
Sermon: A Better Hope 
 
Text: Hebrews 5-7 
 
Introduction: 
 
These three chapters of Scripture are often considered to be three of the most confusing 
chapters in the entire Bible. We are introduced to a man named “Melchizedek.” Don’t get too 
hung up on this unique name Melchizedek—a name I have always pronounced as “Mel-kiz-a-
deck”. Melchizedek was a king who came into the Upper Story way back in the early part of 
Genesis (chapter 14), when Abraham was passing through a place called Salem (now 
Jerusalem) after rescuing his nephew lot who had been abducted. The important thing to 
remember about this man is that he was both a KING as well as a PRIEST. He held BOTH 
offices (titles) at the same time. Why is this important? It’s because after Melchizedek, there 
was never again an instance where a king was a priest—until Jesus came.  
 
The king/priest Melchizedek appears in three sections of Scripture. The first is in Genesis 
14:18–20. The second is in Psalm 110:4, when King David makes mention of the “order of 
Melchizedek”. And the third is here in Hebrews 5, 6 and 7. The author of Hebrews, in speaking 
of Christ, quotes Psalm 110:4 (Hebrews 7:17). So…Genesis provides background regarding 
the identity of Melchizedek; Psalm 110 connects Melchizedek to the Messiah; and Hebrews 
chapters 5, 6, and 7 describe the supremacy of Jesus as the Great High Priest, using 
Melchizedek’s dual role as an illustration of Jesus’ simultaneous priesthood and kingship. 
 
Genesis 14 describes Melchizedek as the king of Salem (which would later become 
Jerusalem) and a priest of God Most High. Abraham recognized Melchizedek’s priesthood 
through his tithing of the possessions he had taken in battle (Genesis 14:16). Interestingly, this 
incident took place before the institution of the “Aaronic line” (part of the Levitical priesthood 
established by Aaron), which was to mediate between God and man under the Mosaic Law. 
Melchizedek was not a priest of Israel, as that nation did not exist—Abraham had no children 
yet. The Levites would not become a priestly tribe for another four centuries. 
 
Psalm 110 points directly to Jesus (a thousand years before Jesus actually came). It is in the 
context of Jesus being a KING (Psalm 110:2) that David writes about the coming Messiah 
(Jesus) also being “a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4). A priest is a 
mediator between God and man—as they would make sacrifices on behalf of the nation of 
Israel (Leviticus 16:1–28). Those sacrifices had to be repeated over and over. Eventually the 
priest would die, and his work as mediator would cease. Jesus, our High Priest “in the order of 
Melchizedek,” is not only our mediator but also our sacrifice (see 1 John 2:1–2).  
 
Because of His resurrection, death does not interrupt His work; Jesus remains our ETERNAL 
High Priest. Not only is Jesus the sympathetic High Priest (Hebrews 4:14–16), but He is the 
King as well (Revelation 19:16). Jesus will physically reign as king in Jerusalem (Psalm 110:2), 
and His kingship will be everlasting (2 Samuel 7:13). Much like Melchizedek was both priest 
and king, Jesus is also both priest and king. He is the eternal mediator between God and man 
and the final authority as reigning king, soon to return and establish His physical kingdom in 
the same city where Melchizedek was from, Jerusalem. 
 
Examination:    
 



 Read Genesis 14:8-20 
o There was a big battle in the area surrounding the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah (cities later destroyed by God in Genesis 19). The conquering army 
took Abraham’s nephew, Lot, as prisoner. Abraham rounded up 318 men to 
rescue Lot…which they did. It was on the way back from this rescue mission 
that Abraham passed through the region of Salem…we now call Jerusalem.  

 Who was the king of Salem? (v. 18) 
 He was not only a king, but also a _________? 
 What did Melchizedek do to Abraham? (v. 19) Why is this important? 
 How did Abraham respond to King Melchizedek? (v. 20) Why is this 

important? 
 

 Read Psalm 110:1-4 
o Who is being described in verse 1? (see Hebrews 1:13) 
o What aspect of the coming Messiah is being referred to in verse 2? (the key is 

the reference to the “scepter”—what do scepters indicate?) 
o What will the Messiah be doing in verse 3? 
o Not only will the Messiah be a king who leads in battle—He will also be a 

priest forever in the “order” of ____________? Why is this important? 
 

 Read Hebrews 5:1-10 
o What is the “job” or role of a priest? (v. 1) 
o Are the Old Testament priests perfect? (vv. 2-4) How did they handle this? 
o Who gave Jesus the title of high priest? What Scripture is referenced? 
o What does it mean in verse 10 that Jesus a high priest “in the order of 

Melchizedek”?  
 

 Read Hebrews 6:17-7:28 
o God the Father made an oath—declaring that Jesus is our eternal high priest. , 

According to Hebrews 6:19, what does this oath do for us? 
o Hebrews 6:20 returns to the previous reference to “the order of Melchizedek.” 

Why, again, is this so important?  
o How significant is it that Jesus (like Melchizedek) is both the “King of 

Righteousness” and the “King of Peace”? (Heb 7:2) 
o Why is it significant to understand that Jesus is not a priest “in the order of 

Levi”? What sets Jesus apart for all of the other Old Testament priests? 
o What is the “power” that lies behind the priesthood of Jesus? (v. 16) 
o What are WE able to do as a result of Jesus being our high priest? (v. 16) 
o What does Jesus do for us as our eternal high priest? (vv. 23-28) 

 
Application: 
 
Don’t let this passage confuse you anymore. Melchizedek is important because he points us to 
Jesus. He set the stage for Jesus to come as BOTH a high priest and a conquering king. Right 
now, we come to Jesus as our loving and compassionate priest. We also know that one day—
we will ride with Jesus in battle as He comes to conquer all enemies in complete victory! 


