7-1-2018 The Resurrection and the Life

 [00:00:12] Now ask if you were to join me. I just chewed my mint. 

 [00:00:22] Stupid. 

 [00:00:28] All right. You know it's one of those real you know winter green jobs turn within a john. I think I'm good John Chapter Eleven John Chapter 11 we are at the midway point of the Gospel of John did you know that we're at the midway point of the year. This is like hump day for 2018. July 1 right. You know we've gone through six months and now it's time to start heading to Christmas. Right. July 1. Well way. What. All right John. Eleven and I've made the commitment as I'm preaching through this year in the Gospel of John not just to to preach about these texts but to to read them so that we spend time not just hearing need but hearing the Word of God. Capital W word of God. And so in and some sections of scripture really naturally kind of break down into ten eleven verses. But these last few weeks really the whole chapter. Chapter 9. Chapter 10. Now Chapter Eleven it's really it's impossible to break it apart it's one account one story one narrative. 

 [00:01:45] And so I'm going to read it for you. All right. So settle in. Follow along. Open your heart to what God would have to say now. A man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany the village of Mary. Her sister Martha. By the way this Mary whose brother Lazarus was sick is the same one who poured perfume on the Lord Wiped her feet with her hair. So the sisters sent word to Jesus Lord. The one you love is sick. When he heard this Jesus said this sickness will not end in death. No it is for God's glory so that God's son may be glorified through it. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick he stayed where he was two more days. Then His disciples said let's go back then to His disciples said Let us go back to Judea. But Rabbi they said short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you and yet you're going back. Jesus said are there not 12 hours of daylight anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble for they will see by this world's light. It's when a person walks at night that they stumble for they have no light. After he said this he went on to tell them our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep but I'm going to go wake him up or his disciples said Laura that's a great thing if he's asleep he's gonna get better. Jesus was speaking of his death but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So then he told them plainly Lazarus is dead. And for your sake I'm glad I was not there so that you may believe let us go now to him. Then Thomas also known as did Imus without also known now as unfairly Doubting Thomas said to the rest of his disciples. Let us also go that we may die with him on his arrival Jesus found that Lazarus. Had already been in the tomb for days now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. And when Martha heard that Jesus was on his way she went out to meet him. But Mary stayed at home. Lord Martha said Jesus if you had been here my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask. Jesus said to her Your brother will rise again. Martha answered All I know he'll rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said to her I am the resurrection and the life the one who believes in me will live. 

 [00:04:38] Even though they die and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this. 

 [00:04:46] Oh yes Lord she replied I believe that you are the Messiah the Son of God who has come into the world after she had said this. She went back and called her sister Mary. The teacher is here she said. He's asking for you when Mary heard this. She got up quickly went to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village was still out where Martha had seen him. And when the Jews who had been with Mary in the House comforting her noticed how quickly she got up and went out. They followed her thinking she was going to the tomb to mourn there. But when Mary reached the place where Jesus was she saw him she fell at his feet and said Lord if you had been here my brother would not have died When Jesus saw her weeping and and the Jews would come along with her also weeping. He was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled. Wherever you laid him he asked. Come and see Lord they replied. Jesus wept. Then the the Jews said See how he loved him but some of them said could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying. That Jesus once more deeply moved came to the tomb. Now it was a cave. There was a stone laid across the entrance. Take away the stone he said. Oh but Lord Martha said by this time there's going to be a bad odor. He's been in there for days. Jesus said Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God. So. They rolled away the stone. 

 [00:06:23] Then Jesus looked up and he said Father I thank you that you hear me. I knew that you always hear me. But I said this for the benefit of the people standing here that they might believe that you sent me. And when he had said this Jesus cried out in a loud voice. Lazarus come forth. 

 [00:06:42] The dead man. Came out. 

 [00:06:45] His hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen and a cloth around his face. And Jesus said to them unbind him take off those grave clothes and let him go. Therefore. 

