9-16-2018 The Spirit of Life

 [00:00:10] You know in church. Cool. Cool. Yeah. We also want to keep in our hearts and our minds those dealing with a lot of flooding today I know that the hurricane has been really devastating for many communities down in the Carolinas particularly and I got five of my kids that are down there two that are my son and daughter in law and Charlotte and another son and daughter in law and a daughter in Greenville South Carolina. So we're lifting them up and prayers I know that they're getting a lot of rain down particularly in Charlotte. So we just keep them in our hearts. And a couple of things I want to just bring to your attention about the life of the church. First of all we just made a decision the board decided this last week to move ahead and finish out paving the parking lot that's out on the on the west side of the sanctuary that runs from the sanctuary down where the old offices used to sit. You know where that building was down to Main Street. So that project is going to happen starting up the second week of October through the third week of November it'll be about a five week project that will hopefully conclude by the time of the Christmas parade. How about that. Look at that. Christmas is coming. So yeah it's it's coming and just I wanted you to know that because it'll be beautiful if you follow the line of the sidewalk from the church building down to Main Street you'll see how nice and gradual it is. But the actual parking lot is like this big mound and a wall and other stuff. So it'll be great to get all that cleaned up but yeah it'll just be some challenges for us. But keep calm and keep bringing friends and folks let's grow through this in fact we're starting up a monthly get together a connection point for anyone that's new to the church over that past month. We're starting it next week. It'll be the fourth week of September. But from then on it'll be the third Sunday between the the middle and the third service right after this service right after the middle service. And it'll be in our guest central. And it'll be just a connection time for new folks this week. I was promised there will be Danish is so I'll I'll be there and. But really seriously just looking for ways pathways for people that are new to King Street to make some connections understand some next steps and just you know be welcomed and get a deeper sense of what's going on here. King Street. So looking forward to that that's next week will be our first one. So if you're new please make a plan to come and be a part of that. 

 [00:02:54] Between the second third service in guests Central. So with that turning your Bibles if you would please to John chapter 15 John Chapter 15 I. I realize that as some of you are coming today or maybe listening online or livestream that you haven't been a part of this series this year we've been making our way through the Gospel of John from January all the way to the end of this year. We're just going through chapter by chapter today we're in the starting in the 15th chapter but I just wanted to kind of back up I love perspective. I like seeing kind of where things are at. And so just kind of a little bit of the upper story of John is that John begins in chapter one there's 21 chapters and John starts with 18 verses of introduction. It's called a prologue where John takes us all the way back to the beginning right and and introduces us to Jesus. And then the twenty first chapter is like a conclusion which is really in essence kind of the re establishing of Simon Peter who had denied Jesus three times during his his arrest and crucifixion. So that's the 21st chapter. But in between just to kind of show you where this all lays out chapters 1 through 10 covers 10 years of the life and ministry of Jesus I'm sorry three years I said I say ten tonight three years of the ministry of Jesus. John in fact is the gospel that describes three different Passover meals that are feasts that Jesus went up to Jerusalem to to celebrate. So it was three years but the spotlight in John Matthew Mark and Luke just are kind of one episode after another. But in John Hill he focuses in on each chapter is kind of one conversation with a particular person by and large or conflict with the religious leaders so that's Chapters 1 through 10 covers three years then in chapters eleven and twelve. It centers on one week of Jesus ministry and life which is the Thursday before Palm Sunday leading to the Thursday before Easter. So it's it's seven days one week that included the raising of Lazarus from the dead. And that was just pouring jet fuel on what became the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday. And then that week of Passion Week leading up to Thursday night. That brings us to Chapters 13 to 17 which is where we're at right now in Chapter 15 which is focused in on five hours of the life of Jesus five hours so one fourth of John the entire gospel is about five hours in the life of Jesus and it's Jesus in the upper room I'll show you that in a minute. But just to say that the last while chapters 18 18 through 20 before the conclusion is a focus on three days which is the arrest crucifixion the cross and then the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. So what I want us to see really as we even look at it this way is to see the fact that that more than half of John really half of John is focused on about a week and a half in the life of Jesus. And it's really all about the cross the triumphal entry the upper room the crucifixion the cross and the resurrection. So John really focuses in on this critical time in Jesus life. So here we are in Chapter 15. Which places this right in the middle of these five hours the first two chapters of this section Chapters 13 and 14 is Jesus in the upper room the upper room where Jesus gathered his disciples and washed their feet. That's why I put a towel here to just kind of remind us that that's the focus of the of what happened in the upper room where Jesus gave the disciples the upper sorry the Passover elements the bread the cup and he washed their feet and then Judas. Jesus said Go do what you need to do Judas. And that concludes chapter four in fact look at the last verse of Chapter 14 because it then says Jesus then after Judas leaves says Come now let us leave. Which John then is indicating that they leave the upper room at that moment after John 14. And just to say at the at the beginning of Chapter 18. Jesus. Then it says when he had finished praying he left with his disciples and then crossed the Kidron Valley which is just a low lying gully in a creek there right outside the walls of Jerusalem and back into the garden of guest seminars. So basically chapters 15 16 and 17. I want to call it the walk because they've left the upper room and they're not yet to the Kidron Valley in the garden. So Jesus is I really envision him going outside the city walls and then we know that in that time there were a lot of vineyards in and around Jerusalem. I suspect Jesus was pointing at a vineyard and then teaches his disciples on this walk and and begins explaining to them you know what's what their mission in this life is in fact look with me a chapter 15. Jesus says and I think pointing probably to some vineyards I am the true vine. My father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch and me that bears no fruit. While every branch that bears fruit he prunes I. We covered this last week but I just wanted us to see today that in these three chapters this walk that Jesus is on. He begins by giving them their mission right. Your mission should you choose to accept it. Bom bom bom bom bom bom bom. You know that's that's really what's going on here. And their mission is to bear fruit to bear fruit. Look at verse 14. I'm sorry Verse 4 remain in me and I as I remain in you no branch can bear fruit by itself. It must remain in the Vine down in verse 16 he says you didn't choose me I chose you and have appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit. This is really in essence the great commission in the Gospel of John. He's saying you are now to live your life out for the world to see you're going to go and bear fruit in my name. Fruit that will last and then at the end of Verse 17 he says. And that means you're going to love each other. That's really what this looks like. OK. So the command which is the mission to go and reach the world now we get to today's section which is the back half of chapter 15 leading in to Chapter 16 which includes three big ideas. First of all Jesus then says this is not going to be easy. 

