9-9-2018 Life on the Vine

 [00:00:10] 250 years ago. 

 [00:00:13] In England in 1750 7 a young seminary student named Robert Robinson is 22 years old. Training for the ministry to be a pastor. He sat down and he wrote a song that we now call Come Thou Fount of every blessing. And in the midst of this song versus three and four listen to what young Robert wrote. Jesus saw me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God he to rescue me from danger interposed his precious blood. How his kindness yet pursues me mortal tongue can never tell clothed in flesh till death shall lose me. I cannot proclaim it. Well oh to Grace how great a debtor daily. I'm constrained to be let I goodness like a feather feather is the language for a like leg shackles or handcuffs. Let that goodness like a feather bind my wandering heart to thee. 

 [00:01:23] Prone to wander. Lord I feel it. 

 [00:01:28] You know these words prone to leave the God I love. Here's my heart. Oh Take and seal it. 

 [00:01:38] Seal it for Thy courts above. Young. Robber Robinson was was crying out. Really truly the essence and truth of the gospel. We gather here today before an awesome in a holy and a righteous God that no one can stand before because of His Holiness and our sinfulness. 

 [00:02:06] And we each and every one of us as young Roberts said are prone to wander Lord I what I feel it prone to leave the God I love. What is he talking about. He's talking about the fact that we are. Fallen people with sinful natures that keep pulling us away from God in our. 

 [00:02:31] Natural nature. 

 [00:02:35] But then what does he say. Jesus thank You for Your grace for your blood. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. And now Jesus bind my wandering heart to you. That's the response of faith that young Robert is describing there that in the Gospel it calls for a response of humility and of openness to to having a relationship with Jesus church. That's the gospel. Who is God. 

 [00:03:06] Who am I. Who is Jesus and how must I respond to that. Well as we come today to the 15th chapter of John John Chapter 15 we really truly do come to the to the heart of of our response that we are called to have. 

 [00:03:26] How are we going to respond to Jesus turn with me please. To John 15 as we make our way through the Gospel of John what what an amazing journey it is to take these this time every Sunday and I don't know if you've caught it but I'm taking the time every Sunday to begin the message with just reading the scripture. 

 [00:03:50] Just hearing it allowing the truth of God's word to enter our hearts and our minds and permeate us. Jesus said I am the true vine. 

 [00:04:03] My father is the gardener he cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit. While every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word that I have been speaking to you I've been pruning you for these last three years. 

 [00:04:27] Remain in me as I also remain in you no branch can bear fruit by itself. It must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

 [00:04:41] I am the vine you're the branches. 

 [00:04:46] If you remain in me and I in you you will bear much fruit. Apart from me. 

 [00:04:54] You can do nothing if you do remain in me. You are like a branch. That is if you do not rather remain in me you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers such branches are picked up thrown in the fire and burned. However if you remain in me and my words remain in you ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you. This is to my father's glory that you bear much fruit showing yourselves to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me so have I loved you now remain in my love. If you keep my commands you will remain in my love just as I have kept my father's commands and remain in his love. I've told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

 [00:05:51] My command is this. 

 [00:05:52] Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends. 

 [00:06:06] If you do what I command I no longer call you servants because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead I have called you friends for everything that I learned from my father. 

 [00:06:17] I have made known to you. 

 [00:06:20] You did not choose me but I chose you and have appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit fruit that will last. And so that whatever you ask in my name the father will give you this is my command. Love. 

 [00:06:37] Each other. 

 [00:06:40] Word of the Lord it's been suppose that Jesus was actually walking by a vineyard. When he spoke about this we know from the very end of Chapter 14 that Jesus who has been for two chapters Chapters 13 and 14 in the upper room with his disciples. Well twelve and then eleven because Judas just left within the last half hour. To go and get the Romans and to betray Jesus and just after Judas left after Jesus it instituted the Passover feast in his name. The New Covenant in his blood and after Jesus had washed the feet of the disciples. He says you can see in the last verse of Chapter 14. Hey guys come on let's get up and let's go. And where he's going we know from chapter 18 verse 1 is across the Kidron Valley and over to a little garden where there was an all of press called get Simone. In fact some of the trees growing there were alive when Jesus was here. 