 [00:06:58] Many of the Jews who had come to visit Marian had seen what Jesus did. Believed in him. But some. Went away to the Pharisees told them what Jesus had done. Then the chief priest and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Supreme Court the Sanhedrin. What are we accomplishing. They asked. Here is this man performing many signs. If we let him go on like this every one will believe in him. And then the Romans will come and take away both our temple as well as our nation. Then one of them named Caiaphas who is high priest that year spoke up you know. 

 [00:07:39] You know nothing at all. You do not realize that it is better that for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish. 

 [00:07:50] You know he didn't say this on his own but his high priest. That year he was prophesying that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation and not only for that nation for the nation but also for the scattered children of God to bring them together and make them one. So from that day on they plotted to take his life. Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea. Instead he withdrew to a region near the wilderness to a village called Ephraim where he stayed with his disciples. And it was almost time for the Passover. Many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. They kept looking for Jesus and as they stood in the Temple Courts they asked one another What do you think. Is he coming to the festival at all. But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out where Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest him. 

 [00:08:51] Well what would a great passage of Scripture what an amazing account of Lazarus and how Jesus declares that he is the resurrection and the life and we get to this point and John and we've already made our way through these seven now signs. John calls these miracles very significant miracles signs that point to who Jesus is the sign of of turning water into wine and cleansing the temple and healing the nobleman son healing the lay man feeding the 5000 plus healing Peniel the blind man as we saw a few weeks ago. That's we don't know that that's his name but a name that I've used these last few weeks and then we get to Chapter Eleven and it's the culmination of these signs that Jesus has performed raising Lazarus from from being four days dead. We also I just want to lay this kind of this grid over John to show you that we also see these very clear I am statements in John where Jesus seven times now is saying I am I am the Bread of Life I Am The Good Shepherd I am the resurrection and the life is what he says here in Chapter 11 there's two more one in chapter 14 I am the way the truth and the life and then in Chapter 15 he says I am the true vine but I just want us to see that as we're now coming to the place of of the account of Jesus going into Jerusalem to ultimately be crucified at the Passover festival. John is kind of wrapping up these these signed statements and these I am statements and now Jesus is going to. To Bethany. Now we see in verse 1 of Chapter 11 a man named Lazarus was sick so Bethany the village of Mary and Martha and I realized it has been a long time since I have shown you a map. So it's it's time for me to to show you this I'm very visual and and I want you to see exactly where Bethany was it's it's really cool this is a modern day I just took a screenshot of Google Maps you've got Jerusalem right here modern day Jerusalem. And right here you've got this area that I want to highlight. That's called the Old City the Old City and literally if you drive around Jerusalem modern Jerusalem in fact I took a picture couple of you a few years ago I was in Jerusalem right here on route 60 driving north. Right along the Old City. And this is exactly how it looks. All right. You've got modern Israel modern Jerusalem stoplights and beautiful office buildings really cool some palm trees. And then right beside you is what the wall. The old city that you know that that was there at the time of. Christ and just to show you this old city and and of Jerusalem now right outside the eastern wall you've got to see this green space well that is where the temple mount of point that out to you right up here is where now that there's a mosque up there and and it's called. There's another building called the Dome of the rock. It's a large space me and hundreds of yards in either direction called the Temple Mount just outside the temple mount this green space is the Kidron Valley. Then it rises up you see guest 70 there. That's on the slopes of of just an uprise called the Mount of Olives. And I want to take us out here just along Route 417 to this place called Al. I Zaria Al I Zaria and Ally Zaria in Arabic literally means the place of Lazarus. So on a modern day map I Zaria it's it's Bethany it's where Lazarus was from. And I took a picture standing right here at the Temple Mount. Facing out right along you can see this this road right here leading down past the seminary is called Good Friday I'm sorry palm Sun homes are Palm Sunday road. I took a picture right alongside looking up Palm Sunday road to the point of of the Mount of Olives and just on the other side of that ridge is Bethany. So here's Palm Sunday road here's the ridge line of. The Mount of Olives and literally less than two miles from where I'm standing. I mean that's that's like from here to the Appleby's south on Wayne or to the sheets out on the other side of 81 on on 30 East. It's not far at all from from the Temple Mount just up over the ridge line of the Mount of Olives and you drop right down into our I Zaria or Bethany. So that's where he was. Lazarus was sit. From Bethany the village where Martha and Mary are from parent authentically this is. This is Mary whose brother Lazarus was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord. It's interesting because that doesn't happen until next week. That's in John Chapter 12. So John has already indicated foreshadowing here in chapter eleven who this very same Mary is. But we know this Mary back from Luke Chapter 10 The first time Jesus met them was when he was passing through Bethany and Martha took the initiative to open up her home to Jesus. She had the gift of hospitality and she had a sister Mary who Mary was sitting at the Lord's feet right. Listening to what he said. Martha you know the story don't you. Very distracted very busy. She finally boils over and she is Lord. Tell my sister to help me. She's just sitting there. And Jesus then said No Mary's chosen the better thing she is listening to my words and slowing down. But tell what we see in these accounts really are the personalities of Mary and Martha Martha busy active outgoing Invitational Mary more quiet more thoughtful more introverted really. But what I want us to see in all of this is how much Jesus loved these people. 