 [00:10:16] Look at verse 18 of Chapter 15. He says if the world hates you. Keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belong to the world it would love you as its own as it is you don't belong to the world. But I've chosen you out of the world that that is why the world hates you. That's a that's a strong word isn't it. Hate. He said this is not going to be easy. Remember what I told you a servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching they would obey years. They will treat you this way because of my name for they don't know the one who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have no excuse for their sin. Jesus says I am making it clear that I am the way whoever hates me hates my father as well. If I had not done among them the works that no one else has done raising the dead. They would not be guilty of sin as it is. They have seen and yet they hated both me and my father. But this is to fulfill what is written in the law. They hated me without reason. So Jesus is now saying on this walk after he gives the disciples their mission he says this is not going to be easy. You are going to face a tremendous amount of opposition. But then he gives them the good news versus sixteen I'm sorry. Twenty six through Chapter 16 look down at verse twenty six. When the advocate comes whom I will send to you from the father who is this advocate it's the Holy Spirit the Spirit of truth who goes out from the father. He will testify about me a love that John is saying that the Holy Spirit is going to fill you and will speak through you to accomplish this mission. Even in the face of opposition and you also must testify for you have been with me from the beginning. It's gonna be a team effort. The Holy Spirit working in you speaking about me but also your courage to speak the truth. All of this. I have told you so that you won't fall away. They're going to put you out of the synagogue in fact that time is coming when anyone who Yeah kills you will think they're offering a service to God. They will do such things because they have not known the father or me. I have told you this so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I've been with you. But now I am going to Him who sent me. None of you asked me Where are you going. Rather you are filled with grief because I'm saying these things. I believe that very truly I tell you it is for your good that I'm going away unless I go The Advocate the Holy Spirit will not come to you. But if I go I will send him to you. And when he comes he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin. And righteousness and judgment about sin because people don't believe in me about righteousness because I'm going to the father. And when you see me when you see me no longer in about judgment because the prince of this world now stands condemned. I have much more to say to you more than you can now bear. But when he the Spirit of truth comes He will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own he will speak only 12 years and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the father is mine. That is why I said The spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you. So that's clear teaching about the provision that Jesus will give that God the Father will send with respect to the Holy Spirit coming to them and then Jesus shifts gears yet again in verse 16 and he begins pointing now to the resurrection to the resurrection look at verse 16 Jesus went on to say on this walk. In a little while. 

