9-23-2018 Praying for Life

 [00:00:12] Or church. 

 [00:00:13] Will be here in the sanctuary over and Baker may be online. One hundred and forty five years ago. What I believed to be one of the greatest hymns songs of all time was penned by a guy named Horatio Safford. 

 [00:00:33] Quite a name. 

 [00:00:35] The story is that Horatio Stafford was a very well-to-do successful business man in Chicago but in 1871 there was a fire grate fire in Chicago. Stafford was married Horatio is married to Anna. They had five kids four daughters and a son. And in that fire of 1871 his youngest son who was 2 years old perished in the fire. And not only that but a lot of properties and basically his entire financial viability was was ruined. And so within a couple of years he realized he had to go back home to to England. And he was going to go his whole family was gonna go. But they had booked tickets on a ship. But at the last minute some things came up in Chicago that he needed to stay behind for so Stafford put his wife Ann on the ship and his four daughters. And sent them off and out in the midst of the sea at some place between America and England. There was a collision and the ship sunk. Almost everyone was lost. Not all though because Horatio got a telegram some type of communication from Anna and she simply said saved alone. And further I realized through more communication that his four daughters had all died in that boat wreck. So now he has lost in the span of two years. All five of his children in Stafford is now on a ship that is going back to England. He's by himself. He's gonna go to be with his wife and he learns the details of just about where the ship had gone down and from from the deck of that ship as he's passing through the sea right there near where he had lost four of his daughters Stafford penned these words when peace like a river. 

 [00:02:40] Attended my way. When sorrows like sea billows roll. Whatever my lot you have taught me to say. You know the next phrase. It is well it is well with my soul. 

 [00:02:59] And I introduced this message that way today's message because it is a reminder to all of us that we go through a lot of difficulties in life lot of difficulties and yet these passages here in the Gospel of John that we are gonna be studying today. John Chapter 17 is a reminder to us that God gives us the power. 

 [00:03:22] To be well in our soul even in the midst of life's greatest struggles. 

 [00:03:30] Turn with me to John in fact start with me just to have it in front of you. I'm going to kind of just do a little review I know that some folks join in as we go along. One of my goals in teaching through the Gospel of John is that you understand the basic flow of the whole gospel. I'm very much a context person. It helps me greatly to understand the flow of what's happening. And in John Chapter Eleven. John has 21 chapters the first 10 chapters are the first three years of Jesus ministry life from the age of 30 to 33 we have the 10 chapters of John where John spotlights some very importance accounts stories from the life of Jesus then and John 11. We now are ramping into the cross. It is a week and a half. John 11 begins a week and a half journey that leads us to the cross into the resurrection and it begins with this account and John Chapter 11 right. The death of Lazarus. Jesus had a good friend named Lazarus in fact Lazarus and his two sisters Martha and Mary. They lived just two miles outside of Jerusalem. They were very hospitable people. They took Jesus and it was kind of a home base for him when he was in and around Jerusalem. He loved spending. They became his best friends good friends good friends. And when he would hear ever he was that well he gets a message when he's away from Jerusalem right here heading into what we now know of as Palm Sunday Jesus gets this message that Lazarus was not well and Jesus yet waits because in his sovereignty he knows in fact that Lazarus is going to perish from whatever it is that he was struggling with probably a young man middle aged man. 

 [00:05:17] And by the time Jesus gets to Bethany Lazarus has been dead for four days. Jesus goes to the tomb he calls out Lazarus come forth. The account says that he who had been dead came forth bound hand and foot with wrappings his face wrapped around with a cloth. And Jesus said to them unbind him and let him go. Well this account then starts pouring jet fuel on the crowd's response to Jesus. Because we see in chapter 12 then Jesus is then having a meal there in Lazarus is home and he leaves from there. And he then goes into Jerusalem on the next day which is Palm Sunday. 