 [00:07:45] Those trees are that old much like the sequoias out in the Sierras. 

 [00:07:51] And so Jesus is now on his way out of the upper room down through the streets. I'm I'm guessing has gone out one of the gates that are there near wherever the upper room was. And he's passing by on his way to the Kidron Valley some vineyards. And he says I am the vine. And you are the branch. Branches. He says in verse 16 of this passage I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit fruit that will last what Jesus is now speaking of here in this passage is the distinction between good fruit and bad fruit. 

 [00:08:35] And by the way these are not raisins OK. OK. That's bad fruit. That is junk fruit. Grapes can get really moldy and in bad. 

 [00:08:52] And so Jesus is describing the distinction here between good fruit a life that bears good fruit and bad fruit. Or in fact a life that bears no fruit fruit less ness. 

 [00:09:05] And he starts this passage as he walks by this likely by a vineyard he says I am the true vine the True Vine. 

 [00:09:14] My father is the gardener. 

 [00:09:17] He cuts off every branch and me that bears no fruit. While every branch that is fruitful he prune so that it will become even more fruitful just to start pulling this apart a little bit. I am. Did you catch that. It's the seventh. Of the I am statements here in the Gospel of John back in chapter 6. Jesus said I am the Bread of Life in chapter eight. Jesus said I am the light of the world in chapter ten. He talks about himself being the door of the sheep. We walk through Christ go through Christ into the sheep fold into the sheep pen. I am the good shepherd that will lead you there also in Chapter 10. Chapter eleven right before raising Lazarus from the dead. Jesus said I am the resurrection. I am the life. 

 [00:10:10] And in chapter 14 we just saw right before literally a half hour to an hour before Jesus is teaching here and John 15 he had just described how he is the way the truth and the life and now here in 15 Jesus says I am the true vine something I want you to see there. I am not just the vine but he says I am the. True Vine. That word really is important. 

 [00:10:42] In fact I believe it provides the key to understanding kind of unlocking if you will this whole passage because what is disciples would have heard what they would have immediately thought of throughout the Bible up to this point whenever you hear the language of Vine or vineyard. You would immediately think about the nation of Israel you see in the Old Testament the vine or vineyard is used as a symbol for Israel. Let me just show you that real quick. Keep your marker your finger there and John 15 but look with me. 

 [00:11:17] Back at Psalm 80 Psalm 80 a SAFF the worship leader. 

 [00:11:25] Said this wrote this song here us Shepherd of Israel you who lead Joseph like a flock down to seven restore us. God almighty make your face shine on us that we may be saved and then. 

 [00:11:40] We hear this you transplanted a vine out of Egypt or from Egypt. 

 [00:11:45] He's talking about how God had taken the nation of Israel out of Egypt and bondage and planted them into the land of Canaan you planted us drove out the nations before us and planted it you cleared the ground for it you took the route and filled it it took root and filled the land the mountains covered in with its shade the mighty cedars with its branches its branches reached over as far as the Mediterranean and it shoots up north to even the Euphrates River. Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by. Pick its grapes boars from the forest ravage it and insects from the field feed on it return to his God Almighty look down from heaven and see watch over this vine the root your right hand is planted the sun you have raised up for yourself clearly the psalmist is describing Israel as the vine that had been planted here in the land of Canaan turn over to Isaiah Chapter Five because it gets even more detailed and I would say even a little more clear not that that wasn't clear. 

 [00:13:00] But the the metaphor is is is really truly pressed in and and and made clear here when. 

 [00:13:10] We read this song of of the vineyard in Isaiah chapter five. 

 [00:13:15] Where Isaiah and this would have been in about 730 740 B.C.. We know that Isaiah began his ministry in the year that you XII died which was the year seven nine so right in there seven seven thirty to thirty nine. Where Isaiah says I will sing for the one I love. 

 [00:13:38] A song about his vineyard my loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. He dug it up cleared it of stones. Planted it with the choicest vines. He built a wash. Built a watchtower and cut that cut out a wine press. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes but it yielded only bad fruit. 

 [00:14:03] Now you dwellers in Jerusalem you people of Judah judge between me and my vineyard. What more could have been done for my vineyard than I've done. 