 [00:15:31] That's a big deal. 

 [00:15:33] Let's just pause to realize Jesus loved these people. We see an inverse three right. The sister sent word Lord the one you love is sick verse five now Jesus loved Martha. And Mary and Lazarus. And down in verse thirty five. Jesus shortest verse in the Bible right. Jesus wept. I actually wrote a song once back in my youth ministry days. I'll teach it to you. Ready. John eleven thirty five. Jesus wept. John eleven thirty five. Jesus wept. John eleven thirty five when Lazarus died. John eleven thirty five. Jesus wept. Pretty cool song I actually wrote that I. I did and I just taught you a Bible verse say. Bam. 

 [00:16:22] Then the Jews said See how he loved him why did Jesus weep. Well the context tells us he was out of his grave. He loved these these people Lazarus and Mary and Martha. Just let that sink in. Oh How He Loves You and me the old songs as Jesus loved them and we see in verse three. So the sisters sent word to Jesus. This really struck me. What did they say. Jesus the one you love is sick. 

 [00:16:56] You know what that is. That's a prayer meeting tomorrow morning our staff is going to gather and we're gonna pray over all of the let's connect cards that get turned in today with your prayer requests and you know what we're gonna do tomorrow morning we're gonna say Lord the one you love. Is sick Lord the one you love is struggling. Lord the one you love is working through relational issues Lord the one you love. Suzanne this is like a prayer meeting and they're pointing out to Jesus they're not telling them what to do but they are reminding him Lord the one you love. Is sick and what we see here in the remainder of this chapter. There are a thousand ways to preach John 11 fact the very first sermon I ever preached was in seminary and I preached this chapter for a great many and tell you what I got but there's a lot of different ways to approach. But as I as I prepared this more for this morning these three phrases stuck out to me. 

 [00:18:02] First of all so when so when Second of all even now. 

 [00:18:09] And thirdly so that write those down these are these are really this is my outline for the morning so when we see this up and versus four or five and six When Jesus heard this he said this sickness will not end in death. No it's for God's glory. So that God's son may be glorified now Jesus loved Martha and her sister Lazarus. 

 [00:18:33] So when. He heard that Lazarus was sick. He stayed where he was. Two more days. Wait what. So when. 

 [00:18:45] When he heard this you would think he would immediately get up and go to where Lazarus was so that so that he could speak life into him. No. 

 [00:18:56] So when he heard this he waited. Something we can hear in all of this. 

 [00:19:02] You see sometimes our good shepherd walks us through the valley. You see Jesus has a reason. For the struggles that we go through and sometimes he waits. I love this quote out of a from a man as I studied for this week by Ernst Heintz and he said if one may generalize about what is being said of the anguish of Martha and Mary Lou and losers one may say that a mystery is revealed that John knows something about God does not spare those he loves from life's difficulties. That's what we see I really think in in this so when it's all about God's timing the Lord doesn't always arrive right when we want him to. But when he does. 

