


John 2
vv. 13-25



John 2

vv. 1-12 vv. 13-25



“It is impossible not to feel the change which    
at this point [v. 13] comes over the narrative.  
There is a change of place, of occasion, and      
of manner of action. Jerusalem and Cana,        
the Passover and the marriage feast, the      

stern Reformer and the sympathizing Guest.  
…The first represents the ennobling of common 
life, the second the purifying of divine worship.”

Brooke Foss Westcott
1825-1901
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Grace Truth



“The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen His glory, the 

glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, 

full of grace and truth.”
John 1:14



The Passover

John 2:13 — Passover #1

John 6:1-4 — Passover #2

John 12:1-3 — Passover #3
* Palm Sunday / Matthew 21



14 In the temple courts He found people 
selling cattle (βοας—Ox), sheep and doves,   
and others sitting at tables exchanging 

money.  15 So He made a whip out of cords, 
and drove all from the temple courts, both 
sheep and cattle (βοας—Ox); He scattered the 

coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables.”

John 2:14-15













“So He made a whip out 
of cords, and drove all 

from the temple courts, 
both sheep and cattle; 

He scattered the coins of 
the money changers and 
overturned their tables.”

Why?}



 To those who sold doves He 
said, “Get these out of here! 

Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a market!”

John 2:16



These people had  
turned the temple,  
His Father’s House!,  
into an emporium.  
A bazaar. A mall.



“What in God’s Name do 
you think you are doing!”



“What did Jesus see?  
He saw that this bazaar was not advancing 

communion with his heavenly Father.  
It was not flowing from the love of God.  
It was flowing from the love of money.  

And what made it worse was that religious ritual,  
and phony helpfulness, were being used as a cover 

for greed. That’s what Jesus saw—hypocrisy. Religion 
used as a front for greed. Empty forms of love for 
God plastering over the insatiable love of money.”

John Piper



6 Lord, the Lord Almighty, 
    may those who hope in you 

    not be disgraced because of me; 
God of Israel, 

    may those who seek you 
    not be put to shame because of me. 

9 …for zeal for your house consumes me, 
    and the insults of those who  

insult you fall on me.

Psalm 69

zeal



zeal (zel) noun:
Great energy or enthusiasm in 

pursuit of a cause or an objective.

Synonyms: passion, love, fervor, fire, devotion, 
enthusiasm, gusto, vigor, energy, intensity.



18 The Jews then responded to Him, 
“What sign can you show us to 

prove your authority to do all this?”



Is Jesus right?

Do the Jews know that  
Jesus is right?

Do the Jews want to change?

What do they do?

Do the Jews want to change?



If we (in our minds) can 
undermine Jesus’ authority—
we can justify and continue 

right on in our sin and 
disobedience (lust, greed, 
jealously, you name it…).



This has  
Satan’s fingerprint  

all over it!

Genesis 3:1-5



When we undermine 
God’s authority, 

we deflect responsibility— 
and justify our disobedience.



 19 Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and I will 

raise it again in three days.”



This response was burned into 
the minds of both the Jews—

and the Disciples.

• Matthew 26:57-63

• John 20:8



“The Cross is the key to the right 
understanding of every story in John.”

Frederick Dale Bruner



22 After He was raised from the dead, 
His disciples recalled what He had said. 
Then they believed the Scripture and 

the words that Jesus had spoken.



You can’t sorta  
believe in Jesus.

Nobody every spoke like this.

This is either insanity—or the most 
precious truth in the history of the world.

Jesus is either crazy, or He is God.




