12-2-2018 A Life of Hope

 [00:00:24] So I don't know if you've ever seen a baby being born. But don't. 

 [00:00:30] What a bizarre way to enter the world. And what a scandalous way to save it. 

 [00:00:37] Our story begins on a cold winter's night in a little town called Bethlehem. For generations God's people have wondered how long oh Lord until you send the Messiah and when God finally answered how he did so with a virgin named Mary And a reluctant carpenter named Joseph. 

 [00:00:59] Hey aren't you the baby's father. Well. It's a little bit complicated. 

 [00:01:07] And cosmic which which reminds me that I'm so prone to miss the Divine. 

 [00:01:14] My mind is as crowded as the inn was that night and and it's not just my busy schedule that keeps me from missing December 25th. Oh no no. Ask the innkeeper. 

 [00:01:26] You see. Christmas might just be. The oldest Christmas tradition that there is. 

 [00:01:32] So put up your tree on November 1st if you feel you need to give yourself a running start and stream paper chains from here to eternity because this Christmas season we're not just counting down shopping days. Oh no. We're counting down to a homecoming. But. I'm. Crossing off my to do list as if. I'm preparing for a finale. And I forget that. 

 [00:01:57] The Christmas story. It's. It's just the first act. You see I have to believe that the Christmas story is true. Because. If the Christ show came the first time then I know he's coming the second. And on his second coming. Angels won't just fill the skies. They'll roll. It back. And finally goodwill. And peace on earth will be for everyone. I've read the end of the book. And I know that I'm not going to be able to miss his second coming. My challenge this season. 

 [00:02:34] Is not to miss the first. 

 [00:02:53] We start a journey today as the video just showed of Advent Advent. If you've been around the church at all you know that Advent literally is translated from the Latin word Adventists which means you know. 

 [00:03:10] You know no you know I'll tell you means coming. 

 [00:03:16] That's what Adventists means. It's a Latin word coming and it is a tradition we don't know. I tried to figure it out and look it up and go back in the history of of how this happened. I mean we know Jesus came 2000 years ago. We know that for about 300 years the church was intensely persecuted by the Roman Empire. We know that in the 300 A.D. The church was then shifted and declared like the National Church of the Roman Empire under Constantine. And we also know then in the 300 400 A.D. certain traditions began taking root. There were councils that met and groups that gathered. And then in all of that there were certain traditions as I said that began to be started in Advent. What we now celebrate this month these for Sunday's leading up to the Christ Mass Christmas is now called Adventists coming and through the years these four lights. Advent is a season also of lighting lights. Christmas is very much about light. How appropriate. Right. The light of the world coming in to the darkness and we light candles that signify and symbolize the the light into the darkness. 

 [00:04:42] And each one of these candles on the Advent wreath for candles that circle the White Christ candle that is to be lit on Christmas Day. 

 [00:04:55] I don't know the tradition either but I know that the third of the four Purple candles is pink which song symbolizes Joy. So we'll come to the third week of Advent and light the pink candle which is the joy candle. 

 [00:05:08] But we start today with lighting the candle of hope and hope is how we enter in then to this Advent season. Hope hope is a feeling. 

 [00:05:23] Of expectation of desire for a certain thing to happen. All right to hope literally means to trust in to wait for. To desire something or someone. But I will say that. 

 [00:05:40] So I don't know if you that. 

 [00:05:45] Kind of heard that common. The music I would say that biblical hope fact let me go ahead and have the next slide. I may need a little help from the from the booth up there. Biblical Hope is not a hope so it is a no so it is not wishful thinking that's exactly what I think hope has ended up being very much an our in our culture. Just kind of wishful thinking it's a hope so that's not. 

 [00:06:17] Biblical biblical Hope is a no. So it is a confident expectation. It is knowing to the core of our being with absolute certainty. That God's Word is truth that Jesus loves me you know as I think about Advent. I'd kind of like to add four words as a subtitle and I'd like to add those words being slow down refocus and worship slowdown refocus and worship. My hope this I hope this Advent season is that we really do think much more deeply on what this hope that we have really is. 

