
Sermon: The Servant Who Sets All Things Right 
 
Text: Isaiah 41-42 
 
Introduction: 
 
As we discussed last week, there is a major shift in the Book of Isaiah between chapter 39 and 
chapter 40. The first 39 chapters of Isaiah address the present circumstances during Isaiah’s 
lifetime—particularly during the time of King Ahaz (731-715BC) and King Hezekiah (715-
686BC). Chapter 39 concludes with King Hezekiah showing the king of Babylon everything in 
the royal palace and storehouses (not smart!). This foreshadows the rise of the Babylonian 
empire—who a hundred years later (586BC) would completely destroy and exile Judah. 
 
God “transports” Isaiah to the time when Judah is in exile (550BC?)—and preparing to return 
to Jerusalem. It’s a message of HOPE and COMFORT. God is telling them that this invasion 
by the Babylonians has actually been a good thing, orchestrated by Him. That He (God) has 
worked through this time of judgment and exile so that their many sins would be “paid for” 
(Isaiah 40:2)—and that far better days are ahead. In fact, in all of these things the Lord is 
preparing the path for the Savior/Messiah to someday come into this world (born of a virgin) 
and deliver the entire world of their sins (a light for the Gentiles). 
 
The problem, though, is that many of the Jews who go through this time of judgment turn their 
backs on God. They get angry with God—and look for help elsewhere. After spending decades 
in the land of Babylon, many of the people begin adopting the false religions that surround 
them in this foreign land. God is calling them to be His “servants” who will tell the entire world 
of the hope that we have in Him—but instead they harden their hearts and begin to worship 
gods who are no gods at all. 
 
That is the issue that Isaiah addresses in Isaiah chapters 41-42.  

Examination:    

 Read Isaiah 41:8-20 
o What does God call Israel in verse 8? What does it mean to be a servant? 

Why do you think God is desiring Israel (Judah) to be His servant? 
o What does God say about His servant in verse 9? 
o What is God’s encouraging message to His servant in v. 10? 
o What does God promise to do for His servant in vv. 11-16? 

 

 Read Isaiah 41:21-29 
o Verses 21-23 seem to indicate that God is putting someone on trial—just like 

in a courtroom. What gives that impression in verse 21? 
o Who, according to verse 22, is on trial? 
o What are the idols being asked to tell? Are they able to do so? Why or why 

not? 
o What is the verdict with respect to these idols in v. 24? 
o The very fact that God puts these idols “on trial” speaks to the fact that Israel 

has been turning to them for help. This seems to be because Israel will spend 
several generations in Babylon—and have begun to trust in these powerless 
objects instead of depending on the One True God who has all power. 



Thinking about our lives today—how tempting is it to begin to trust the idols of 
our surrounding culture? How easy is it to do so without realizing that we are 
trusting in idols instead of trusting in God? What are some examples of the 
idols that Satan is using in our world today to turn people’s hearts away for 
God? 

o In proving His point that idols are powerless, God refers to “one from the north” 
who will “tread on rulers as if they were mortar.” He’s talking here about the 
rise of Cyrus, King of Persia, who overthrew the Babylonian empire in 539BC. 
God is the one who “told of this from the beginning—so we could say ‘He was 
right’.” Idols aren’t able to predict the future, only God can do that. What is the 
ultimate verdict that God gives in verse 29? 

 

 Read Isaiah 42:1-9 
o Since Israel will fail as the servant of God (to show the world the greatness of 

God), the Lord will surely raise up another servant. Verses 1-4 are the first of 
four very distinct passages in the second half of Isaiah (chaps. 40-66) that are 
called “The Servant Songs.” (the other three are Is. 49:1-6; Is. 50:4-7; Is. 
52:13-53:12). Create a description of this Servant from these four verses. 
[If you have time—add to this description of the Servant from the other three 
Servant Songs in Isaiah] 

o When reading from the NIV, what word appears three times in verses 1-4? 
What do you make of this? 

o In addition to bringing justice to the nations (the “islands”), God will also bring 
HOPE to the nations on earth. What, specifically, will the islands put their hope 
in? 

o Read Matthew 12:15-21 and discuss how this prophecy in Isaiah 42 points 
directly to Jesus. 

o What in verses 5-9 also seem to be describing Jesus? 
 
Application: 
 
The Lord is also calling each one of us to be His servants. We are called to shine the light of 
Christ and the HOPE that we have in Him to the ends of the earth. In other words, God will 
accomplish His prophecy that all nations will learn of the teaching of Christ through us. 
 
In what ways are you living your life as a servant of Jesus today? 
 
When you think about justice, is this something that you are passionate about? Is this 
something Jesus was passionate about? What does it look like for you to be a minister of 
justice in this broken and lost world? 
 
 


