12-9-2018 A Life of Love

 [00:00:25] There've been times in my life when God has felt incredibly distant. When prayer felt more like free therapy than bending the ear of the God of the universe. I've never been an agnostic but seriously. 

 [00:00:41] Raise your hand if you've ever felt that God doesn't listen to you. 

 [00:00:49] But then. Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world and all of a sudden I can't believe. 

 [00:01:01] In the Christmas story. And in a distant god. Christmas is proof that God showed up first love isn't an emotion it's it's a location. And when we love people we show up for them. 

 [00:01:17] That's exactly what God did for us. That's what Jesus did for us. 

 [00:01:22] And whether you believe this or you don't believe this doesn't make it true or not. God is there whether you want him to be or not. 

 [00:01:31] Waiting listening. 

 [00:01:35] Christmas is proof that God has not given up on us. Why. Because God so loved the world. 

 [00:02:03] So it's Advent season second week of that vanna was trying to remember this week what I recall about Advent and the advent candles and the advent wreath from my childhood. I'm curious did you celebrate Advent as a child. Was that part of your upbringing did you have advent in your life. I asked my wife that and she said no not in her upbringing. They didn't generally celebrate Advent till her adulthood. I vaguely remember my dad was a pastor in a Baptist church and I vaguely remember I think it was in high school when we started bringing families up to to light the Advent wreath and light the advent candle. But it really wasn't until I got married and kind of entered my 20s my adulthood that that I really remember Advent becoming something that was prominent in my life and that it actually moved beyond even what we did on Sunday's lighting a candle but to celebrating Advent each and every day of this season my brother in law made for Karen and I a an advent log that you put candles in. It's got 20 some holes and you put a candle in and and light this candle and keep adding to it each and every day of Advent until you get to the middle candle and light it on Christmas morning. And by doing that it became something very prominent in our family's life where our kids really truly looked forward to each and every night of the Advent season beginning with with the hope candle the first Sunday of Advent doing that together as a family. That's what I want to encourage us to consider this month. Fact I gave out four words last Sunday. And those four words were are slowdown. 

 [00:04:12] Refocus and worship. 

 [00:04:16] If you're a note taker I want you to write those words down slow down refocus and worship. That takes a lot of intentionality. It doesn't just happen and I think one of the things I love about kind of this resurgence at least in Protestant churches I know that in non Protestant churches Advent has been a very important part of the journey. But we Protestants are kind of rediscovering it and I'm glad because. 

 [00:04:49] There are so many. 

 [00:04:52] Thieves of the true joy of the Christmas season. We have an enemy that is constantly seeking to kill to steal to destroy. And in a way I see this Advent journey is kind of putting up a fence around the celebration of the incarnation and saying no enemy. We're gonna slow down. 

 [00:05:18] Refocus and worship. 

 [00:05:22] Please take an advent prayer journal. If you didn't last week we had to reorder some more. This week they're available and join in this journey every day of the Advent season. Last Sunday we. Let the hope candle. 

 [00:05:36] This morning we light the love candle which of course obviously signifies to us the great love that Jesus has for us to take a few moments this morning to ponder this love to think about it I really appreciated what Stephanie said in the video. 

 [00:05:58] I can't believe in the Christmas story and a distant God. 

 [00:06:05] I can't hold those two together because that's what Christmas is all about as God came near. God came to us became one of us. Christmas is proof she said that God showed up first would you take your Bibles and turn with me to Matthew chapter 1. 

 [00:06:26] Let's look together at this account. This aspect that Matthew gives us of. How. 

 [00:06:35] Joseph gets a little attention here low spotlight on on the life of Joseph We don't know much about Joseph quite honestly we suspect strongly that by the ministry of Jesus by the time Jesus turned 30 Joseph had passed because he's not in any of the accounts. 

 [00:06:56] And when Jesus interacts with Mary and his siblings there's no Joseph. Of course he wasn't there at the cross as Mary was. But this is what happened with respect to Joseph. 

 [00:07:12] This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about. 

 [00:07:17] Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph. But before they came together she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit because Joseph her husband was a faithful man faithful to the law. He did not want to expose Mary to public disgrace. I mean just pause think about what. 

 [00:07:43] All was involved. We were talking about this this last week as we celebrate it Advent and Karen and Jamal and. What all that meant for Mary to say. 

 [00:07:55] May it be to me as you have said. 

 [00:08:00] The faith that Mary had the trust that she had her willing heart. Oh my goodness. Try explaining this one right. Because Joseph was a decent man he didn't want to expose her to public disgrace which she certainly could have. 

 [00:08:20] He had in mind to divorce her quietly but after he had thought about this mauled it over in his head was kind of trying to figure a way out of this dilemma. His betrothed this pregnant. 