 [00:07:02] You know there's a verse in First Peter chapter 3 verse 15 in your hearts Revere Christ as Lord always be prepared to give an answer to anyone who asks you the reason for what for the hope that you have. You know this verse what Peter's saying here he really is implying that there's something different about followers of Jesus. There's something different. There is a noticeable hope that we have. 

 [00:07:35] There is a rooted expectant confidence in who God is and in what God is doing in our lives. And yet I thought about this question. Do you have hope. 

 [00:07:47] As we enter these four weeks of Advent I ask you. Do you have hope. What's the opposite of hope. I looked up antonyms of hope of course. Hope less ness is the most obvious opposite of hope. 

 [00:08:06] I think about words other other antonyms came up words like despair Dao fear discouragement. 

 [00:08:15] Distrust. 

 [00:08:18] And while this word I'm going to put on the screen may not be the opposite of hope. I definitely think in our culture it is the number one enemy of hope. 

 [00:08:29] And it's business. Busyness. 

 [00:08:34] I'm going to ask her how often would you say business impacts the hope that you have. 

 [00:08:41] The hustle the bustle. I looked up synonyms of busyness active unavailable. 

 [00:08:47] Working buried hustling occupied overloaded snowed slaving swarmed slammed at it engaged diligent in a meeting on assignment on duty on the GO UP TO MY EARS TIED UP overwhelmed. I believe that this list of experiences if you will very much. Or lived out in our lives. As the opposite of hope we just get so busy I love the quote that Stephanie had in the video. 

 [00:09:30] Missing Christmas just might be the oldest Christmas tradition that there is. And she said what. Just ask the innkeeper Ryan. Missing Christmas just might be the oldest tradition you know I don't have time to think about hope. 

 [00:09:49] I'm too busy. Pastor I hear you might talk a preach a great sermon on hope but when I walk out those doors what. 

 [00:10:01] I've got things to do. I got so much to do today. Do you write. 

 [00:10:09] And what impact does that have on any sense in the core of our being of hope hopefulness peace joy. You know I hope there might come a day when I'm not so busy maybe then I'll have a little time to think about Hope pastor and whether or not I have any. 

 [00:10:29] Like I said I could subtitle Advent it would be slow down refocus and worship. For as we do these things we find hope there's a story in the Christmas account turn with me please. Luke Chapter 2. Of all four of our gospels Matthew Mark Luke and John Luke takes the most time. To walk us through the account. 

 [00:10:58] Of the birth of Christ. 

 [00:11:02] Luke was a doctor who lived about a thousand miles from Jerusalem when all these things happened. He actually came to know Christ some 15 years 20 years after Christmas. When the apostle Paul visited his town a place called tro as and Luke got saved Luke put his faith in Christ and so much so he left his medical practice and began following Paul around the countryside. Wherever he went into Athens and ultimately over to Rome we know that Luke ended up spending time in Ephesus which was the kind of one of the capitals of a then Western what is now western Turkey. 

 [00:11:42] Then it was called Asia. But we know that Luke spent time in emphasis and guess who ended up in emphasis at the end of his life. The apostle John. And guess who John took care of until the day she died. 

 [00:11:58] You know. 

 [00:12:00] Mary and so as Luke got to spend time with John and with Mary I can just imagine Dr. Luke sitting down with his pad of paper and with his mortal skin and his pen and saying Now tell me again how that. 

 [00:12:14] Tell me what was that like. Mary. And she began telling the stories and one of the stories that Mary told Luke. 

 [00:12:26] Was the account that took place 40 days after Jesus was born. According to Leviticus chapter 12 you can go back and read it. There are certain rituals that parents of first born sons were to go through and they were to take that son on the fortieth day after the birth. They were to go up to the temple and dedicate the child. Much like our child dedications here at King Street wasn't a baptism it was a consecration he was to be consecrated which means set apart or dedicated and part of that activity that ceremony if you will. The parents were to bring a sacrifice. And so Joseph and Mary did that look at verse 22 of Luke Chapter 2. 