 [00:06:00] So the crowds now cry Hosanna. Hosanna. Connect that to Lazarus. OK. That those those two events are like hand in glove because now the people are so fired up because of what Jesus has just done in the last couple of days raising Lazarus from the dead. We then have Jesus going in to Jerusalem and and then by the time we come to Chapter 13 Jesus. Now four days later pulls aside with his disciples and he goes into the upper room to celebrate the Passover meal. This this picture here I've always marveled at how DaVinci got all 12 guys plus Jesus on the same side of the table. I mean you can just imagine Da Vinci saying Okay fellas all right. Everybody on the same side and act normal. Just act natural. 

 [00:06:52] They did. So we have that picture by DaVinci and. That's not true. OK. DaVinci was not there. It. Was a joke. All right. 

 [00:07:05] I've always loved that though. 

 [00:07:12] So it's the upper room. Jesus pulls his disciples aside in chapter 13. He washes their feet. He serves them the Lord's Supper the Passover meal. He instituted what we now celebrate as communion. He then looks at Judas one of the 12. He says you need to now do what. What Satanist is prompting your heart to do. So Judas gets up and leaves the room. Nobody else understands why. And then look at chapter four to the end of Chapter 14. Every word in Scripture matters every word matters and it's there for a reason and there are some commentaries that would now describe chapters 15 16 and 17 as also taking place in the upper room. But I don't think so. Why would we have these last four or five words come now. Jesus says Let us leave. He knows that Judas is out looking for the Romans. He then gets up and according to John who was right there beside Jesus. They left the room. They left the upper room. We know that by the time we get to Chapter 18 just a couple hours later they then get into the garden of get cemetery so somewhere and it's just about a mile and a half away from the upper room to the garden. So after they get up and leave at the end of Chapter 14 they're somewhere around the walls of Jerusalem. I put this picture together only to indicate you know it's nighttime and it's right near the wall of Jerusalem. I do believe that the I know I've been there the hills around Jerusalem or terrorist and there were likely some vineyards there. It's highly probable I believe that as Jesus is now walking right outside the walls of Jerusalem he sees some vineyards and he says Chapter 15 verse one I am the true vine and my father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit while every branch that does bear fruit. He prunes and what we now have Jesus doing in chapters 15 and 16 is four things he's giving the disciples their mission. We saw this last Sunday their mission which is to go and bear fruit. You are to bear good fruit in my name through the acts of loving service of those that even oppose you because he then says in verse 18 he says this is not gonna be easy if the world hates you. Keep in mind that it hated me first. And he describes now that they're going to face great opposition. We see that in versus 18 to 25 but then Jesus says in verse 26. But when the advocate comes whom I will send you from the father the Holy Spirit who goes out from the father he will testify about me. So you're not gonna be alone on providing for you the gift of the Holy Spirit. And then Jesus points them to the fact in Chapter 16 verse 16 that he is going to not only die but he is going to raise from the dead. Look at verse 16 Jesus went on to say in a little while few hours you will see me no more I'm going to die I'm going to be put in the grave just like Lazarus. And then after a little while three days you will see me again. They just saw that happen in Lazarus his life. So here on the walls outside the walls of Jerusalem on this walk towards the garden and towards the arrest Jesus gives the disciples their mission explains opposition the provision of the Holy Spirit and the upcoming resurrection. And then we get to Chapter 17 which is really the culmination of Jesus and his ministry with his disciples. And at this point as Jesus is walking outside the walls of Jerusalem he stops. 

 [00:10:51] And he asks God for protection. Mission opposition provision resurrection protection. He looks up and he prays in fact it's called now the high priestly prayer where Jesus prays. 

 [00:11:12] For his disciples but more than that fact let me read it for you. Let's look together I'll read it for you. 

 [00:11:18] This prayer Jesus stops. And he looks up toward heaven. 