 [00:19:56] He's always right on time. So when. 

 [00:20:02] You see on his arrival Jesus found that Lazarus had been dead already in the tomb for four days. That's a significant. 

 [00:20:13] Factor he waited intentionally so that John so that Lazarus would have been dead for days. Why for days. You know we don't know for sure but as you dig into the culture of the Jews and this time it was widely believed that a person's spirit. Would linger around the dead body for three days. Just linger. And then on the fourth day their spirit would depart and be gone and I think that's probably at play here. 

 [00:20:45] Jesus wanted there to be no doubt. 

 [00:20:49] The Lazarus was completely dead. So. So when. 

 [00:20:57] And yet often what do we cry out. God. But when. When God when are you going to move when are you. We hate to wait. 

 [00:21:06] But when. 

 [00:21:08] And that's where I think about the words of Proverbs 3 5 and 6 trust in the Lord with all your heart. 

 [00:21:15] Lean not on your own understanding of how things ought to be. 

 [00:21:21] In all your ways submit to him and he will make your paths straight. But when Lord but when. And the second phrase even now we get this out of versus 20 21 22. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming finally she went out to meet him. But then Mary stated on Lord Martha said if you had been here my brother would not have died. 

 [00:21:49] I mean that's great faith right. She knew that Jesus could have healed him but I know. That even now God will give you whatever you ask. But I know that even now. That that is what I would call even now say. It's faith that believes that that God is more than able at any point to do whatever he wants to do you know as I was preparing this last week for this message. 

 [00:22:22] I ran across I was in my tunes and I ran across an audio file of my father. My dad was a pastor pastor for his whole life 60 years. He died at the age of eighty six five years ago. And I ran across someone in his later years. I don't even know who and how I got it but someone sat my dad down and had him tell some stories. And I ran across these audio files and one of them just a little two minute clip of my dad telling a story. Of something that happened early in his ministry life he was going to seminary in Chicago a place called northern northern Baptist seminary. He was ministering on the weekends up in Milwaukee. He was in his 20s and dad told this story of when he went from Northern. Up to Milwaukee for the weekend. And listen in my dad's own words. 

 [00:23:21] I got back after being in northern and found out that one of the older members up in his 70s was in the hospital. So I asked two of my deacons to go with me and we went over to see this gentleman whose name was Mr. Fain Effie why any fame. Well he was in a coma. And we went in and and we weren't able to talk to him because he was in a coma. But before we left I read the twenty third song and we laid hands on him and prayed for healing. He had three blood clots in his lungs. 

 [00:24:21] Now that the blood clots originate someplace else in his body but they traveled to his lungs and and that's why he was in a coma. He had three and they said he probably won't last the night. Well I got up the next morning and was early around 7 o'clock and and went immediately to the hospital to see how he whether he had made it through the night. And he was sitting up on the edge of his bed eating breakfast. And I said to him Mr. Fein how you feel. He said I feel great. I said Really. He said a strange thing happened to me last night. 

 [00:25:07] He said. I saw a light over in the corner of my bedroom. And I heard a voice. Quoting the twenty third Shah. And he said I felt warm all over. 

 [00:25:28] And he said the other than the twenty third Psalm the light didn't speak. But he said I. 

 [00:25:36] I felt warm all over. And he said I woke up this morning and and I feel great. 

 [00:25:44] They took x rays and all three blood clots had dissolved. 

 [00:25:51] Not awesome. Oh. 

 [00:25:57] That is exactly what happened to Lazarus right. He would probably say the same thing to you right here right now sir. I was laying there. 

 [00:26:09] It's pretty cold. 

 [00:26:11] And I heard these words Lazarus come out. 

 [00:26:18] And I felt warm. 

