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 [00:00:12] Were You There When They Crucified My Lord. 

 [00:00:19] You know that song. Those of you over and Baker as well. Would you sing it with me. Were You There When They Crucified My Lord. 

 [00:00:31] Ho sometimes it causes me to tremble tremble tremble. 

 [00:00:45] Were You There When They Crucified My LO. 

 [00:00:56] It's what we're looking at today. I want to stand or into this passage if you would John. Chapter 18. Take your Bible or your handheld. Please join me. Even if you're listening online live stream at home maybe even on a video. Let's dig into the Word of God today and we're going to enter into this passage that describes Jesus before. 

 [00:01:20] The Roman governor pilot beginning in verse 28 of Chapter 18. 

 [00:01:27] Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor pilot. By now it was early morning sun was coming up and to avoid ceremonial unclean this they did not enter the palace because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. So pilot came out to them and asked what charges are you bringing against this man. 

 [00:01:56] If he were not a criminal they replied We would not have handed him over to you. Pilot said then take them yourselves and judge him by your own law. But we have no right to execute anyone. They objected. They're wrong we'll see that in a minute. But nonetheless this took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die. Pilot then went back inside the palace summoned Jesus and asked him Are you the king of the Jews. Is that your own idea. Jesus asked or did others talk to you about me. Am I a Jew. Pilar replied Your own people and Chief Priests handed you over to me. 

 [00:02:41] What is it you have done. 

 [00:02:44] Jesus said My kingdom is not of this world. If it were my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders by now. But now rather My kingdom is from another place. 

 [00:02:58] You are a king then said pilot. Jesus said You say that I am a king. 

 [00:03:04] In fact the reason I was born and came into this world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me. 

 [00:03:16] What is truth. Pilot retorted. 

 [00:03:20] With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said I find no basis for a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of Passover do you want me to release the king of the Jews. They shouted back No not him. 

 [00:03:39] Give us Barabbas. We won Barabbas. 

 [00:03:43] Now Barabbas had taken part in an uprising then pilot took Jesus had him flogged the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head they clothed them in a purple robe and went up to him again and again saying Heil king of the Jews. And they slapped him in the face once more pilot came out. Said to the Jews gathered there the courtyard Look I am bringing him out to you. To let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him. When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe pilot said to them. Here is the man. Soon as the chief priests in their official saw him they chanted crucify crucify but pilots silenced and answered. You take him and crucify him. As for me I find no basis for a charge against him. The Jewish leaders insisted we have a law and according to that law he must die because he claimed to be the son of God when pilot heard this. 

 [00:04:50] He was even more afraid he would back inside to the palace. Where do you come from. 

 [00:04:57] He asked Jesus. Jesus gave no answer. 

 [00:05:01] Do you refuse to speak speak to me pilot said Don't you realize I have power either to free or crucify you. Jesus did speak. 

 [00:05:12] You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. 

 [00:05:16] Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin. From then on pilot tried to set Jesus free but the Jewish leaders kept shouting if you let this man go you're no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar. 

 [00:05:32] When pilot heard this he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat a place known as the stone pavement which in Aramaic is the buffer. 

 [00:05:46] It was the day of preparation of the Passover. It was about noon. 

 [00:05:50] Here is your king pilot said to the Jews. But they shouted Take him away take them away crucify him crucify him shall I crucify your king. Pilot asked. Oh we have no king but Caesar. 

 [00:06:07] The Chief Priests answered. 

 [00:06:10] Finally pilot. Handed him over to them. To be crucified. Word of the Lord. 

 [00:06:19] A man that lived the last generation. Man by the name of Albert Schweitzer. Albert Schweitzer fairly well-known started a hospital in central Africa place called Gabon in 1952 was awarded the Nobel Prize Peace Prize. He's considered historically as a fine gentleman and a man that did a lot of good for others. But in 1986 he wrote a book called The History the quest for the historical Jesus the quest for the historical Jesus. And I want you to see a quote from this book. 