 [00:08:35] An angel of the Lord. Came to him in a dream. 

 [00:08:41] And said Joseph Son of David. 

 [00:08:46] Don't be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. 

 [00:08:52] Because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

 [00:08:58] Now now now I know we've heard this story over and over again and it becomes pretty commonplace. But come on we've got to read that and go Wait what. 

 [00:09:08] Wait what. Really. Joe Joseph was. This doesn't happen. 

 [00:09:17] What do you mean always spirit. 

 [00:09:22] Conceived this child the angel goes on she will give birth to a son. 

 [00:09:31] This is way before ultrasounds. They knew that they knew they. Had a blue party. 

 [00:09:39] And you are to give him the name Jesus because He will save his people from their sins. 

 [00:09:47] That's what yes you are. 

 [00:09:49] Josh you are literally means your way is our salvation. God saves Jesus will be his name. 

 [00:10:01] All of this took place. 

 [00:10:05] To fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet. 

 [00:10:09] Now he's talking here about Isaiah seven hundred years earlier. Isaiah chapter seven verse fourteen to be exact. 

 [00:10:16] The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuelle which means God with us. 

 [00:10:26] Yes his name is Jesus but he shall be called Emmanuelle he shall be called the wonderful COUNSELLOR The Mighty God the Everlasting one the Prince of Peace. 

 [00:10:40] Can one of these things that he shall be called is what Emmanuel God with us when Joseph woke up. He did what the angel of the Lord commanded him and he took Mary home as his wife. 

 [00:10:58] I I love that I love that he didn't have to. How many times is God spoken to you. 

 [00:11:06] You ignored what he said. Joseph obey. 

 [00:11:11] He believed. 

 [00:11:14] But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son and she gave and he rather named him Jesus. 

 [00:11:24] And what we see in this tax one I mean one of the things that that really strikes me is. Emmanuel God with. 

 [00:11:35] Us again I appreciated what was said in the video. 

 [00:11:40] Love isn't an emotion it's a location. And when we love people we show up for them. That's what love does right. 

 [00:11:51] Love shows up. Love isn't just a nice card. It's physical presence. 

 [00:11:59] For God so loved the world you know this verse that he gave his only begotten Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal everlasting life. 

 [00:12:13] So loved when I think about this love this great love. 

 [00:12:20] This amazing love. Love is the motive Love is why Jesus came to this earth in fact this phrase great love appears in another passage of John's just read John 316 would you term with me to John first John chapter 3. 

 [00:12:44] John three of the Gospels is Jesus having a conversation with a man named Nicodemus first. 

 [00:12:52] John these are three epistles or letters of John to the church. 

 [00:13:00] And in many ways John 3 is kind of a twin or a companion to first John. 

 [00:13:05] Three. Which expounds on this love of God this great love. Of God. 

 [00:13:14] Fact begins this passage begins up in verse 28 of chapter 2. And now do your children continue in him so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him and is coming. If you know that he is righteous you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. 

 [00:13:37] So he's speaking here about righteousness being lived out in our lives. And then he says this. 

 [00:13:43] See what great Love The Father has lavished on us. 

 [00:13:49] Look at God for inspiration. 

 [00:13:54] Do what God has done. He acted. Look see what great Love The Father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of God. You know I sang as a child a song a little chorus in Sunday school. 

 [00:14:10] Behold what manner of Love The Father has given unto us. Do you know it. Behold what manner of Love The Father has given unto us that we should be called the Sons of God. 

 [00:14:32] That we should be called the Sons of God. We won't do it but we have to do it in around right. With half the room doing one part and the other half the other part. 

 [00:14:46] This verse. 

 [00:14:48] Behold what man or see what amazing love. 

 [00:14:54] God has lavished love that word. Lavished poured out in abundance. You are loved. 

 [00:15:07] So that we should be called Children of God. And that is what we are. 

 [00:15:14] The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends beloved children loved ones. 

 [00:15:23] Now we are children of God and what we will be has not yet been made known. 

 [00:15:31] I love. What we will be. 

 [00:15:35] That is our hope. It is still out ahead of us has not yet been made known but we know. 

 [00:15:46] That when Christ appears we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is church that day is coming. 

 [00:15:57] It's coming. 

 [00:15:59] All who have this hope in him. Purify themselves just as he is pure. We live it out. 

 [00:16:09] We live out this hope in our lives by the choices we make. 

 [00:16:13] I want to just pull out three phrases from this text. 

 [00:16:18] See what we know this hope. See what we know this hope See what. 

 [00:16:27] First think about this phrase see what I want to replace it with the word lock slowdown and refocus. 

 [00:16:35] Look. Stop listen and look. 