 [00:11:25] AND HE PRAYS father. The hours come glorify your son so that your son may glorify you For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to those you have given him. Now this is eternal life. That they know you father the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on Earth by finishing the work you gave me to do and now Father glorify me in your presence with the glory that I had with you before the world began that just links is right back to John one one in the beginning was the word and the words Word was with God and the Word was God. 

 [00:12:11] He is eternal. I've revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. 

 [00:12:18] They were yours you gave them to me. It's talking of a list of his disciples and they have obeyed your word. Now they know everything that you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. 

 [00:12:39] I'm not praying for the world but for those you have given me for they are yours. All I have is yours and all you have is mine. And Glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no longer. Is going to ascend but they are still in the world and I am coming to you. Holy Father. Protect them by the power of your name. 

 [00:13:08] The name you gave me so that they may be one as we are one. 

 [00:13:13] While I was with them these last three years I have protected them and I've kept them safe. By that name that you gave me none has been lost except the one doomed to destruction. So that scripture would be fulfilled. 

 [00:13:26] Judas. I'm coming to you now. But I say these things while I am still in the world. 

 [00:13:35] So that they may have the full measure of my joy within them I'm telling you right now. That is the only way that Stafford could say it is well with my soul because God had given him the full measure of his joy even in the midst of his deep deep sorrow. 

 [00:13:53] I have given them your word and the world has hated them for they have not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world even as I am not of it sanctify them by the truth. 

 [00:14:14] Your word is truth and you have sent me into the world I have sent as you have sent me into the world. 

 [00:14:20] I have sent them into the world sent ones the word is literally apostle. They are now shifting from disciples followers to apostles sent once. 

 [00:14:34] For them I sanctify myself that they too may be truly sanctified. 

 [00:14:39] Oh but Father. My prayer is not for them alone. 

 [00:14:45] I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message. Pause question. Who do you think that encompasses. 

 [00:14:56] Anybody. Anyone. 

 [00:14:58] Put your hand up. 

 [00:15:00] If you believe if you're a believer of Jesus you are a believer of Jesus because of the testimony of the disciples because the work that they did that all of them may be one father just as I just as you are in me and I am in you may also be in us so that the world might believe that you have sent me I have given them the glory that you gave me that they may be one as we are one I am them you and me so that they may be brought to complete unity then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me church that is all about World Mission and the only way the world will know that God is God and that Jesus came from him and that he is our Rescuer is by our unity. Father I sent them that you have given me. Those you have given me to be with me where I am to see my glory the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world righteous father though the world does not know you. I know you and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them. 

 [00:16:21] And that I myself may be in them and all God's people said. A man. Wow. Thanks be to God. The high priestly prayer. 

 [00:16:37] And we see that it it naturally falls into very three very clear sections movements. Jesus begins praying for himself and versus one through five. He then turns and begins praying over his disciples versus sixth through 19 and then twenty through twenty six Jesus prays for all future believers. That is us. Some things I want us to see let's just kind of unpack this a little bit. As Jesus is praying for himself I was very struck in verse 1 by four aspects of this prayer right out of the gate. First of all his posture. 

 [00:17:15] Posture matters the way we posture ourselves with open arms or eyes lifted up or humbled before God or on our knees or prostrate before him. 

 [00:17:28] Our posture matters and in this case Jesus we see lifts his eyes to his father. 

 [00:17:36] Posture matters and then. He says simply the word father her father. 

 [00:17:44] This is exactly how Jesus taught us to pray in the in the back in the Sermon on the mount where Jesus says this is how you are to pray. Our Father who art in heaven. We have a Holy God who is our father we have intimacy with God. We know him. He is our father he loves. We are adopted in into his family as his children. Thirdly there's urgency. The hour is now calm. We can't read this prayer without feeling the urgency. His Jesus is walking around these city walls knowing that the Garden of Gethsemane is an hour away and as his death is 12 hours away there is this urgency that I believe we can learn from praying with fervent see an urgency and alternately he says glorify your name Father and glorify me through you all of his prayer now is alternately about the glory of God the Father the glory of God the Father. We think about how much glory God the father receives through the hymn we sing it as well with my soul. Think of the glory God the father receives in that. Through the piece that God poured into Horatio's fabric this posture intimacy urgency and glory permeates this prayer. And I love verse three it just reinforces the reason John wrote his whole gospel now this is eternal life that they know you. The only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. This is why John wrote the gospel so that we might know that Jesus is the Messiah the Son of God and that by believing we would experience life and peace and joy in his name. 

