8-26-2018 Stabbing Life in the Back

 [00:00:12] Mourning church. 

 [00:00:14] Mourning. Those of you here in the sanctuary gathered over in the Baker Center. Maybe you're live streaming this right now. I have no idea where you are but who knows where God will will take this fact. You might be watching this and 10 years on an archive for whatever reason you're going through the old sermons and that's 2028 that you're watching this whatever is the case. I believe God has a word for you today from from his word and I'm so glad you're here. You know we've gathered this morning on a Sunday morning. You know why the church gathers on a Sunday morning. Let me remind you because Jesus rose from the dead on a Sunday because he's alive. He's resurrected. 

 [00:00:56] He's ascended he's on the throne and we've gathered today empowered by the Holy Spirit is the Church of God sharing the love of God around this globe and we celebrate a risen Savior. 

 [00:01:12] Today we have life in his name and that's what we're exploring this whole year as we journey through the Gospel of John. 

 [00:01:21] We've been taking it literally one passage at a time. Today we are in John 13 term with me please. In your Bibles your handhelds grab a Bible maybe you're at home go find your bible let's look together at John Chapter 13. This is now we're entering into the kind of the back half of John. Really there's a huge transition between the end of chapter 12 and the beginning of Chapter 13 chapters 1 through 12 of John or the Public Ministry of the life of Jesus The Life of Jesus as he lived it out over the course of three years. John's the one that tells us there were three different Passover feasts that Jesus attended. 

 [00:02:05] Now we shift gears in chapter 13 and Jesus now gathers together his 12 well as we'll see in just a minute it's only 11 after we're done with today's passage but he gathers his disciples around and the next five chapters 13 14 15 16 and 17 take place over five hours. Plug that into your brain. 

 [00:02:28] It's the night before the cross. It's the upper room in the garden of guests cemetery. Five hours at the most I would say but but give or take five chapters five hours dedicated to what Jesus is is teaching his disciples. Jesus has just finished washing their feet. 

 [00:02:50] Setting an example for them. And in the midst of that he declares that someone in the room is going to betray him. That's where we pick up the account in verse 18 says I'm not referring to all of you. 

 [00:03:04] I know those I have chosen but this is to fulfill the passage of Scripture quote He who shared my bread has turned against me. 

 [00:03:16] We'll get back to that in a minute. 

 [00:03:19] I'm telling you now before it happens so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am. Truly I tell you whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me after he had said all of this. 

 [00:03:41] Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified truly I tell you one of you is going to betray me. This wasn't just some. 

 [00:03:51] A cold declaration is our No he's deeply troubled in spirit. His disciples stared at one another at a loss. 

 [00:04:00] To know which one of them he meant one of them the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

 [00:04:06] That's how John refers to himself. I really do. We know that John was really Jesus best friend and John was was literally eating they would eat in a in a circle or a kind of a U shape generally on the floor on pillows a low table. 

 [00:04:22] They still do that and in many Middle Eastern cultures. And John is right there next to Jesus one of them. John was reclining next to him and Simon Peter. 

 [00:04:34] One or two away motioned to John and said he means right. He Mo gets John's to talk. What's going on there. 

 [00:04:48] Leaning back against Jesus John then said Lord Who is it. 

 [00:04:53] Jesus answered. 

 [00:04:55] It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish. Then dipping the piece of bread. He gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot as soon as Judas took the bread. 

 [00:05:10] A chill. 

 [00:05:12] Came over the room. For Satan. Not a demon. Satan. Entered into him. 

 [00:05:21] JESUS SAID WHATEVER YOU WANT WHAT YOU WANT NOT whatever what you are about to do. 

 [00:05:26] Do it quickly. 

 [00:05:28] No one at the meal understood why Jesus said this since Judas was the true treasurer. He was charged the money. Some thought he was just telling him to buy what he needed for the festival or to give something to the poor. 

 [00:05:40] Whatever you do do it quickly. As soon as Judas had taken the bread he went out and it was night. When he was gone. 

 [00:05:51] Jesus is now there with the eleven eleven who were all in. 

 [00:05:59] And he said now the son of man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him God will glorify the son in himself and will glorify him at once. I want you to just know he's talking about the glory of the cross. All right. 