 [00:14:12] When I look for good grapes why did it yield only bad. Let that question sink in when I looked for good grapes. 

 [00:14:21] Why did he yield only bad. Now I'll tell you what I'm going to do to my vineyard. Take away its hedge. It will be destroyed. 

 [00:14:33] I'll break down its wall it'll be trampled. I'll make it a wasteland. Neither prune nor cultivated and briars and thorns will grow there I will command the clouds not to rain on it. The vineyard of the lord almighty is the nation of Israel. Just to be clear and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in so the then the nation is the vineyard if you will but the people are the vines this comes down to two people. And he looked for justice but he saw bloodshed for righteousness. But he heard the cries of distress. They're in Chapter 5 and Verse 2 in the NIV. He dug up the land cleared it of stones planted it with the choicest vines build a watchtower cut out a wine press and he looked for a cop crop of group good grapes but it yielded only bad fruit the message puts it this way. He hoed the soil pulled the weeds planted the best vines built a look out build a wine press a vineyard to be proud of. He looked for a vintage yield of grapes but for all his pains he got junk grapes junk. 

 [00:15:47] Grapes. 

 [00:15:50] And John 15 Jesus said I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit fruit that will last. Good grapes but if you don't remain in mean or six. 

 [00:16:06] You're like a branch that is thrown away and whether such branches are picked up and are thrown into the fire and our burn you see before we see the key to producing good fruit which is obviously what Jesus is describing in John 15 one through 17 before we see the key to that production of good grapes. We need to understand why Israel produced such bad fruit. What happened. What happened to the vineyard that resulted in such bad fruit. 

 [00:16:43] Junk grapes. 

 [00:16:46] I'd say a five gives us that answer here. 

 [00:16:49] After these first seven verses we now see six points that Isaiah makes. Six Reasons. He calls them woes w o e. 

 [00:17:01] Whoa whoa whoa do you. 

 [00:17:07] This is heartbreaking. God is saying this is why you have produced nothing but junk grapes. Woe to you who add a house to house. Verse 8 enjoined field to field till no space is left and you live alone in the land. Let me tell you what he's talking about there. Woe to you who add house to house and join field to field. You understand that in Israel way back in Litvak Leviticus 25 God declared the way he wanted the land to be managed. 

 [00:17:42] And here was God's point his his premise. This is the way it was he said the land is mine it's not yours. You're not owners of the land. It's my land. 

 [00:17:54] And you are there to tend the land and I'm going to allow you to work the land and and kind of rent it if you will for me for the purpose of production and life and and living there. But then God said every fiftieth year there's a reset. A complete reset so any land that you have acquired it goes back to the person who had it before you. What. That's right. 

 [00:18:20] God is saying there's no ownership of land because I own it. You're simply using it and there's a reset every 50 years so if you if your family ends up in a bad way and things start going south financially guess what every fiftieth year. Reset. 

 [00:18:36] Year of Jubilee. And he said you know what's happened here. 

 [00:18:41] You've started joining land to land and buying land and acquiring it in the heartbeat of what God is saying is this is greed. You are now motivated by greed and you've lost the understanding that it's not yours to begin with. It's more. 

 [00:18:58] Greed than we see down in versus 11 and 12 the second. Whoa whoa whoa to those who rise early in the morning to run after their drinks. Who stay up late at night till they are inflamed with wine. They have harps and liars at their banquets pipes and Kim brawls and and rock and roll baby and wine. Let it flow. Bar is open. People. 

 [00:19:35] But they have no regard for the deeds of the Lord no respect for the work of his hand. Not only is it Al Gore it's just pleasure seeking. They have become hedonists as a society. 

 [00:19:48] So now that they're there they're adding land a land compiling more and more owning pleasure seeking the Third World Verse 18 and 19 Whoa. 

 [00:20:00] To those who draw this is interesting. 

 [00:20:03] Draw sin along with cords of deceit and wickedness as with cart ropes. Let me tell you what I really tried to dig into that what does that mean. 

 [00:20:16] Draw sin along with little cords of pride and vanity and deceit in your pride. 

 [00:20:24] You think you can just kind of string sin along in your life and hold on to it and then ultimately you get bound because they go from these little cords of deceit to what cart ropes. 