 [00:19:37] Second of all Jesus prays for his disciples. And I was really struck look at verse 7. I've never quite seen this progression before in verse 7. 

 [00:19:51] Now they know the disciples. They know that everything you have given me comes from you. They know that. For I gave them the words you gave me and they. What's the next word. Accepted them. 

 [00:20:08] They knew with certainty that I came from you and they believed that you sent me I can't think of a better definition of a disciple to know who God is to know that he's true and that his word is true to no one to accept it. That's intellectual that's that's basically saying yes I I believe or I know I accept this as truth but then it shifts gears into a whole different ballgame to know with certainty. To me that is faith that is believing to the core of your being. 

 [00:20:43] And he's describing the disciples they knew they accepted. They knew with certainty. And these disciples of his now believe believe in who he is believe that he is the son of God. Believe that he came to rescue us believe that he came from heaven. Believe in his spirit lives in us. This is the journey of a disciple to know to accept and know with certainty to believe and and then he says I pray for them. 

 [00:21:09] I'm not praying for the world. 

 [00:21:12] But for those that you have given me for they are yours. 

 [00:21:17] What is Jesus praying for here. He prays. We see it throughout this prayer for them. But he prays for protection. For protection look at verse 11. 

 [00:21:32] I wrote I will remain in the world no longer they are in the world and I am coming to you Holy Father protect them by the power of your name. While I was with them I protected them verse twelve verse fifteen my prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one my prayer Lord God Holy Father is that you watch over them. 

 [00:21:57] Jesus is saying something very important to all of us and hears the message not only in his prayer for his disciples but a principle that we must all understand and it's this god isn't always going to get you out of hard. He's not going to always get you out of hard and if there's one thing that unites every one of us in this room over and Baker listening online. One thing that unites all of us and that is this We are all dealing with hard in our lives difficulty struggles trials we all are in this world. Jesus said you will have trouble. And the message here is that God isn't always going to get you out of hard. He is going to get you through hard. 

 [00:22:43] He's going to walk you every step of the way through the difficulty through the trial I quoted it is well with my soul there's another song a contemporary song 20 years old or so by a man named Scott propane. And he wrote a song called sometimes he calms the storm. 

 [00:23:03] I want to read you these lyrics because I think of these lyrics often in my own heart when I'm going through particular times of difficulty all who sail the sea of faith find out before too long. 

 [00:23:15] How quickly blue sky blue skies can grow dark and gentle winds grows strong. 

 [00:23:22] Suddenly fear is like white water pounding on the soul. Still we sail on knowing that our Lord is in control. 

 [00:23:28] Sometimes he calms the storm with a whispered Peace Be Still he can settle any sea but it doesn't mean he will. Sometimes he holds us close and lets the wind and waves go wild. 

 [00:23:45] Sometimes he calms the storm and other times he comes as child. God isn't always gonna get you out of hard. But he's always going to get you through hard. 

 [00:23:59] That's what we see here and look down at Verse 17. 

 [00:24:05] Because then Jesus speaks to the reason the higher purpose for whatever it is we're going through when he says sanctify them by the truth for your word is true. This is God's purpose is sanctification you say Pastor What is that. 