 [00:07:01] He said there is silence all around the Baptist appears. John the Baptist cries Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Soon after that comes Jesus who lays hold of the wheel of the world to set it moving on that last revolution which is to bring all ordinary history to a close. OK. Pretty Polo. Poetic but all right. It is. It refuses to turn and he Jesus throws himself upon it. Then it does turn and crushes him. The wheel rolls onward and the mangled body of the one immeasurably great man who is strong enough to think of himself as the spiritual rule of mankind and to bend history to his purpose is hanging upon it still a mistaken idealist. Caught and crushed like a rag doll in the wheels of history a man who died in confusion and despair. 

 [00:08:05] You may have been a noble man Albert Schweitzer. But I'm telling you right now you missed it. 

 [00:08:11] You absolutely missed it. Are things really spinning out of control. Is Jesus really being crushed like a rag doll in the wheel of history. Dying in confusion and despair. I ask you is that what we just read in John. 

 [00:08:30] Now. Not at all. 

 [00:08:33] John Chapter 18 look at verse 28. Let's dig in then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. I just want you to see it. We've looked at this map. Jesus was arrested in guest Simone. He was then taken into the city gates to the house of the high priest where he was there basically probably midnight to 5 or 6 a.m. the Sanhedrin Supreme Court was called of the Jews 70 men. They convicted him of crimes that they drummed up charges that were falsified. He was then led at dawn as the sun was rising out of the House of the high priest through Jerusalem to the fortress Antonia which was where pilots palace was and within was a courtyard that Jesus was then escorted into verse 28. By now it was early morning. And to avoid ceremonial unclean as they didn't enter the palace they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. How ironic because Jesus the true Passover Lamb was the one inside. 

 [00:09:38] So pilot came out to them and asked what charges are you bringing against this man you know as I considered this passage these words jumped out at me but by now it was early morning I want to ask you has the sun ever risen on a day more important than this day. 

 [00:09:59] The day that Jesus gave his life. The day the sun refused to shine. During the hours that Jesus hung on that cross the day that the blood of Jesus was poured out upon this earth. This was the morning of the most important day in the history of the world pilot. 

 [00:10:20] It says comes out to them I don't know if you caught that as I was reading but John actually gives us this account in very dramatic if I could say form because the scene continues to shift seven times. Pilot comes outside on the probably a portico of some sort. Looking out at those that are gathered and he says you know and the Jews then accuse him. He even goes inside where he privately meets with Jesus and questions and he goes back outside and he says you choose who you want to release. Goes back inside as Jesus whipped and Mark goes outside here's the man inside. Where are you from. Back outside the older gang. This is an ongoing back and forth that John gives us that kind of gives us a bit of the outline for the way this unfolds so we see scene one outside actually in this particular scene. Jesus wasn't yet with him although that's coming. A few scenes later but we can imagine pilot there before the Jewish leaders and those that have gathered in the outside of the palace probably a courtyard power pilot then addresses them and asks the question what charges are you bringing. It's the first question he needs to ask why are you here. What charges and do you see what they say. 

 [00:11:45] If he were not a criminal we would not have handed him over to you. 

 [00:11:54] Did they answer the question. 

 [00:11:57] No answer in that is there. What are they basically saying. They're saying he's guilty because we say he's guilty. 

 [00:12:05] There are no legitimate charges. He is simply guilty of death because we wouldn't be telling you he was guilty of death if he wasn't guilty of death so he's guilty of the fact that we say he's guilty. 

 [00:12:20] That's what's going on here. 

 [00:12:23] To which pilot says then you deal with it. If that's. All that's here is if that's the basis of all of this. You deal with it to which they say in verse 31 but we have no right to execute anyone. Yes they do. Numerous times in the Gospels up to this point they have tried to kill Jesus. 

 [00:12:44] How you know how by picking up rocks the Jews version of capital punishment was called stoning. It's exactly what they did to to the to the deacon Stephen. 

 [00:12:57] Now a number of months later no the Jews could exercise capital punishment. 

 [00:13:03] But rather we see in verse 32 this took place to fulfill the kind of death Jesus was going to die. The kind of death. Let's dig down on that just a little bit. Jesus in his conversation with Nicodemus back in John 3 said just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness. So the Son of Man must be lifted up and then again in chapter 12 Jesus said now is the time for judgment on this world. Now the prince of this world will be driven out and I when I am lifted up from the earth will draw all people to myself. He said this to show the kind of death Jesus fully understood that he was going to be hung on a cross hung on a pole and just to drill a little deeper. 

