


Dear Brothers & Sisters in Colossae…
I thank God for you! I’m praying for you!  
I want you to see Jesus for who He truly is! 
And I want you to know how much I CARE 
about you! 

Because…



There are people who will try 
to confuse the daylights out 
of you with their opinions, 

and false beliefs, and  
“fine sounding arguments”!



“Watch out for people who try to dazzle you with big words 
and intellectual double-talk. They want to drag you off into 

endless arguments that never amount to anything.  
They spread their ideas through the empty traditions of human 
beings and the empty superstitions of spirit beings. But that’s 

not the way of Christ. Everything of God gets expressed in 
Jesus, so you can see and hear Him clearly. You don’t need a 

telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope to realize the fullness 
of Christ, and the emptiness of the universe without Him. 

When you come to Him—that fullness comes together  
for you, too. His power extends over everything.”

Colossians 2:8-10 MSG



Empty Traditions Empty Superstitions

Rules!

Jewish Legalism

Old Testament Laws

Worshiping Angels

Secret “Enlightenment”

Gnosticism

Scripture is Incomplete

Jesus not truly GodJesus not truly God

Worshiping Knowledge



What about Today:
Humanism

Hedonism

Tolerance-ism

Nature Worship





6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live your lives in Him, 7 rooted and built up 
in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, 
and overflowing with thankfulness. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through 
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of 
this world rather than on Christ.

Colossians 2:6-15 NIV



9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to 
fullness. He is the head over every power and 
authority. 11 In Him you were also circumcised with a 
circumcision not performed by human hands. Your 
whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you 
were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with 
Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him 
through your faith in the working of God, who raised 
Him from the dead.

Colossians 2:6-15 NIV



13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with 
Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled 
the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood 
against us and condemned us; He has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the 
powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them by the cross.

Colossians 2:6-15 NIV



Our only hope 
is Jesus.



So then…
[Belief that doesn’t impact Behavior is Barren]

“Just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, continue to live your lives in Him.”

A Born-Again Walk1 v. 6



A Rooted Walk
“Rooted and built up in Him…”

v. 72



A Faith-Filled Walk

A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat,  
so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping 
on a cushion. The disciples woke Him and said to Him,  
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?  

Mark 4:37-40

He said to His disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still 
have no faith?”

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! 
Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely 
calm. 
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“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

A Thankful Walk
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Ephesians 5:20
“Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord,  always giving 
thanks to God the Father for everything…”

Colossians 3:15-16
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts…and be thankful. 
  …Singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.
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