
Sermon: The Suffering Servant 
 
Text: Isaiah 49-56 
 
Introduction: 

When we drive through the mountains, close proximity limits our sight to a single mountain or 
two. But when viewed with a bit of distance and perspective, that single mountain can be seen 
as belonging to an entire range of mountains. It is a single contribution to an much much 
greater vista. 
 
The same thing is true with respect to Old Testament prophecy. When considered up close, 
the deeper meaning of the prophecy can sometimes be missed. But with the right viewpoint 
and a bit of perspective, the fuller significance of a passage can be seen. This is exactly the 
case with the Servant Songs of Isaiah. (Isaiah 42:1-9; 49;1-13; 50:4-11; and 52:13-53:12) 
These passages describe “the Servant of the Lord.” Each passage, taken by itself, is glorious 
in its detail and description of Jesus. But when viewed together—the scene quite literally can 
take your breath away. 
 
The first song, Isaiah 42:1-9, depicts the Lord’s Servant establishing justice. The prophets 
frequently accused the people of God of committing injustices. This was often expressed in 
their failure to care for or protect the poor, widows, and orphans. The Lord’s Servant, however, 
would not break the bruised reed or snuff out the smoldering wick (v. 3). This mission of the 
Servant as “light for the nations” is expressed further in the Servant’s work of opening the eyes 
of the blind and setting captives free (vv. 6–7). Unlike the weak idols (v. 8), the God who 
created the heavens and the earth will accomplish all this (v. 5). In short, emerging from the 
ashes of the Babylonian exile would come a Servant of the Lord who would establish His 
kingdom of justice that would constitute not only the hope of Israel but the hope of the nations. 

There are several similarities between the first song and the second song (Isaiah 49:1-13). In 
both passages, the Servant is a light to the gentiles (42:6 and 49:6). While in 49:3 the Servant 
is associated with Israel, the Servant is differentiated from Israel in verse 5. The Servant’s 
mission is to return Israel back to the Lord—but the Servant is too great, too glorious to merely 
serve as savior to the Jews; He will be a light to the nations! 
 
The third Servant Song (Isaiah 50:4-9) shows the faithfulness of the Servant to the Lord (vv. 
4–5). Yet, this faithfulness results in suffering (v. 6). Through this, the Lord sustains and helps 
the Servant (vv. 7, 9). Even in the face of suffering, He did not turn back, just as Jesus stared 
down the suffering awaiting Him in Jerusalem. And the fourth Servant Song (Isaiah 52:13-
53:12) brings together many of these strands, and it becomes crystal clear that the victory of 
the Servant’s purpose will be achieved through suffering, not just despite suffering. The 
Servant will be marred, beaten, and wounded for the transgressions of His people—yet His 
suffering will result in the sprinkling of many nations (52:15) and healing (53:5). 
 
When staring up close at one of the mountains, we only have a limited view, but upon stepping 
back, the Upper Story view of The Servant (Jesus!) who achieves victory for the nations comes 
into focus. From the New Testament perspective, the work that the Servant performs 
accomplishes the redemption of God’s people and ushers in the kingdom of God.  

Examination:    



 Read Isaiah 42:1-9 
o What stands out to you the most when you hear these verses? 
o Is there anything that confuses you about this “song”? 
o How does this prophecy of The Servant point directly to Jesus—how does it 

describe Jesus specifically? 
o What work is Jesus accomplishing according to this passage? 
o Are you familiar with any stories of Jesus from the Gospels that show how 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy? 
o How does this prophecy relate to us, today? 

 

 Read Isaiah 49:1-13 
o What stands out to you the most when you hear these verses? 
o Is there anything that confuses you about this “song”? 
o How does this prophecy of The Servant point directly to Jesus—how does it 

describe Jesus specifically? 
o What work is Jesus accomplishing according to this passage? 
o Are you familiar with any stories of Jesus from the Gospels that show how 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy? 
o How does this prophecy relate to us, today? 

 

 Read Isaiah 50:4-11 
o What stands out to you the most when you hear these verses? 
o Is there anything that confuses you about this “song”? 
o How does this prophecy of The Servant point directly to Jesus—how does it 

describe Jesus specifically? 
o What work is Jesus accomplishing according to this passage? 
o Are you familiar with any stories of Jesus from the Gospels that show how 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy? 
o How does this prophecy relate to us, today? 

 

 Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
o What stands out to you the most when you hear these verses? 
o Is there anything that confuses you about this “song”? 
o How does this prophecy of The Servant point directly to Jesus—how does it 

describe Jesus specifically? 
o What work is Jesus accomplishing according to this passage? 
o Are you familiar with any stories of Jesus from the Gospels that show how 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy? 
o How does this prophecy relate to us, today? 

 
Application: 
 
The Word of God calls all of us to live the life of a servant. What can you do today to put this 
into practice in your life? How can you lay down your need to “be right”—and allow the Spirit to 
work through you as you put the needs of others above your own needs? 
 