 [00:13:11] When the time came fortieth day for the purification rites required by Leviticus twelve the Law of Moses Joseph and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem. To present him to the Lord Bethlehem's just five miles from Jerusalem. We don't know exactly where they hung out for those 40 days. Likely somewhere in the area. And then ultimately on the fortieth day they travelled into the temple. 

 [00:13:38] Jerusalem as it is written of the Lord every first born male is to be consecrated set apart dedicated to the Lord and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the law of the Lord quote a pair of doves or two young pigeons. Now if you go back and read Leviticus 12 that's actually Plan B. 

 [00:14:01] Plan a according to the Law of Moses is to take a year old lamb. And purchase it and then have it sacrificed to the Lord. I mean there's a lot we don't understand about all of the various sacrificial rituals and rights and the shedding of blood. But that's what the law required. A first or I'm sorry a lamb one year old lamb but then it says interestingly in Leviticus that if you can't afford that I have no idea how much that would have cost at Temple rates there for a first born lamb but it probably was fairly pricey and the law provided for two young pigeons or what does it say to young or pair of dubs. 

 [00:14:46] That was like the the poor families option. Which is interesting because Joseph and Mary. They didn't even have enough to buy the 1 year old lamb. And so they went with plan B. And so Jesus was consecrated and dedicated. With the less expensive version. 

 [00:15:09] Now there was one man. There was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon. He lived there. That was his home he lived in town. We don't know anything else about Simeon. I'll get back to him in a minute. But he lived in Jerusalem righteous and devout waiting for the constellation of Israel. The Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit. How we don't know. In his prayer. Somewhere along the way God spoke through the Holy Spirit to Simeon and said youre going to see the constellation of Israel with your own eyes. 

 [00:15:44] The hope the comfort consolation can be translated comfort of Israel. 

 [00:15:51] That he would not die before he saw the Lord's Messiah moved by the spirit. He went into the Temple Courts. We're going to see in a minute and a live. There hung out there. This woman a Providence simian just simply was a resident of Jerusalem lived in town godly man. 

 [00:16:09] And yet the spirit tweaked him one morning and said You need to get over to the temple. Today's your day. 

 [00:16:18] And sure enough he was there when the parents Joseph and Mary brought the child to do for him what the custom of the law required. 

 [00:16:26] Simeon saw them and knew how many other families were there dedicating children. I don't know. 

 [00:16:34] It was pretty much just like go through the motions thing anyway. It was not to be done on a certain day it was just whenever the fortieth day was whoever was on duty at the temple. It was something you'd go in. They would kill the animals kill the birds. They would say something Bob and I would say blah blah blah. I was a little too OK. They would say certain things. 

 [00:16:59] What I want you to understand is this was just there were there would have been many other families that would have hit their fortieth day and gone in and done this. 

 [00:17:08] And yet Simeon saw them and knew. 

 [00:17:14] And he goes over to Joseph and Mary verse 28. He took Jesus in his arms. You can imagine. Joseph and Mary standing there going. 

 [00:17:24] Wait what. 

 [00:17:27] This is stranger. This old man comes up and grabs Jesus and cries out sovereign lord. As you have promised you may now dismiss your servant in peace for my eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all nations a light for revelation to the Gentiles church or most of us in this room over in the sanctuary. 

 [00:17:57] That's those everyone who aren't Jewish. That's us. 

 [00:18:01] Let's say most of us in the glory of your people Israel the child's father and mother marvel. And like Mary was like Wait. 

 [00:18:11] Really. 

 [00:18:12] And what was said about him then Simeon bless them and said to marry his mother. This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel. And to be a sign that will be spoken against so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed and marry a sword will pierce your own soul too. 

 [00:18:39] Not a pleasant word. As a profit their profit us named Hannah. 

 [00:18:45] She actually the daughter of pan you old tribe of Asher. She was 84 years old. She lived with her husband for seven years after she probably got married let's say 17. Pretty typical in those days lived for seven years twenty four he died. She's now 84 she's been in the temple for 60 years. I don't know the details. Maybe she'll have just nearby. 

 [00:19:09] Maybe they got her made her a room in one of the side rooms of the temple. She lived there. She never left. She worship day and night fasting and praying. You talk about a heart that was prepared. 