 [00:14:39] You will see me no more. And then after a little while you will see me it sounds almost like a riddle doesn't it. After a while you won't see me and then in a little while you will see me. 

 [00:14:54] It's at this some of the disciples began to say to each other. 

 [00:14:58] What's he talking about. They tried to solve the riddle right why we don't get this in a little while you'll see me no more and then after a little while you'll see me because I'm going to the father. They kept asking what does he mean by this. In a little while we don't understand what is it but they're talking amongst themselves. Jesus sees that they wanted to ask him Master what's the solution to the riddle. 

 [00:15:21] So he said to them Are you asking one another. What I meant when I said in a little while you'll see me no more and then after a little while you'll see me. Truly I tell you you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. What's he talking about their church is talking about the cross. It's talking about the cross. 

 [00:15:41] In a few hours you will weep and mourn. In fact he's going to say in a minute you're gonna go back to your own homes scared to death. 

 [00:15:50] This is gonna happen in just the next twelve hours. This is gonna happen while the world rejoices. You will grieve but your grief will turn to joy. Resurrection right. A woman giving birth to a child as pain because their time has come but when the baby is born she forgets about the anguish because of her joy that the child is born into the world. So with you now is your time of grief. He's talking about that very night now is your time of grief. 

 [00:16:23] This is these are gonna be twelve brutal hours and then three brutal days. All right darkness. But I will see you again and you will rejoice and no one will take away your joy in that day. You will no longer ask me anything. He's talking about after the resurrection because the lights will come on and the Holy Spirit will be sent. Truly I tell you my father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you've not asked for anything in my name ask and you will receive. And your joy will be complete he's now painting a picture showing them what is to come after the resurrection and the coming of the Spirit. Though I have been speaking figuratively figuratively in riddles even a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language. But I'll tell you plainly about my father in that day you'll ask in my name. I'm not saying that I will ask. I I am not saying that I will ask the father on your behalf. No the father himself loves you. Well this is this is a real shifting gears too. He's saying now through the Spirit you just ask the father you go directly to the father deal with the father in my name and the Spirit will give you everything you ask. No the father himself loves you because you have loved me and believed that I came from God. I want you to understand the dramatic shift in this mission. He said I'm going away but it's good that I go away because I'm going to give the spirit. 

 [00:18:03] And he's going to connect you directly to the father. You don't have to deal just with me. Go to the father ask in my name and you're going to change the world. That's what he's saying here. I came from the father and I entered the world now I'm leaving the world and going back to the father. This is global. 

 [00:18:22] This is massive. Then Jesus disciples they kind of started to get it. Now you're speaking clearly and without metaphors. 

 [00:18:33] Now we can see that you know all things is OK. Now we see that you got all this figured out and you know only you don't need us to ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God and I loved you. 

 [00:18:46] Now you believe what Jesus said a time is coming. 

 [00:18:52] And in fact has come when you will be scattered. He's talking about the next 12 hours because that's exactly what happens when Jesus is arrested. Peter denies them. 

 [00:19:05] The disciples scatter to their homes as far as we know John was the only disciple kind of hooded in waiting there at the foot of the cross with the weeping women they forced soak him each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. 

 [00:19:24] Yet I am not alone. For my father is with me. 

 [00:19:27] I've told you these things so that in me you might have peace in this world. You will have trouble but take heart. I have overcome the world. Praise the Lord. There's the sermon right there. 

 [00:19:46] A man. And then Jesus I mean we're going to we're gonna get to this next week just to say during this walk. 

 [00:19:53] Jesus then prays for them. It's an awesome moment when Jesus then stops on this walk and he prays over his disciples and what he prays for is their protection. He prays for their protection that they would be kept from the evil one but we're not there yet. But I wanted you to see these five hours and I wanted you to see this walk that Jesus is on where he gives them the mission and then he says youre going to have opposition just to dig into this a little bit. He says this is going to be hard. 

 [00:20:31] This is not going to be an easy task. Look at verse 20. Remember what I told you. A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me they will persecute you. Also it's going to get hard. Jesus does not want his disciples to be under false pretensions. As a teacher who is the embodiment of integrity he wants every disciple. And now I'm saying this is about us. 

 [00:21:01] Every disciple every follower of Jesus to be clear about the cost of bearing his name in a sinful world followers of Christ face the daily opposition. 