 [00:06:16] My children I will be with you only a little longer. 

 [00:06:20] You will look for me just as I told the Jews so I'm telling you now where I'm going you cannot come for a new command I'm giving you love one another as I have loved you so you must love one another by this every one will know you are My disciples if you love one another. Peter asked him Lord where are you going. Jesus said where I am going you cannot follow now. 

 [00:06:46] Speaking ultimately of heaven. Glory but you will follow later. 

 [00:06:52] Peter asked Lord why cannot. Why can't I follow you now I will lay down my life for you and Jesus said will you. 

 [00:07:01] Will you really. Lay down your life for me. Peter. 

 [00:07:08] Truly I tell you. Before the rooster crows in the morning. 

 [00:07:15] You're gonna disown me three times. 

 [00:07:20] This is one of the darkest passages in Scripture and as we look at this passage today. 

 [00:07:28] I want to begin by reminding us of the upper story in the lower story OK. When I use that phrase we talk about it a lot here. King Street I'm talking about God's eternal redemptive plan. What God is doing and has set into motion from the creation of the world even before the creation of the world and what Jesus is doing in his life is bringing about the upper story as it relates to the way we live out our lives in the lower story. And this is such an interaction an intersection of the lower story of these of these men in that room and the upper story what was really going on and I want to remind us I want to just tell us that every story in the Bible points to the cross. I even put a little bit of a curve to the upper story because there really is a high point if you will in that high point is the cross. 

 [00:08:23] It's the cross it divides history in half before Christ right. 

 [00:08:29] B C before Christ and his death the cross and a D. 

 [00:08:35] Arno Domini a Latin phrase which means in the year of our Lord and at all points every story everything in life points to the cross. And so here we are in this account. In John Chapter 13. And we are in the evening the night before the cross where literally these accounts are in the shadow the near shadow of the cross. 

 [00:09:03] And I want you to look down at verse 30 because these four words really truly define what's happening in this account. 

 [00:09:12] And it was night. 

 [00:09:17] And it was night. 

 [00:09:19] And as we think about that Jesus wasn't just talking about the fact that it was night time. 

 [00:09:26] He's talking about The Dark Knight of the soul. 

 [00:09:30] The Dark Knight of his soul he's talking about everything that put a shadow on the night before the cross and it was night you see Jesus even as we read earlier here and in the sanctuary service out of Psalm twenty three Jesus was in the valley of the shadow of death. That's where he was in the valley. Of the shadow of the cross of the shadow of death. Jesus is deeply troubled deeply moved in spirit and there's three things that I want us to see out of this passage. First of all Jesus was fully and completely experiencing everything we go through. 

 [00:10:16] It's the humanity of Jesus. Fully human. 

 [00:10:21] He completely felt and understood everything that we go through. Fact Hebrews chapter 2 listen to these words out of Hebrews to talking about Jesus since we as the children of God have flesh and blood. He. 

 [00:10:39] Jesus two shared in our humanity. So that by his death. He might break the power of Him who holds the power of death and that is the devil who himself was present in that room that night. 

 [00:10:57] And free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 

 [00:11:03] He goes on to say For this reason he had to be made like us fully human in every way. Right out of the Bible Hebrews 2 in order that he might be become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people that's the cross. 

 [00:11:25] That's why he came atonement because he himself suffered when he was tempted. 

 [00:11:30] He is able to help those who are being tempted since he himself suffered the sharing in our humility in our humanity rather involved the deepest of all pain. 

 [00:11:44] Am I right when I say that the deepest of all pain is betrayal. 

 [00:11:49] Betrayal. 

 [00:11:51] When those that we love those that we have poured ourselves into sacrificed for those that we love with all our hearts turn against us turn their back on us walk away. 

 [00:12:05] Stab us in the back. Even kick us in the gut. 

 [00:12:10] Totally disregard our love for them. That is the deepest pain of all betrayal. And it is exactly what Jesus experienced. 

 [00:12:18] And I want to say this because Jesus quotes a Psalm of David just like King David you see Jesus sat on David's throne. He inherited one of the great covenants of scripture the throne of David look in verse 18. Jesus said I am not referring to all of you the disciples. I know those who I have chosen but this this betrayal is to fulfill this passage of Scripture. He who shared my bread has turned against me. 