 [00:19:24] And she came up to them at that very moment the them there to me indicates Simeon holding Jesus and Joseph and Mary standing there with their jaws drop while all of this is playing out. 

 [00:19:36] Anna then gives thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption. 

 [00:19:48] Of Jerusalem. 

 [00:19:50] It's an interesting comment as well isn't it. She began declaring what she had just experienced to anyone whose heart was really prepared. 

 [00:20:00] Anyone who really was waiting who really was looking and we see this man I want to focus in on Simeon. 

 [00:20:08] And as we saw from the text he was righteous and devout translated good. He was a good man. He was trying to live his life according to the to the Word of God in a minute we'll see clearly knew the old covenant. The Old Testament. He was prayerfully expectant right. He was waiting patiently for the constellation of Israel for the comfort of Israel for the one who would come. And it says he was filled with the spirit. He was a spiritual man. 

 [00:20:40] He walked in the Spirit the Spirit of God spoke with Simi and he had a relationship with the Holy Spirit of God and I would just add one other detail. He was nobody special. We don't see him anywhere else in Scripture. He was a man that lived in Jerusalem that was prayerful and and good and spiritual. 

 [00:21:03] And yet God had spoken to him that he was going to see the Messiah and we see in verse twenty nine as he takes the child sovereign lord as you have promised you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 

 [00:21:21] I've underlined this word promised. Because that can have a couple of ways to look at it promised. 

 [00:21:29] Well we know from what he says next that that promise was rooted in the Old Testament. He says For My Eyes Have Seen Your salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all nations. A light for the revelation to the Gentiles for revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. I won't have you turn there but I'll tell you what he's quoting he's quoting Isaiah Chapter 49 a chapter that's entitled the servant of the Lord God declared through Isaiah seven hundred years before Jesus. That one would come born from the womb before I was born the Lord called me this servant says and from my mother's womb. He has spoken my name it is the indication of a child that will be born who will be the servant of the Lord. And now the Lord says He who formed me in the womb to be a servant to bring Jacob back to him to gather Israel to himself. For I am honored in the eyes of the Lord. This servant of God will come to redeem the children of Israel the Jews. But then it goes on. Is it too small a thing for you to be my servant. God says to restore just the tribes of Judah and bring back those of Israel. I have kept. I will also make you god speaking about his servant. A light for the Gentiles. That my salvation might reach to the ends of the earth. Wow. That's exactly what Simeon is declaring as he holds Jesus in his hands. He's quoting Isaiah 49 which tells you clearly that he knew the scripture. He understood what the servant of the Lord was. He obviously knew the Bible and he said as you have promised. Right. 

 [00:23:25] There's another way of looking at this though and the ESB English Standard Version versus the N Ivy which I generally preach out of and read from. He he saw something else that was going here right as you have promised but the ESB is a little more word for word Lord. Now you are letting your servant depart in peace according to your word. Now again when you see that what do you think of what do you think he meant by that. According to your word do you suspect come on be a Bible scholar with me right now. Do you think he's thinking about the Old Testament. Isaiah 49 according to your word. I mean that's where our minds go right. I want to go a little deeper and I want to show you something that's very interesting. Here's the great New Testament. Whoa dude. All right I don't pull this out. I studied this stuff 30 years ago. 

 [00:24:19] Forgot like all of it. But. 

 [00:24:23] A little bit. Noon UP I'LL LAY asked do lawn Sue deaths Potok Qatar tar Ray MA That's r a m a if I know whatever Ranma Sue and I rea nay. OK now you dismiss the servant of you Lord karma. 

 [00:24:49] According to. The word of you and peace in peace. According to the word of you now you can dismiss your servant Lord according to your word in peace. Why do I go to this trouble. Because I want you to see the word for word. The actual word that simian used when he talked about the promise when he talked about the word according to your word it's the word Rama. According to your word it's the word Ramo. 

 [00:25:30] Now if you were with me in the john series you know that the typical word for word in the New Testament is the word Lagos and law Goss means that the written word of God. So if he had used the word Lagos according to your Lagos that would have definitely indicated according to your promises according to the old covenant. 