 [00:21:15] Of a fallen world. 

 [00:21:17] We face the daily opposition in Ephesians chapter 6 Paul says. Be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might put on the full armor of God why so that you can take your stand against the devil schemes for our struggle is not against flesh and blood but against the powers and principalities and forces in the heavenly realms the dark forces that are against the US spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. He is saying this is not going to be easy and as you live for me you are going to be shining light into a dark world and the world will not embrace it. 

 [00:21:58] As Christians this is one of the commentaries I read leading into this week a guy named Bruce Milne who pastored for many years in Vancouver British Columbia. He wrote a commentary. He said this. Bruce Milne. 

 [00:22:12] As Christians we are called to be the light of the world. If we are living consistent lives what we do our work's what we say our words will regularly contradict the lifestyles of those around us. 

 [00:22:28] By our code of practice in the workplace by our attitudes to work by our personal ethical standards by our life goals and values we will inevitably without consciously setting out to do so do so expose the unfruitful works of darkness. You know what he's talking about here. He's talking about living for Jesus in a dark world counter-culture. 

 [00:22:55] No I won't say those things about a co-worker. No I won't lie. No I won't do this to get ahead. No I won't. I won't gossip. No I won't steal from my company when nobody. Just because everyone else is doing it. No I won't. 

 [00:23:12] Because I'm a follower of Jesus like our master the integrity of our speech our unwillingness to spread slander are words of kindness and forgiveness will at times provoke. Here's the point. Provoke opposition. Shakespeare's Iago says of Cascio. He have a daily beauty in his life. That makes me ugly. 

 [00:23:37] Wow. 

 [00:23:38] He have a daily beauty in his life. 

 [00:23:42] That makes me ugly. 

 [00:23:44] And it can be a short step from that to hatred is exactly what Jesus is saying here. God is always at work using you to shine his light in a dark world. And that is hard. 

 [00:24:00] But I want to say something else. 

 [00:24:03] What is also hard is the daily journey each of us take to overcome even our own sinful nature because you see God is also at work shaping you into a more Christlike version of yourself. And that is hard as well. That is hard as well. Followers of Christ face the daily opposition of our lesser selves. 

 [00:24:32] Of our lesser selves what do I mean by that I mean by that the way this world operates the way people think the operating system the OS w operating system of the world what I have the right to worry. 

 [00:24:47] Have the right to worry. 

 [00:24:49] Or they say I have the right to my fears. They are my fears I have the right and I have the right to my shame. You don't know what's been done to me I. I have the right to hold on to this shame. I have the right to my complaints. I have that right. You see this. This is the soundtrack of our world. I have the right to my isolation. To just kind of back off and not live in community and not be accountable and not be a part of what God is doing in this world. 

 [00:25:21] I have my right to these things am I not correct in saying this is the way the world operates. 

 [00:25:28] This is normal. And Jesus is saying no that's this is this is the way the world is. You're not of the world anymore. If you belong to the world verse 19 it would love you as its own. You want to know how how to be embraced by the world talk like the world. 

 [00:25:46] You want to know how to being loved by you. The world just think like the world be a part of the world. It would love you as its own as it is. 

 [00:25:54] You don't belong to the world. 

 [00:25:59] You see what Jesus is talking about. He's talking about our mission. 

 [00:26:03] And I'm sending you out into the world but you're transformed. You're not like the world anymore. I have chosen you out of the world. 

 [00:26:13] How. So powerful. 

 [00:26:18] Chosen God loves us. 

 [00:26:20] We are going to face opposition. But the good news is this. We have the provision of God not just with us but in us. Truly I tell you it is for your good that I'm going away unless I go The advocate will not come to you. But if I go I will send him to you and I want us to understand the Ministry of the spirit. Get this is not a vague importation I Bruce Milne said this not a vague importation of spiritual energy. OK. This I think is also kind of the work of Satan in the way we think about the Holy Spirit. We think of the Holy Spirit being you know maybe kind of this vague I don't quite get it but you know I'm given kind of this spiritual energy are all I'll feel a bit of a spiritual high or a buzz. No that's not the work of the Holy Spirit. And that's not why he was sent. The spirit is sent to us so that we can be on mission. The Holy Spirit empowers us the Church us to accomplish God's mission to reach the world. 

 [00:27:33] You get that. 