 [00:12:48] That is a literal direct quote out of a verse in Psalm. 

 [00:12:52] Let me take you back there real quick I want you to see it Psalm forty one turn with me to Psalm 41 because David Oh my goodness if you're going through a dark night of your soul I want to encourage you again to turn to the Psalms because. 

 [00:13:09] They are the cry of a broken heart And David knew what it felt like to have his heart broken. He knew what it felt like to be betrayed in fact in the wake of a betrayal a D an unbelievable betrayal by by two very important people in his life first of all his son Absalom his third son. 

 [00:13:32] Betrayed his father. And it was a long calculated betrayal. 

 [00:13:39] We read about it in Second Samuel 15 through 17. Where. 

 [00:13:47] Absalom spent four years at the city gates working the crowd. Being a politician if you will if I could use that kind of that metaphor that is people would come into the city through the city gates seeking justice. 

 [00:14:02] Maybe something had to happen in their lives or you know they had a disagreement they were going to City Hall to the temple. They would go to the to where David was he would either rule on their case or some of his judges. Well for four years Absalom would would meet people in the city gate and he would say what's your complaint how you doing what's going on. 

 [00:14:20] And then he would deal with it. And for four years he was working the crowd so that he understood. He knew that after a four year period of time if he wanted declare himself king he had enough people that were in his court against his father. 

 [00:14:35] And that's what he did. He declared himself king. And when he did that one of David's closest counsellors. All right this is his most godly spiritual adviser a man named his AFL. What did you say. I said I hit AFL. In fact have his nickname with a hifi. That's what they. No kidding I'm making really light of this guy. His AFL. You read about it in these chapters Sam and Samuel 15 16 17. 

 [00:15:08] I hit the foul went with Absalom and began counselling him against David and in fact his counsel. I hit the fells counsel to Absalom was you need to go out and kill your dad because after this whole resort insurrection took place David left town. He got out of Jerusalem. He knew what was coming and he could sense the vibe of the of what was out. He left Jerusalem and in his AFL said you need to go find your dad and you need to kill him because once you kill him you strike the shepherd it'll scatter the sheep and this is all being counseled by the most intense godly closest counsellor David had to which after this all plays out in the whole scheme ends up failing and Absalom dies and it's it's it's it's a horrific story of betrayal. But David then writes Psalm 41 look at it. 

 [00:16:07] Blessed are those who have regard for the weak. The Lord delivers them in times of trouble the Lord protects and preserves them they are counted among the blessed in the land. 

 [00:16:16] He does not give them over to the desire of their foes. 

 [00:16:21] You hear that the Lord sustains them on their sickbed. He restores them from their bed of illness. 

 [00:16:28] I said Have mercy on me Lord heal me for I have sinned against you. That even as this is all playing out I reread it a number of times as last week for say a second Samuel 15. Even as David is leaving town with his tail between his legs because his son is leading an insurrection a rebellion against him. There is this man that that's up in kind of the hills and the rocks and he literally starts throwing rocks down on the King's Head and cursing David and his men around him as mighty men said you want us to take this guy out. 

 [00:17:05] And David said no. Leave him alone. 

 [00:17:09] God may be using all of this. He was humble. So just leave him alone. 

 [00:17:16] If God is with me God is gonna take care of me in here David cries out I have mercy on me Lord heal me for I have sinned against you my enemies say of me and malice. When will he die in his name. Perish his own son is saying that I have a half a fellow saying that my enemies say. And when one of them comes to see me he speaks falsely while his heart gathers slander. And then he goes out and spreads it around. All My Enemies whisper together against me. They imagine the worst for me saying a vile disease is afflicted him. He will never get up from the place he lives. And here you go verse nine. Even my close friend is talking of the of his film. 

 [00:18:00] I'll say it right. 

 [00:18:01] I said it right. Someone I trusted one who shared my bread has turned against me. You see Jesus quotes this. 

 [00:18:14] He is fully and completely experiencing everything we go through the darkest night of our pain. 