 [00:25:52] But he says according to your Raymer and Raymer is a different word for word. And the word Ramo why am I taking all this time. Because I want you to understand that what simian experienced in that moment you see the word Rama means a specific spoken word an utterance. That's what the word Rama means. It means that it's a declaration it's personal. It's it's me talking to you. So what I'm giving you right now is not log off. It's Rama. It's declarative it's personal. It's the voice of God speaking to you personally confirming what is written. Raymond never contradicts Lagos. All right it always enlightens the Word of God it speaks in line with the Word of God the promises of God. But it's way more alive in terms of present and personal confirming what is written directing you guiding you leading you giving you hope filling you with peace and joy what I want you to understand is the moment that Simeon took Jesus in his arms. He was not just thanking God for the Old Testament promises. He was thanking God for speaking to him that day and saying get over to that temple because I have given you a savior. According to your word. Oh God according to your regime your spoken word to me you see church Hope is not some abstract idea. This is what I think we end up with at Christmas. You know we light a candle when we talk about hope. 

 [00:27:39] Good sermon Pastor. Very good theological discussion of hope. I appreciate the topic. 

 [00:27:51] That's not what Simien said. 

 [00:27:53] Hope is something you want to give more thought to when you're less busy than you are right now. 

 [00:28:00] It's not the kind of hope that God has for you. Hope is God the Holy Spirit speaking to you. 

 [00:28:11] This very moment telling you to slow down and listen. 

 [00:28:21] And it is you. 

 [00:28:23] Trusting the Holy Spirit. 

 [00:28:27] This very moment allowing him to fill you with peace and joy. 

 [00:28:34] I love this verse out of Romans 15 13 listen to it. May the God of hope feel you fill who. You feel you okay. 

 [00:28:46] You're not going to get filled with hope. If you think theologically about how hope you know and love and joy and peace. 

 [00:28:55] No no that's not. May the God of hope fill you right now with joy and peace as you trust in him so that you might over flow with hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. Listen to me. 

 [00:29:16] That's Raymond right here right now. That is God speaking to you. He's saying slow down. Refocus. And worship. 

 [00:29:30] And we're gonna give you the opportunity I want. I'm going to give this just a little push. Created this year A Prayer Journal. 

 [00:29:39] To take you through the Advent season OK here's my hope. I hope my hope. I hope it's a wish. I hope so. Here's my offer OK. Do you take this. They're gonna be handing them out at the door. You see. We don't slow down refocus and worship. Without some real intention. We've got to carve out time to make it happen. We want to help you do that by putting in your hands. Just this Advent prayer journal every day. Starting today a life of hope. As we light the candle today and today Sunday December 2 is the word the theme trust. 

 [00:30:28] And invites you to read today's reading out of proverbs trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lee not in your own understanding in all your ways acknowledge him. He will direct your paths some time to think about that jot a few notes down journal and then every day is an application. Make a conscious effort today as you begin this Advent journey to ask God for His help especially in situations when you would typically handle things on your own. I won't invite you to take this journey please. And you can go online you can text it's in the Bulletin text a certain number and you can get it sent right to your text. We have an email. Go on to our Web site. You can have an email to your computer doesn't have to just be the booklet. But I want to encourage you this Advent season to slow down. 

 [00:31:22] To refocus. And to worship. 

 [00:31:27] Stephanie said in the video. Let's not forget that the Christmas story is just the first act. If Jesus came the first time then I know he's coming the second time the Angels won't just fill the skies. They'll roll it back. Jesus we worship you today. 

 [00:31:45] We thank you for the hope that we have. Thank you father that you are the God of hope. And my new father fill our hearts with all joy and peace as we trust in you so that we today might overflow with hope by your spirit. 

 [00:32:05] God thank you for Simeon. Her righteous and devout man waiting for the constellation of Israel prayerful. Spiritual. Lord thank you for his example of a man there in Jerusalem that was waiting on you. Looking for you. 

 [00:32:26] And Lord Jesus might we follow his lead and be men women children. Who wait for you. Look for you worship you in your name. A man. 