 [00:27:35] This is about the lost world. The Holy Spirit is given to us not so that we can have some experience with God and and have this or have that I'm not going to I'm not going to go too deep into that but that's kind of where where the world operates. With respect to the Holy Spirit it's having an experience. 

 [00:27:56] No it's not about that. 

 [00:27:57] You're gonna be filled with the Holy Spirit when you believe when you're born again church. If you're born again right here an adopted child of God. You have the Holy Spirit. Let me tell you what the Holy Spirit is doing in you. The Holy Spirit is giving you power to live. 

 [00:28:12] The call. 

 [00:28:15] And how the Holy Spirit does that is by pointing us to Jesus. And that's exactly what Jesus teaches us here. The spirit will reveal the world's most profound realities and reveal the church. Empower the church in its three most important areas of ministry. I'm going to go through this quickly it's pretty deep here but just to show you this is what Jesus is teaching about the Holy Spirit when he comes he will prove the world to be wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment so about sin. 

 [00:28:52] This is how the world is wrong about sin the most profound wrong in the world is the failure to trust that Jesus is who he says he is. That's the most profound sin. It's not acknowledging who Jesus is. If we don't acknowledge who Jesus is we are guilty of the most profound sin. What about the most profound right in this world. He says with respect to righteousness that I have gone on ahead of you the most profound right in the world is the life and ministry of Jesus and the fact that he is returned to the father where he is right now. That is the most profound rightness in this world. The Jesus is on his throne no matter what's happening your world in your life. The most profound rightness is the reality that Jesus is sovereign and on the throne and watching over you. And the most profound truth. 

 [00:29:51] In the world is that Satan was defeated on the cross. And God has already won. That is the most profound truth I am speaking to you. The most profound truths that exist in this world. That Jesus is the son of God that he sits at the right end of the father and that Satan is defeated. 

 [00:30:14] OK. 

 [00:30:15] That's what the Holy Spirit guides us into. It reveals the world's most three most profound realities and empowers the church. Church in the three most important areas of ministry and we see this here in versus 12 to 14 when the Spirit of truth comes He will guide you into all the truth. And those three ministries of the church the most important thing we do as the church one is proclaiming the truth about who Jesus is. Second of all proclaiming the truth about what is to come. 

 [00:30:51] Jesus is coming back. All right. This world is passing away but Jesus is returning. And the three the third most important ministry of the church is proclaiming the truth about God's glory. OK. Church this is what we are about. And we have been given the provision of the Holy Spirit and then Jesus as we saw shift gears in the last part of Chapter 16. And he talks about resurrection. And why is this important. Because we serve a risen Savior. Truly I tell you you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices you will grieve but your grief will turn to joy uses the illustration of a woman giving birth. But when this baby comes out she she forgets about all that pain. It's why there. Some people have more than one child. So with you. 

 [00:31:47] Now is your time of grief. But I will see you again and you will rejoice and no one will take your joy away. Church we serve a risen Savior. 

 [00:31:59] He is resurrected. He is alive. And this is where Jesus lands at all. Here's the summary statement of the walk. I have told you these things so that in me you will have what church what peace. 

 [00:32:18] It's not going to be easy. But to have peace in this world you will have trouble. 

 [00:32:26] But take heart. I've overcome this world. I'm on the throne. 

 [00:32:33] There is an upper story here that you're a part of. 

 [00:32:37] Jesus we worship you today. 

 [00:32:39] We thank you today that you are risen that you are. You are on the right hand of the father you are sovereign. We also thank you father that you love us and by your spirit we can interact directly with you. We come to you Holy Father God Lord of all that is seated on the throne. 

 [00:33:00] We thank You Father that you love us and that you have put each one of us on mission. 

 [00:33:06] Each one of us Lord God are on mission to live the call and in this world. 

 [00:33:13] To shine the light. 

 [00:33:16] To be filled by your spirit Lord delivered by your grace forgiven by your mercy. Empowered by your spirit transformed by your majesty and Lord God. On mission for you. Help us Father Phyllis afresh with your spirit. Thank you Lord that even though we might think you are. The world thinks you are far far away. Jesus you are our Living Hope. You are with us right here. 

 [00:33:50] You help us Jesus by your spirit to come into the very presence of God Almighty and in that spirit. 

 [00:33:57] I want to invite you to stand and sing here in Baker over in the sanctuary. 

 [00:34:03] Jesus is our living hope continue to make that your worship prayer. Right now. 