 [00:18:23] The deepest issues of our heart of our struggle. We've had this happen to us. 

 [00:18:28] We have every one of us. We know this pain of betrayal. So does Jesus. But I want to see some something else. 

 [00:18:36] Jesus fully and completely expected everything he went through. 

 [00:18:43] Fully and completely. 

 [00:18:45] In His sovereignty he knew exactly what was happening. I'm telling you now before it happens so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am. John Stott one of the great ministers and theologians said this Jesus is not taken by surprise or outflanked by this betrayal nor should the disciples be rather Jesus uncovering the traitor his uncovering of Judas is further evidence that he is. I am the all sufficient object of their faith despite the incomprehensible fact of the betrayal. 

 [00:19:24] Jesus loved Judas. Jesus loved Judas and we often think Jesus. Well you know in love I mean new Jesus love Jesus washed Judas his feet. He loved Judas. 

 [00:19:38] They spent three years. Roaming the countryside together. 

 [00:19:44] Jesus continued to be the one sent by God and after the event has taken place it will be clear that the disciples betrayal Judas is betrayal and the plan devised by Satan himself even served Jesus his exaltation. You see Jesus is in complete control of this situation and here's what I want to turn the corner. Jesus is in complete control of your situation. Complete control. 

 [00:20:12] Everything you're going through. 

 [00:20:14] We read in Romans 8 28 we know as God's children that in all things God is working for the good of those who love him and have been called according to his purpose. Even the hard stuff you see there are no surprises in your lower story. 

 [00:20:30] Non. There's no surprises. There are no coincidences in God's economy for his electors chosen his people as us. 

 [00:20:41] We there are no coincidences. 

 [00:20:44] You know I know that this isn't a theological word but I've kind of taking taken to liking the word serendipity. 

 [00:20:51] Yeah I'll tell you what I have a definition is finding something valuable or delightful when you're not looking for it. Not great. 

 [00:20:58] When God does that when when it's not a coincidence it's serendipity. I like that word. You see God look at what you're doing here. We'll tell you a quick story. My daughter Maddie she's over in Baker right now just graduated from college. 

 [00:21:15] This last May. 

 [00:21:17] And she's been really praying wrestling with her future. She had something lined up she thought was gonna happen and it didn't. And so this whole summer has been Oh God. What are you doing. What are you doing God I'm not going to give up on you God. What are you doing. And she has an older brother named Jesse. Jesse just got married to Carissa last November. Jesse lives down in Greenville South Carolina. And over the summer Jesse kept saying Maddie I want you to fly down here. We love Greenville. We'll show you around we'll introduce you to some people maybe help you find a job. In fact Jesse even said all even pay your airfare. 

 [00:21:51] Like what. Seriously what happened to my son. You know. But he just he had it on his heart. To fly his younger sister down to Greenville. 

 [00:22:03] Well so for the last ten days Matty gone home a couple of days ago she was down in Greenville and she had eight days of I don't know and this is hard and she was trying to get out and give her resumé making some cold calls finally this last Tuesday. 

 [00:22:18] She she she stopped by a church someone had mentioned this church down in Greenville that might be looking for someone in their children's ministry. So she went and talked to the receptionist and the lady said Now we were not hiring but she did say you know that we do have a program that we run out of our church it's a national program called the The Fellows initiative. 

 [00:22:39] She said it's it's designed just for recent college graduates who are. It's a nine month intensive program where we how do we help you find a job. We you go to classes you know it's this fantastically intensive program this lady said but you know what. It starts next week and you know but here's the lady's name please caller. 

 [00:23:02] So on Wednesday Mattie. She woke up and she's like but she thought you know I'll at least call. She calls this lady four days ago and this lady says Wouldn't you know. So we just had a. You know a gal there's eight in the program and she said we'd been working with them since last March. 

 [00:23:26] This is an intensive you know huge application thing. She said We just had someone drop out a couple of days ago. Said go ahead and send us your application and four letters of reference et cetera et cetera and you need to get it done by tomorrow noon. Oh and by the way the program starts next wednesday. 

 [00:23:46] Maddie she said OK. 