 [00:13:54] This actually is rooted back in Deuteronomy chapter 21 verse twenty three when Moses was listing the various curses that exist. And he said anyone who is hung on a what. 

 [00:14:09] Pole. 

 [00:14:12] Is under God's curse. Do you know that's exactly what happened to Jesus when he was crucified. When he was literally hung on a pole. He took upon himself the curse. Of the world. 

 [00:14:33] Pilot then went back inside seemed to summon Jesus asked him. Are you the king of the Jews. 

 [00:14:42] He basically is just saying Who are you not to say he didn't fully understand what Jesus had done in fact in order for the six hundred Roman soldiers to have been dispatched the night before pilot would have had to have known that he knew exactly what Jesus was all about and yet he has them face to face now and he says Who are you. 

 [00:15:06] To which Jesus said. What do you think. You know that's the central question of all of this. 

 [00:15:14] It's the question Jesus put to pilot. These are the face to face. 

 [00:15:19] What do you think. Who do you think I am. 

 [00:15:23] Am I a Jew. Pilot says your own people and Chief Priests have handed you over to me what is it you have done. Who are you and what have you done to it. 

 [00:15:34] Jesus says my kingdom verse 36 is not of this world if it were my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. The Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place my kingdom. 

 [00:15:51] To which I want to ask the question who is in control here. I mean even this interchange between pilot and Jesus who is in control. Come on Albert Schweitzer really. 

 [00:16:04] Crushed like a rag doll in the wheels of human history. I don't think so. Not exactly. You are a king then says pilot. 

 [00:16:14] Jesus said. You say that I am a king. In fact the reason I was born and came into this world. 

 [00:16:24] Is talking about Christmas The birth of Jesus is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me. You know Jesus is describing your upper story lower story. 

 [00:16:39] We talk about that some here here right in the midst of this moment. Jesus is describing the upper story says that's why I even broke into this world. Your existence pilot history as we know it. I came from from the upper story from what God Father Son and Spirit are doing throughout generations throughout all eternity. I have broken in to tell you the truth. I am proclaiming to you the truth and pilot was right there you are this close to the truth. Pilot. I'm right in front of you. I am the truth. I am telling you the truth. 

 [00:17:20] And yet what this pilot do. 

 [00:17:23] He scoffs. What is truth. 

 [00:17:28] How many people come so close to Jesus to understanding that he is indeed the Savior only to be turned back. 

 [00:17:39] By their scoffing. What is the truth. 

 [00:17:43] Pilots yes so close with this he goes back out again scene three. 

 [00:17:50] But he does say this I find no basis for a charge against him. You know that should just be a period and the rest shouldn't exist because he ought to release some. 

 [00:18:02] You're in charge aren't you pilot. You're the governor and what did you just say. 

 [00:18:08] I find no basis for a charge against him. 

 [00:18:13] Let him go. No that's not what's happening here. See pilot isn't in charge. 

 [00:18:21] He turns it out back to the people he gives control over to the crowd. The Jewish leaders. Hey it's your custom for me to release one to one prisoner at the time of Passover. Do you want me to release the king of the Jews. No. They cry Give us Barabbas give us Barabbas who was a known criminal. A rioter a person that instigated rebellion known as a murderer. No they cry Give us Barabbas. 

 [00:18:50] Have you ever considered the fact that Barabbas. Was the first. 

 [00:18:56] The first person allowed to go free with no condemnation because of the cross. You know who's cross that was that Jesus took. 

 [00:19:09] It was meant for Barabbas. 

 [00:19:12] And yet in this moment as the crowd cries out give us Barabbas release Barabbas. You see Jesus the the righteous is dying for the unrighteous. It's exactly what Peter tells us in chapter 3 of first Peter Christ suffered once for sins the righteous for the unrighteous to bring you to God. 

 [00:19:34] He was put to death in the body but made alive in the spirit. 

 [00:19:42] Chapter 19 verse 1 then pilot. Would back inside. 

 [00:19:46] Seen for. And he had him flogged. 