 [00:16:42] Right. Oh my goodness. We get so busy. That we fail. 

 [00:16:49] How many people come on. 

 [00:16:51] Fail to slow down and truly understand the great love that was lavished on us in the incarnation. 

 [00:17:01] See what great Love The Father has lavished on us. I've got to tell you one of the one of the great mysteries to me of the Christmas story. Is the event of the wise men in the star. 

 [00:17:17] What was that. What did that look like. They these Madge I saw something that everyone else could see. And yet nobody else saw it. And they did. 

 [00:17:29] It's a mystery. 

 [00:17:32] They saw something everyone else could see but didn't see it. 

 [00:17:37] And they did. And it was in the stars was a star. 

 [00:17:45] I tell you this is gonna be my top. I said last serves 50 maybe top 25 questions when I get to have a what. OK what did that. How did that happen. 

 [00:17:58] But we know this. What we get to when when we look at that is these mad GI we're looking. 

 [00:18:06] They were looking. They noticed and saw what everyone else didn't see because. 

 [00:18:14] Nobody else was looking. Was noticeable but it had to be looked for. Look. 

 [00:18:22] What manner of Love The Father has lavished on to us. Look stop and look. When we think about John come back to John as he describes miracles in his gospel. 

 [00:18:39] Do you know what word John uses over and over again to describe the miracles of Jesus. He uses the word signs. What do signs do. They point us to something. And yet. OK. In your drive in here today how many signs did you pass. 

 [00:18:59] How many signs did you pass. Speed limit signs. Street signs. Stop signs yield signs. 

 [00:19:13] Would you say that it's quite possible you passed hundreds of signs on your drive in here today but I'm going to ask you how many of them did you notice. How many signs did you notice. Probably zero. 

 [00:19:34] I was thinking about that. Signs. 

 [00:19:39] And yet we don't look. I guess we get familiar with them. I don't know. 

 [00:19:45] I think when we think about Advent. 

 [00:19:49] And the great love the amazing love of God. 

 [00:19:54] How many just pass right on by. 

 [00:19:58] Look behold what great Love The Father has lavished on us. The second word that I want to look at and think about is believe we know but we know that when Christ appears we shall be like him. 

 [00:20:16] Hebrews chapter eleven verse 1 describes what faith is. Faith is not maybe faith is not what if faith is being confident in what we hope for short of what we cannot see. 

 [00:20:33] Faith is knowing and that's exactly what John when he says Dear Children beloved ones we know that Jesus is coming back for us we know that he is our hope. We know that when he appears we shall be like him. Look and believe. 

 [00:20:54] It's exactly what John the Apostle did when he walked into that tomb that resurrection morning right. He walked in we're told and John 20 verse eight. 

 [00:21:03] And he solves the linen wrappings that were around Jesus body wrapped in lying there and and then the head cloth and he he took it all in. 

 [00:21:14] And what does it say he did it says he believed. 

 [00:21:19] Believe that Jesus was alive. What I'm challenging what I'm encouraging you to do today is stop slow down refocus. Behold what great love God has for you. And believe believe that when he appears we will be like him have this hope as your confidence and let this hope become an experience. 

 [00:21:48] All who have this hope in him live it out. 

 [00:21:54] Yeah I really kind of wrestled with what word to put here having hope experiencing hope living it out in our lives to me it just it just all fleshes out in. In our daily lives that faith is not just meant for our heads. 

 [00:22:10] It moves beyond looking and believing and it flows into an experience with God. 

 [00:22:20] Knowing this love in our hearts having this hope is our sure confidence having the Holy Spirit fill our hearts with hope so that we overflow with peace and joy. 

 [00:22:33] That's that's the message. And as I was studying for this sermon I just looked at a bunch of different hymns resources about amazing love. You know there's a great old hymn called amazing love. Actually that's the subtitle. The actual title of the hymn. 

 [00:22:55] Is and can it be do any of you know that him and can it be amazing love. It was written by a man named Charles Wesley. 

 [00:23:07] Charles Wesley was 30 years old when he wrote that him. He went on to write about sixty five hundred hymns. 

 [00:23:15] He was pretty good at it. It's a gift. 

 [00:23:21] But this was his first time at least his first him. As a born again child of God he wrote this hymn Amazing love. The day after he got saved and a little bit of that story Charles Wesley was the 18th of Samuel and Susanna Wesley's 19 kids. 

 [00:23:45] Sadly tragically of those 19 kids nine of them did get did not survive childhood. They bury nine children. And Charles was the 18th. John his older brother was the 10th. 

 [00:24:00] And Charles Wesley Samuel Wesley's dad was an Anglican priest. He was a man of the cloth in England. In London. 