 [00:23:48] So she took four hours filled out the application all four of her references got something in by that night. They spoke with her on Friday and yesterday morning they said Maddie we never do this we never accept someone this late in the game ever. 

 [00:24:05] But we see God has called you to this. That was their language. God is calling you into this program. 

 [00:24:12] Is that coincidence. Coincidence. No. 

 [00:24:15] That's the hand of God. How does the hand of God. And I you know I just keep saying Wow God look at what you're doing. 

 [00:24:24] Even in the midst of our valleys you are sovereign you are working all things together. Jesus fully and completely expected everything he went through and everything that we go through and I want to say this it all comes down to the cross. 

 [00:24:41] Everything makes full and complete sense. Listen to me in light of the cross. Jesus took our sin he made everything right. He forgave us. He gave us life. He redeemed us. He bought us back everything in this whole world. Makes sense in light of the cross. Everything. Everything was made right. Restored Satan was crushed when Jesus died on that cross his blood redeemed you. He is working all things for your good. 

 [00:25:18] For those that love him and are called according to his purpose because of the cross. Because of his blood and resurrection when he was gone. 

 [00:25:32] Judas in verse 31. Jesus said now the son of man is glorified now God is glorified in him. Judas is now out of the room and let me tell you what what Jesus is saying there. He's saying that now Judas has walked out that door Satan in his heart. He is setting into motion the cross. John Scott said this with Judas his departure the trap is sprung. The sequence of the arrest trial and crucifixion is already set in motion a succession in relation to which Jesus must now be submissive. 

 [00:26:07] Everything is now playing out pointing to the cross. 

 [00:26:11] But this very submission is the glorifying of the Father through him and the completing of his work. It's the cross. 

 [00:26:22] The cross sets everything right. However however you need to understand this we need to understand this night comes before the day even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death. 

 [00:26:38] I fear no evil for you are with me. 

 [00:26:41] Trials listen to me church trials come before rescue. 

 [00:26:47] This is God speaking to your heart right now. Trials come before rescue. You can't have rescue without trials. 

 [00:26:58] The valley. 

 [00:27:00] Comes before the glory you have to go through the valley first. Look at the Beatitudes right. It's all valleys and glories. Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are you when you're persecuted because of righteousness. Yours is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are You and people in saw you in person you you and lie about you and betray you and say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad. Because great is your reward and heaven Valley's come before glory. 

 [00:27:39] You see God really does have it all worked out. 

 [00:27:43] I'm going to tell you right now yesterday as Maddie I was I was working my my wife has a little office in the house in our house. And I was working in there yesterday putting finishing touches on my sermon and Maddie had just called to say you know she was actually out visiting some friends so she texted and said they accepted me. 

 [00:28:01] This is yesterday morning and I looked up and on the bulletin board on my wife's chalkboard in her office was this quote by Lisa Turk Hearst and I put it in the sermon. God really does have it all worked out. 

 [00:28:18] The gaps are filled. The heartache is eased. The provision is ready. The needs are met fully completely perfectly in Him with Him and by him. 

 [00:28:30] Thanks be to God. Church. Can you celebrate Jesus right now. 

 [00:28:35] Seriously Baker celebrate him. He is so good. 

 [00:28:42] He really does have it all worked out and I read that and I just wept. God you are so good. 

 [00:28:50] YOU'RE SO GOOD. 

 [00:28:51] SO WHAT'S WHAT IS THAT WHAT IS THE SERMON land. Here's where it lands lands on Psalm 27 verse 14 wait for the Lord. 

 [00:29:03] Be strong and take heart. You listening. And wait. For the Lord. Jesus. Thank you. 

 [00:29:15] Thank you for your goodness and your love. Thank you for dying on the cross for us and making all things right. Thank you Jesus. Thank you. We just simply right now lay our our trials before you are heart ache. Our questions. 

 [00:29:31] Lord and we have him. There's a lot we don't get. There's a lot we don't understand. 

 [00:29:38] Lord I thank you for your work and my daughter's life this last week. 

 [00:29:41] But I also know Jesus that came after months and months and months and months of uncertainty. 

 [00:29:50] You're good. So right now Jesus we wait on you. We wait on you. And in that waiting we say we believe. And your name a man. 

