


Philemon

…blink & you’ll miss it.



A Reason for Everything 
vv. 1-16



1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our 
brother. To Philemon our dear friend and fellow 
worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus 
our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in 
your home: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon vv. 1-16



Philemon vv. 1-16
4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my 
prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for all His 
holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus.  
6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith 
may be effective in deepening your understanding 
of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 
7 Your love has given me great joy and 
encouragement, because you, brother, have 
refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people. 



Philemon vv. 1-16
8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and 
order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer 
to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none 
other than Paul—an old man and now also a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for 
my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was 
in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he has become useful both to you and to me. 



Philemon vv. 1-16
12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to 
you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with me so 
that he could take your place in helping me while I 
am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to 
do anything without your consent, so that any favor 
you do would not seem forced but would be 
voluntary.



Philemon vv. 1-16
15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you 
for a little while was that you might have him back 
forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a 
slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but 
even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a 
brother in the Lord.



Reading Philemon is like coming 
into the middle of a movie— 

having to catch up on who the 
characters are and what has already 

happened in the plot, and then 
having to leave before the end.



Rome

Colossae

Ephesus



Paul needs to 
navigate the best 

way through a very 
difficult situation.



Paul needs to do the right thing. 
Onesimus needs to do  

the right thing. 
Paul is appealing to Philemon  

to do the right thing.



1. We must NEVER lose sight of 
the upper story.

“Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus…”
v. 1

Paul is submitting to God’s 
will in fulfilling his call



We all have a divinely 
orchestrated part to play in 
advancing God’s kingdom.  
It starts right where we are 
today…not where we hope 

to someday be.



2. We are in this together.

“I pray that your partnership with us in 
the faith may be effective in deepening 
your understanding of every good thing 

we share for the sake of Christ.”

v. 6



We’re more than just 
partners. We’re family.

There are a million things 
that can divide us.  

There is one thing FAR 
GREATER that unites us. 



3. The Gospel changes everything. 
But we have to see beyond  

what’s apparent or immediate.

“Perhaps the reason he was separated from you 
for a little while was that you might have him 

back forever — no longer as a slave, but  
better than a slave, as a dear brother. ”

vv. 15-16



What is God saying to us 
TODAY through this short 
but very powerful letter?



We don’t see the 
entire picture.

In the midst of these crazy and unexpected 
circumstances, God is working. He’s always 

working. Even when we don’t see it He’s working. 



Unity doesn’t mean agreeing 
on everything. It’s knowing 
we’re on the same team,  

in the same family,  
serving the same Lord.



Reconciliation is the  
heart of God.



The power of the Gospel 
changes everything.