 [00:24:10] And Charles was raised in a very devout home he went to Oxford was trained to be a priest became a priest in his 20s. He in fact were on a missions trip to Georgia America when he was 27. 

 [00:24:26] Seventeen thirty five. His older brother John had come over as a missionary to those that lived in Georgia back in the seventeen thirties and he got to to the coastline of Georgian didn't last a year he hated it. 

 [00:24:43] And things didn't go well. 

 [00:24:45] So he went back and kind of resettled into his life as a priest in England. 

 [00:24:53] He's a priest. He knows God right. 

 [00:24:58] And yet at the age of 30. He went to a Bible study one night. And he had an experience with God. In fact this is his. 

 [00:25:10] Journal entry at midnight tonight May 21 17 38. 

 [00:25:14] I gave myself to Christ assured that I was safe whether sleeping or waking I had the continual experience of his power to overcome all the temptation and I confessed with joy and surprise that he was able to do exceeding abundantly for me above what I could ask or even think. He went on in his journal to say I now found myself at peace with God and rejoiced in hope of loving Christ. I solve it by faith. I stood and later that day that next day. He wrote a hymn and that hymn is called amazing love and I want you to hear. 

 [00:26:00] What poured out of Charles Wesley. Having experienced the saving love of God in his heart. 

 [00:26:09] He wrote this and cannot be that I should gain an interest in my savior's blood died. He for me who caused his pain for me who him to death pursued amazing love. How can it be that down my God I should die. 

 [00:26:29] For me this mystery all the the immortal dies who can explore this strange plan is strange design in vain. The first born serif tries to dig out the sound the depths of Love Divine in other words he's saying even the angels haven't understood this love tis mercy all let all earth adore. 

 [00:26:56] Let Angel minds inquire no more amazing love how can it be that down my God should die for me. He left his father's throne above so free so infinite His Grace emptied himself of all but love. Empty himself of all but love. Had bled for Adam's helpless race to His mercy all immense and free for oh my god it found out me amazing love. How can it be that down my God should die for me long my in prison spirit lay fast bound in sin and nature's night. 

 [00:27:37] And this was as he was a priest. 

 [00:27:40] But he experienced no joy no deliverance thine eye diffused a quickening Ray. I woke the dungeon flamed with light my chains fell off my heart was free. I rose went forth and followed the amazing love. How can it be that down my God should die for me no condemnation now I dread Jesus and all in him is mine alive in Him my living head and clothed in righteousness divine bold I approach the eternal throne and claim the crown through Christ my own amazing love how can it be that down my God I should die for me. 

 [00:28:25] Charles Wesley penned that him the day after he was saved at the age of 30. And two days later he sought out his older brother John. 

 [00:28:35] Also a priest. 

 [00:28:38] And he said John you've got to come with me. We're having a small group meeting tonight. Meet me at this address on this street named Alders gate and later that night John showed up. 

 [00:28:54] And he wrote in his journal three days after Charles was saved in the evening I went very unwillingly to a small group on Alders great gates street. My younger brother talked me into it. I want to go. 

 [00:29:13] Or someone was reading Luther's preface to the epistle of Romans. 

 [00:29:20] About a quarter before 1945 while he was describing the change that God works in the heart through faith in Christ. I felt my heart strangely warmed. 

 [00:29:40] See. Believe. Experience. 

 [00:29:45] I felt I did trust in Christ Christ alone for salvation and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins even mine and saved me from the law of sin and death. And his younger brother's hymn was sung for the first time that night that awesome. 

 [00:30:09] Amazing love was sung the night his older brother was saved just like. 

 [00:30:18] He was. Why do I share that story. 

 [00:30:24] I shared because I want us to understand that you know you can be a priest you can be a pastor you can have gone to church your whole life and never have experienced the love of God. 

 [00:30:39] In your heart. 

 [00:30:42] The amazing profound life transforming love of God how can it be. 

 [00:30:52] Down my God would die for me. That's my encouragement to you today. Open your heart. FOR THE LOVE OF GOD. There are signs all around you. 

 [00:31:08] Believe. 

 [00:31:11] Slow down. Refocus. 

 [00:31:15] And worship. Like God's love. His lavish love. Be poured out into your heart. Jesus. Thank you for your amazing love. For me. 

 [00:31:33] You would come to this earth. You would put on skin. 

 [00:31:39] I cannot believe in A Christmas Story and a distant god. They don't go together you came to this earth to die for me. 

 [00:31:49] For God you so loved me that you gave your only son. 

 [00:31:56] Jesus. 

 [00:31:58] I worship you. I receive your love. My your love. Strangely warm my heart. And might I experience just like Charles and John Wesley. 

 [00:32:15] Transforming. Love your spirit. And it's in your name I pray. Met. 

