
Sermon Series: TRANSFORMATION 
Sermon: The Golden Ticket 
Text: Mark 8: 34-37 
 
 

Discussion Starter for Fun: 

 What is your favorite part about Disney World or any other amusement park?    
What is your least favorite part? 

 

Examination: 

 READ John 10:10: Describe in your own words what a full life in Christ looks like.  How 
does this differ from what the world or the evil one offers? 
 

 Have you ever been tempted to view your relationship with Christ as just a "golden 
ticket" that got you into heaven?  What has helped you get a clearer picture of following 
Christ? 
 

 READ Mark 8:34-37.  According to these verses what is involved in being a follower of 
Christ?   
 

o Now break down each aspect of being a follower of Christ that you discovered 
from the above passage and apply it to your everyday life.  What does it look like 
for someone to deny themselves in real life, what does it mean to take up your 
cross, etc. 
 

o Why is it so easy for us to get distracted and try to “gain the whole world” even 
when we know that it leads to destruction? 
 

o Why would someone willingly give up their own way of doing life to take up a 
cross and live a life that requires you to be selfless? 
 

 READ Matthew 6:9-13.  In what ways does your prayer life reflect how Jesus teaches us 
to pray? 
 

o What do you think it means for God's kingdom to come to this earth?  What does 
that look like? 

 
o What does it look like for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven? 

 
o What kind of things do you think God celebrates?  Which of these do you find 

yourself celebrating? 
 



o What kind of things do believe break God's Heart?  Can you identify things from 
this list that break your heart? 
 

 Read Romans 8:11. How does this verse give you encouragement to follow Christ when 
things get difficult? 

Application: 

 Think about your upcoming week and answer the following questions: 
o How will I glorify the Father’s name and worship Him this week?  
o How will I allow God to rule in my life this week? 
o In what ways can I help further God’s work on earth? 
o Is there anything in my life that needs to change? 

 