 [00:24:23] That's a ten dollar seminary word I don't know what that means. What does it mean that God is is walking us and protecting us through the storms in the midst of the storms ultimately that we would be sanctified. Well the actual meaning the the Webster definition of sanctify literally is the state of proper functioning. That's what it means to be sanctified. It means that you are a you are doing exactly what you were created to do it is the state of proper functioning. But when we add to it kind of the biblical truth of this it means set apart by God for His purpose. He said God is taking you through storms and trials and struggles. Ultimately. To set you apart by him for your higher purpose. There are things that we only learn in life when we go through trials and ultimately I'll tell you what we learn. 

 [00:25:25] Either we learn it or we don't. 

 [00:25:27] And that is to lean on God to trust in God to believe. 

 [00:25:32] To know to know with certainty and to believe in our hearts. And ultimately Jesus now prays for us as we go through trial as we work through the difficulties of life verse 20 my prayer is not for the disciples alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message. You are prayed for. That is awesome. To know that this night the Jesus before he goes to the garden and is arrested literally. 

 [00:26:04] He had you on his heart who's praying for you. Praying for me. 

 [00:26:11] And there were prayers of intercession to intercede means to pray on behalf of someone else intercession. 

 [00:26:21] You know I believe I believe this is this is my personal opinion. That nobody who comes to faith comes to faith without someone else praying for them. 

 [00:26:32] I believe that. I believe that. 

 [00:26:36] Anyone I've ever spoken to that has a faith in Christ I will ask them sometimes has. Were you prayed for and every time the answer is yes I was prayed for. 

 [00:26:44] Were you prayed for. Were you prayed for. Maybe you don't even know who. 

 [00:26:51] Intercession and I wanted to show a quick video here at this at this moment. This point of intercession. There's a couple in our church for the last 18 years have been interceding for you as you have sat here every Sunday for 18 years. They're stepping out of the ministry and that's one of the reasons I want you to see this is because there's a void that's being created. But it's Wilbur and Nancy Fritz and I want you to meet them Wilbur and Nancy. My name is Nancy Fritz this is my husband of 61 years Wilbur. 

 [00:27:27] Wright. And we got involved in intercession a prayer by way of personal need. I guess you would say that our family was having some. 

 [00:27:38] Inward problems and we didn't know what was going to happen with that. 

 [00:27:43] The church that we were attending. Split right down the middle and it left a lot of families just saying no. What do we do. And after that we were asked to help plant. A church. And. That sounded exciting because we were ready for something fresh and new but it was heartbreaking in the end because. 

 [00:28:09] The congregation didn't grow and the workers were few. 

 [00:28:13] And the finances were scant. So after nearly seven years we closed the doors. 

 [00:28:22] And we pleaded with God to show us what is wrong. What we hadn't done what we should have done. The. Outcome was that we learned more than anybody because we were beginning to practice what God had had. 

 [00:28:34] In. 

 [00:28:37] So we realize that God is our divine mediator. 

 [00:28:43] Jesus died for our sins and God is still praying for us in heaven. 

 [00:28:48] Well the accessory part. No. As far as I was concerned. We had. Wednesday night we met down in the. 

 [00:28:59] Student ministry center it was three to five people as we meet in the office down there and we pray for the program was going on from seven to eight thirty. And. We saw. Great results from that aside. From our. 

 [00:29:21] Behavior to just being. Press. 

 [00:29:26] That the youth were aware there was somebody with some great brand for the man. 

 [00:29:31] That's when we started to ask about inter sensory prayer. On Sunday mornings during the service that was our goal. We've had a lot of comments about what inter sensory prayer has done for people and we rejoice in that because it's gotten more and the one that touches our heart. The most is our daughter in law. When she and Scott were married they were not attending the same church the same kind of a church. So we talked with Scott several times and told him. 

 [00:30:03] The potential problems are there. Could that could come up. But in 1998 they were married and they had a beautiful wedding and they were happily married and. 

 [00:30:14] Have a girl. And she went to a Christian school. A Catholic school. 

 [00:30:22] And then when the difficulties the differences began to surface and found through. The interaction with the school and then finding a Turkish. 

