
Sermon: The New Covenant 
 
Text: Hebrews 8 
 
Introduction: 

In Hebrews chapters 5-7, the writer of Hebrews has been showing us that Jesus is not just a 
better high priest than is described in the Old Testament…He is OUR high priest right now! We 
have been learning many technical details about Melchizedek and the Levitical priesthood, 
about the old and new covenants. We have been learning about Jesus’ priesthood. The 
amazing news for us is that we DO have this kind of high priest. This brings down the lofty 
theology and makes it immensely practical and personal. This is not just a fact. It is not for 
head knowledge. It is not for studying. There are so many fields of study that have no practical 
impact on our lives. Yet Jesus is our high priest. This good news IS THE MAIN POINT! (see 
Heb. 8:1) 
 
Jesus is at the right hand of God’s throne in the heavens – This signifies the position of power. 
It also is a position of honor and of influence. Up to this point in time, the high priests were still 
distant from God. They could only enter the Holy of Holies once a year. And even in that case, 
it was only a shadow of God’s glory which as actually there…kind of like Zooming vs. actually 
being face to face. The Levitical priest’s access to God was far more limited than Christ’s is 
(who has complete access around the clock). Consider again the benefits of having Christ as 
OUR high priest. This benefit shows the very special relationship we have with the Lord. 
 
Jesus’ ministry is better than that of the Levitical priests. He is the mediator of a better 
covenant with better promises. Remember that the writer is writing to a primarily Jewish 
background. They place great importance on the priests and lifted them up. The author 
reminds the Jews that Jesus is greater than all the priests and offers a much better covenant 
to them than the Levitical priests did. 
 
Hebrews 8:7 shows us that the original covenant wasn’t perfect. It had flaws. The law has 
weaknesses, the main one being its inability to take away our sins permanently. The fact that 
there is a second covenant is further proof that the first is not enough (if it was enough, God 
wouldn’t have made a second). All of this, though, is a reminder to us about the importance of 
our heart. Our Christian faith is not about going to church, praying publicly, or any other 
traditions that make us appear religious in the sight of people. It is about maintaining a close 
walk with God, about truly loving and following Him from our hearts. You might be able to trick 
other people into thinking that you are a “good Christian” if you do the right things. But you 
can’t trick God. He knows what you are thinking about. He knows the deepest desires of your 
heart. God once told Samuel, “man looks at the outside, but God looks at the heart.” This is 
still true. What will God see when He looks into your heart? 
 
God’s forgiveness is real. The Jews have a long history of rebellion; however, the Lord’s mercy 
is greater. His patience hasn’t run out. He will take that train wreck of a lower story and put it 
out of His memory. He won’t bring it up against them. Instead He will forgive them. God is a 
merciful God. This same truth is also applicable to each one of us. We are all sinners just like 
the Jews. We have all rebelled against God. We have all dishonored His name. Yet He makes 
the same offer of forgiveness to each of us. 
Examination:    



 Read Hebrews 8:1-6 
o Why do you think the writer specifically points out his main point in verse 1? 

(Sometimes we are left to figure out the main point for ourselves.) 
o Where is Jesus now? 
o Why is it significant that He is at the right hand of the throne of God? 
o What does the name for God “the Majesty” show us about Him? 
o What is a minister? What is a sanctuary? 
o What does the “true tabernacle” refer to? 
o What does the phrase “gifts and sacrifices” mean? Who are these offered to? 
o What does verse 4 mean? 
o In what way is the priesthood a copy or shadow of the heavenly things? How 

about the tabernacle? 
o Jesus’ ministry is more excellent than what? 
o In what way is Jesus a mediator of a new covenant? (v. 6) 
o What promises did the people of Israel receive in the OT? What promises do 

we receive in the NT? 
 

 Read Hebrews 8:7-13 
o What is the first covenant? 
o What is the second covenant? 
o Did God always plan on having another covenant? How do we know? Is there 

anything in the Old Testament that points to this promise?  
o In what ways did the Jews “not continue in [His] covenant?” (v. 9) 
o What did God mean when He said, “I turned away from them”? 
o What distinguishing marks does verse 10 show us about this new covenant? 
o Summarize verse 10 using the following phrase “the new covenant is…” 
o Has verse 11 happened yet? When will this happen? 
o What is the main point of verse 13? So do we need to follow the Old 

Testament or not? 
 

Application: 
 
We are told in this chapter that God will ultimately “put His laws in our hearts…and write them 
on our hearts.” We will be His people, and He will be our God. (v. 10) What does this say to us 
about what our attitude ought to be regarding the Bible? Clearly, a distinguishing mark of true 
believers (God’s adopted children), is that we adore and seek to live according to His Word. 
What are you doing right now to make this true for you? What is your view with respect to Holy 
Scripture? Be intentional this coming week to spend time in God’s Word every day (even if it’s 
just a few verses). But more than that—check your heart with respect to how you VIEW God’s 
Word. Do you BELIEVE it? Do you LOVE it? Are you willing to place yourself UNDER God’s 
Word? What decisions/choices/changes are you making that SHOW your respect for God and 
His Word? 