 [00:19:52] The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns we know from from history that those thorns may well have been eight to 12 inches long. How that would even work. 

 [00:20:04] I don't know. Wasn't good. 

 [00:20:07] They clothed him in a purple robe went up to him again and again saying Hail King of the Jews slapping them on the face once more pilot goes back out. 

 [00:20:18] Scene five. 

 [00:20:20] And says to the Jews all gathered there Look I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him. Understand now that as he's bringing Jesus out Jesus is bloody beyond recognition. He's been flogged he's been beaten. He's had a crown of thorns placed on his head. Head wounds bleed absolutely profusely. He is unrecognizable. Brings him out and says You know I'm bringing him out because I find him innocent. 

 [00:20:55] When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe pilot says to them Here is the man. 

 [00:21:06] I don't know why. 

 [00:21:09] There's no way to know why pilot in his own mind had Jesus flogged perhaps to make Jesus look so pathetic. This is my thought to make Jesus look so pathetic that the crowds to whom he has now given over control might ease up and stop demanding his death. I don't know. 

 [00:21:31] But you know ultimately that's not why this happened. Why this happened is rooted in the heart of God the Father. 

 [00:21:40] We see it back in Isaiah 52. Back in Isaiah 52. 

 [00:21:47] See my servant will act wisely God says he will be raised and lifted up in highly exalted just as there were many who were appalled at him. His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond human likeness. Precisely what is happening here. 

 [00:22:09] In pilots quarters. 

 [00:22:12] He was despised and rejected by mankind. A man of suffering and familiar with pain like one from whom people hide their faces. 

 [00:22:23] He was despised and we held him. 

 [00:22:27] In low esteem for six as soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him they shouted crucify crucify pilot. Scene six goes back inside. Where do you come from. 

 [00:22:41] He says but Jesus. Gave him no answer do you refuse to speak to me as if Jesus could hardly even speak. 

 [00:22:50] Don't you realize I have the power either to free you or to crucify you. Jesus said Jesus then says you would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Pilot this is not your authority. This is not your power pilot. You think you have power. You have no idea how much. 

 [00:23:18] It's the father's authority that is causing all of this to happen. It is God's will. 

 [00:23:28] To crush Jesus pilot is not calling the shots in this drama. Jesus is Rome does not have the ultimate authority and and power that it claims only God does. There is nothing that the Jews and Romans can do. 

 [00:23:44] To him. 

 [00:23:45] That will demonstrate their superior power or authority. In fact the drama they are playing out is a scenario that was seen and planned before the world even began. Neither the Romans nor the Jews hold any power here. 

 [00:24:04] Jesus does you see church the hour. 

 [00:24:10] Had come. The our. 

 [00:24:17] Surely we're told in Isaiah 53. He took up our pain. 

 [00:24:22] He bore our suffering yet we considered him punished by God stricken by him and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. 

 [00:24:38] The punishment that brought us peace was upon him and by his wounds we are healed. 

 [00:24:45] We all like sheep have gone astray each turn to our own way. 

 [00:24:50] And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 [00:24:58] I invite you to bow your heads in your hearts right now. Dear Jesus. 

 [00:25:07] To understand the core of our being. 

 [00:25:11] That you were put on that cross by the will of your father it was designed from before the creation of the world because you God knew that we would fail and fall and sin and thus be cut off from your righteousness and Your Holiness. 

 [00:25:29] You knew that there was no way we in our sin and in our brokenness could ever stand before you a holy and righteous God and Jesus you came to this earth to proclaim to us the truth. The truth that you are the messiah you are the son of God come from heaven above. Come to take upon yourself my sin my shame my guilt. In as much as you took Barabbas as cross Lord Jesus you take my cross. 

 [00:26:06] You take my death upon yourself. You Jesus were crushed crushed. 

 [00:26:15] For my iniquities Yes. Albert Schweitzer got that part right. You were crushed. The Lord Jesus. Not like a rag doll. Crushed by the whim of human history. Not now. Jesus you are the king of kings. The risen Lord our Savior. For by your stripes your wounds your blood. 

 [00:26:42] We are here. We put our faith in you now Jesus. We claim. The blood over our hearts and it's in your name we pray. 

