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The Church is...
(v God’s PLAN to overcome Satan

(v The carriers of God’s MISSION to
reach all people with the Gospel

(v EMPOWERED by the Holy Spirit
(v God’s LIGHT in a dark world
(v Christ’s BODY on this earth




And we are called to BE ONE

so that the world will
believe that God loves them!




But how are we (collectively)
to respond to the tensions
and troubles and brokenness

in this world, and in our
own hearts?




Revelation chapters 2-3
provide a blueprint
for all churches.

- What does God love?
- What does God hate?
- What does God want?




But before we dive in to
our text this morning...

Revelation 1
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Revelation 2:1-7 The Church in Ephesus

1. Christ is Characterized by His Protection v.1
2. The Church is Commended for It's Purity wv. 2-3, 6
3. The Church is Criticized for It's Passion v.4

4. The Church is Corrected with a Plan v.5

5. The Church is Challenged with a Promise v.7



1. Christ is Characterized
by His Protection v.1

v Jesus cares.

« Jesus is there.




2. The Church is Commended
for It's Purity wv. 23,6

(v Jesus is pleased with our good deeds

(v Jesus is pleased with our faithful dedication

(v Jesus is pleased with our sound doctrine



3. The Church is Criticized
for It's Passion v.4

(v Jesus is HONEST with His people
(v Jesus is JEALOUS for His people




4. The Church is Corrected
with aPlan v.5

(v Remember from where you have fallen

(v Repent of your sin

(v Return to where you first fell in love



5. The Church is Challenged
with a Promise v.7

(v We can conquer by perseverance

(v We will celebrate in paradise



Tell me what you think
about, and | will tell
you what you love.




Tell me what you talk
about, and | will tell
you what you love.




Tell me what excites
you, and | will tell you
what you love.




Show me your
checkbook, and | will

tell you what you love.



Show me your
calendar, and | will tell
you what you love.
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