 [00:26:20] And I got up I woke up I had all these grave clothes on me and on a stomach. This account really is an example of what my dad just out of. 

 [00:26:34] Even now. Faith. And I love what Martha says but I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask. You know Moses. Moses was backed up against the Red Sea. The entire Egyptian army bearing down on him. There was no way out. Think about Abraham and Sarah. Abraham one hundred years old Sarah 90. There was no way God could keep his promise of a child. 

 [00:27:04] Right. Wrong. How about you. 

 [00:27:08] I'm going to ask how many of you seated right here have seen God move in a way that can only be described as miraculous. I'm going to ask you put your hand up. Seriously how many of you have seen God move in a way that can only be described as miraculous. 

 [00:27:29] Joel and Cheryl I'm going to say I read your Facebook post this morning. Ten years married congratulations. Five years ago. 

 [00:27:37] Headed to divorce. 

 [00:27:40] And yet here you are this morning more in love than ever before. 

 [00:27:49] Even now Faith Church you're gonna get tired of me telling this story out of Second Chronicles. Josh Joshua fat king Josh a fat. There are three armies that are bearing down on him all at once. Send chronicles 20. He goes to the temple steps. He cries out to God. God we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We don't know what to do but God our eyes are on you all the men of Judah and their wives and kids and little ones stood there before the Lord. Then the Spirit of God comes on one of them to Hazel. He stands up and he said listen King and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem and y'all today. This is what the Lord says to you. Do not be afraid. Do not be discouraged because of this vast army because the battle is not yours. It belongs to the Lord. The battle belongs to God. We do not know what to do but God our eyes are on you even now. Faith we're gathered here this morning to worship a God who is far bigger than any problem you face. 

 [00:29:07] But I want you to know right now. 

 [00:29:09] So when we must wait on God's timing even now we need to unlock our faith in Christ Jesus and say Lord I ask you to move even now faith so that it's God's higher purpose and what is his higher purpose. 

 [00:29:30] We've seen in four versus 14 and 15. So then he told them plainly Lazarus is dead for your sake I'm glad that I wasn't there so that you may believe but let us go to him. I said this for your benefit. Verse 42. So that they might believe that you sent me God's higher purpose. It's his glory. His glory. There is a reason you're listening to my voice. This Very Moment. 

 [00:30:05] Jesus wants you to believe. 

 [00:30:09] He wants you to believe not just these folks. Two thousand years ago. But you right here right now there is an upper story reason for everything you are going through right now. 

 [00:30:23] God has a higher purpose and there's three things he wants you to know first of all Jesus wants you to call out to him right now. So the sister cry. The sisters sent word to him Lord. The one you love is sick. He wants you to cry out to him right now Second of all. Jesus wants you to trust him. Trust him right now. Trust his word. Trust is truth. Trust his goodness. 

 [00:30:49] And Jesus wants you to believe that he is the son of God. Jesus said Did I not tell you. 

 [00:30:58] That if you believe you will see the glory of God. So our prayer is simply this Lord we don't know what to do. But our eyes are on you to which God is replying to you right now. Don't be afraid. Don't be discouraged. For the battle is not yours. 

 [00:31:17] It is the Lord's Jesus we come to you right now with our needs with our problems with our issues with our struggles. Lord it might be for ourselves for the things happening in our own lives relationships that are deteriorating habits Lord God that we just can't seem to to break. Lord God we struggle with with emotional anxiety and Lord we have some physical cancer and struggles. Lord we also struggle for those that we love God. We pray over those that are sick or or dealing with issues Lord we don't know what to do. 

 [00:32:00] But God is King Josh of that cried out God our eyes are on you. We trust you and we thank you Lord for this word this word of joy Hazel that simply said don't be afraid. 

 [00:32:14] Don't get discouraged. For God is with you. And the battle is not yours. It is God's. So Jesus we trust you right now. We trust you. We call out to you. We need you. And we pray. Your deliverance and your help. 

 [00:32:34] It's in your name we pray. Jesus. 