 [00:20:39] Now not not only are you drawing sin along but now your you're dragging it along and you're a slave to it. What a picture of how sin works in our lives. We draw sin along with cords of pride until it becomes a cart rope that we are attached to slaves to the fourth wall verse twenty. Woe to those who call evil good and good evil. This is total moral darkness. You look at something that's good and you call it evil and you look at something evil and you call it good. I'm going to ask. Sound familiar. 

 [00:21:18] Who put darkness for light and light for darkness. Who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter you have become completely morally darkened as a society. 

 [00:21:29] Arrogance verse 21 woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own side. You've got it all figured out right. And woe to those back to alcohol verse 22 who are heroes at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks. It's where the society ended up in all of this. You know what a resulted in wild grapes junk fruit. 

 [00:21:57] Jesus is condemning God as condemning the nation of Israel who was divine and who wish to produce good fruit and all that God had done and they ended up turning their backs on God. 

 [00:22:13] Jesus as he's teaching the disciples and us is the True Vine. 

 [00:22:21] The Word of God is our foundation. Knowing and loving Jesus is our only hope. 

 [00:22:30] Only in Jesus can we produce good fruit. What is this good fruit. This fruit that Jesus calls us to produce. 

 [00:22:43] I would say in a word this good fruit. 

 [00:22:47] Is love John 15 verse 12. My command is this. Love each other as I have loved you. This good fruit is love. His love. 

 [00:23:02] Everything we see in this list of woes from my five it's all rooted in selfishness and pride. 

 [00:23:09] Every bit of it selfishness and pride. 

 [00:23:12] And what Jesus is calling his disciples to is a life of love. You see Jesus has just washed the disciples feet. Think about context. Even Judases showing us what love truly looks like serving one another Judas. On the other hand motivated by greed pride and moral darkness just walked out the door in the ultimate display of bad fruit destined for the fire. Jesus teaches both the disciples and us. 

 [00:23:43] The only way to produce good fruit and experience true joy and here it is as the father verse nine has loved me. 

 [00:23:54] So have I loved you now remain in my love. If you keep my commands you will remain in my love just as I have kept the father's commands and remain in his love. 

 [00:24:09] I have told you this so that my joy might be in you and that your joy might be complete church. Do you want to know how to experience true joy inner joy absolute joy the kind of joy that we're all living for. We must remain in the love of Jesus. 

 [00:24:27] It's the only way and this word really boils down to remain. It's the Greek word Mando or para meadow which simply means to make your home in to make you to live in to abide. What does that mean. It means to continue in a daily personal relationship with Jesus characterized by trust prayer obedience and joy. 

 [00:24:58] That's how we produce good fruit there is no other way. She's a on the vine. You're the branch. When your join with me and I with you I love how the message puts this the relation intimate in organic. The harvest is sure to be abundant separated. You can't do anything. We have the opportunity today to come to this table that Jesus instituted the Lord's table. 

 [00:25:33] And as we come this is what we're doing. This is what I want us to to think about today. 

 [00:25:40] I want us to think about and meditate. On what it means to trust. 

 [00:25:46] To trust Jesus. 

 [00:25:50] To live a life of prayer you know here in this passage. Jesus says You know if you ask anything in my name out of this intimate trust relationship that we have. 

 [00:26:00] I'll give it to you. I'll do. As we walk in obedience to love. As he loved us and ultimately to be filled with joy trust prayer. Obedience. Joy. Jesus as we come to this table today. We come with a hard. Seeking you. Or we hear an indictment in these words in Isaiah 5. We cannot read these six woes without thinking of. 

 [00:26:38] Of our country of our culture. 

 [00:26:43] And yet Jesus. You've called us your people your children. 

 [00:26:50] Your loved ones. To walk with you. 

 [00:26:58] To abide in you. To produce good fruit. In our lives and even now Jesus. As we unite our hearts with you. We turn to you. 

 [00:27:13] We trust you. We do this in a spirit of prayer. Lord we do this in an act of obedience and we pray Jesus by your mercy by your goodness you would fill us with your great joy. 

 [00:27:26] In your name we pray a man. 

