
 

 

Sermon: The Problem of Sin 
 
Text: Isaiah 58-59 
 
Introduction: 
 
We’ve seen it throughout the Book of Isaiah—the nation of Israel has fallen far short in terms 
of being a people that God can use to bring His blessing to the entire world. Yes, God raised 
up the nation of Israel to be His “servant” in the cause of bringing the light of the Gospel to the 
nations on earth (see Isaiah 41). However, they have (sadly) trusted in themselves; they have 
trusted in other nations; and they have trusted in other gods. With this being the case, God is 
now declaring through Isaiah (in 700BC) that He will raise up another Faithful Servant who will 
accomplish this mission. We know that the Servant that Isaiah is proclaiming is the coming 
Messiah—Jesus. 
 
We have also seen that the REASON that God will send His Son—Jesus—is because of His 
great grace and love for us. Grace is the message of the entire Bible. All of humanity (in 
addition to the nation of Israel) falls short of the glory of God (see Romans 3:23). We are 
unable to ever be “good enough” to earn God’s favor. And yet—this is precisely what every 
religion on earth (with the exception of Christianity) tries to do…attempting to form a “religious 
system” that somehow “earns” our way to God. But it’s like trying to swim across the Atlantic 
Ocean. You might get off to a good start for several miles—but there is absolutely no way to 
get across the entire ocean. The gulf is just too great. God is perfectly holy. We are entirely 
sinful (see how Paul describes himself in Romans 7). 
 
Here in Isaiah 58, God is rebuking the Israelites for their religious attempts to “look good” 
before God. Sadly, it’s all a ruse. It’s hypocrisy. They “seem eager” to know God’s ways. It’s 
“as if” they are a nation that does what is right. More than that, they act incredulous when God 
fails to answer their prayers—or notice their “humility”. But it’s all for show. Everything is being 
done on the surface, with nothing real or heartfelt or honest. They should have known better. 
These were God’s people. The ones He had called by name and engraved on His hands. Yet, 
Israel still got caught up in playing the part and going through the religious motions.  
 
But as I said last Sunday—we have to be careful that we don’t stand in judgment of Israel. It is 
often no different with us. It can so often be the case that folks will go to church on Sundays, 
attend bible study during the week, pray daily…and then wonder why God isn’t blessing and 
that He seems far away. We wonder why we don’t have certain things we desire and why our 
lives feel empty.  

This is the heart of the message that God is giving us here in Isaiah 58-59. He is less 
concerned about our religious practices than He is about the humility that comes from within. 
True humility leads to action for the marginalized and oppressed around us. Our hope comes 
through repentance. We must humble ourselves before a Holy God, and admit our need for 
Him to reach down and rescue us. The Lord calls us to admit that our offenses are many in His 
sight—and that our sins testify against us.  

 

Examination:    



 

 

 Read Isaiah 58:1-14 (False Worship vs. True Worship) 
o What is the rebellion/sin Isaiah is called to declare to Israel? 
o The Israelites were not understanding why God had not blessed them when 

they ask questions in verse 3. Why hadn’t He?  
o What are the characteristics of the type of fasting Israel performs? (vv. 3- 5) 
o What does God highlight as important in verse 5?  
o What are the characteristics of the type of fasting that is acceptable to the 

Lord? (vv. 6-7)  
o What is promised to those who fast in the way the Lord has chosen? (vv. 8-14)  
o Why will following the way of the Lord and not your own way result in joy in the 

Lord?  
o What are signs of this improper type of fasting/worship? What are some 

additional indicators that our worship is not acceptable before God?  
o How is it possible that they were seeking and worshipping God while missing 

the humility required? Where do you find yourself currently just going through 
the motions?  

o What do you think breaking the bonds of wickedness and breaking the yoke 
meant to Isaiah’s audience? What does it mean for us?  

o How does verse 13 inform us to approach the Sabbath? How is that convicting 
for our culture in particular?  

o Look at verses 8, 10b-12, and verse 14. What are the blessings that come 
from this proper worship and religion? Are these blessings conditional? Why or 
why not?  
 
 

 Read Isaiah 59:1-21 
o What is the result of our sin? (v. 1) 
o What does Isaiah 59 say is missing from the people of God?  
o Why is justice such an important characteristic of God’s people? (Read Matt 

5:13-16 and Luke 10:25-37)  
o How can our church continue to be a better light in our community? 
o  What did the Lord do when he looked and saw no one doing justice? 
o  In what was Jesus the coming of God’s justice?  
o How important is confession and repentance…and why is this what God 

requires of us? 
 
Application: 

Consider this week how God is calling you to pour out yourself for the hungry, minister to the 
afflicted, and help free those who are oppressed by wickedness. Remember that God is not 
calling you to participate in true worship on your own, but rather is calling us to that as His 
church—and He has given us the Holy Spirit to help us. Choose one action step from this 
passage and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you to carry that out this week.  

 