 [00:30:36] It was a long journey. But Judy became a child of. And now we hear her say a lot. I'm not the person I used to be. 

 [00:30:47] So we're grateful for that all that time we kept praying and that was years and we didn't stop. So that's our job to keep praying. Yes. Into censoring prayer is ongoing. Still need lots of people to come and pray on Sunday morning. The prayer room will hold eight or ten. We've discovered that. A time or two. 

 [00:31:08] And you're more with the more than welcome to come in and any one of the services. Eight a.m. nine thirty at eleven o'clock. Somebody is normally in here to pray with you and we pray about things that are immediate things that are coming up. 

 [00:31:23] Things whatever kind of things the Lord lays on our heart. That's what we pray about. So we're grateful for all those who probably we have some very faithful people. 

 [00:31:33] Pregnant. Kingston church. Yeah. Thanks. Thanks be to God. And. 

 [00:31:45] I love how Nancy pointed us back to the reality we realize that God is our divine mediator. Jesus died for our sins. And God is still praying for us in heaven. And what does he pray for. What was the heartbeat of Jesus prayer for us that he still prays. 

 [00:32:05] It's unity to unity. 

 [00:32:09] It's that we would be knit together not not identical certainly we're all unique and different but in spirit we are one moving together in fact I love what the ESB study Bible says about this unity I I quoted it here. 

 [00:32:23] I pray for those who will believe in me through their message. 

 [00:32:27] That's our message that all of them may be one father just as you are in me and I and you may be in us so the world the world my believe. Jesus shows the kind of profound unity that should be the norm among genuine believers namely the unity of a common mind and purpose and unqualified mutual love and a sustained comprehensive togetherness in mission the kind of unity that is central to Jesus high priestly prayer is an all encompassing relational reality that binds us together with each other and with the Lord a unity that can be achieved only through the regenerating and sanctifying work of the Father Son and Holy Spirit although each of us individually and the church in general tend to fall short of the fullness of unity that the Lord intends whenever such unity is even partially realized. 

 [00:33:19] Never at the expense of truth or holiness the result will always be deep joy. A persuasive witness to the world and a display of God's glory. 

 [00:33:31] I love that man. Church here's what I want us to see we are prayed for and we are called. To pray for others we are called to pray for others as I conclude this passes message today. I want to give you a very practical challenge. Starting next week beginning of October a new ministry is developing here in the life of King Street Church and it's called Celebrate Recovery. It's a ministry designed to reach out to those with habits hurts and hangups. It's about all of us isn't it. We all fit into those categories habits hurts and hangups. It'll be Monday nights right here in in the student ministry center and taking over some of the downstairs area of the church. Every Monday nights meant a meal. Moving right into a time of worship and then a time of small group accountability for the various issues that we face. I want to ask you to pray for this ministry. Pray that God will move in a significant way in the lives and hearts of those who who desperately need hope. Hope from the Hertz habits and hang ups and you might be praying about yourself. Maybe this would be just the right ministry for you. But I want to challenge you. Encourage you. Please be praying for Celebrate Recovery is it. As it launches here just in a week here at King Street church and. And consider also being a part of the inner sensory team during all three services in the prayer room if you would. Father we come to you today grateful for your word your word is truth thankful today father that that we can come to the cross and find forgiveness and salvation. 

 [00:35:23] Lord it is at the Cross that we find a level ground. Every one of us to know Lord Jesus that you don't always take us out of the storm sometimes you calm the storm but other times Lord God. 

 [00:35:35] You just calm us you calm your child you hold us close to your heart. I pray for anyone here right now listening to this sermon even right now in this moment that you'll touch their heart heal their pain help them to know that there is joy there is hope there is peace through your Holy Spirit living in US Lord help us to not just know and accept but to know with certainty and believe that you are alive that you are real that you are true we worship you and we come to the cross right now in Jesus. 

