
Sermon: Practical Christianity 4/3/22 
 
Text: Hebrews 13 
 
Introduction: 

The final chapter of the book of Hebrews offers practical instructions for Christian living—and a 
farewell which includes both a prayer request and a benediction. As we saw last week, chapter 
12 ended with an encouraging reminder about the unshakable nature of the new covenant. 
This passage begins with a series of statements applying Christian principles to our daily life, 
then concludes with a summary of the entire sermon’s main points. 
 
As we see here in chapter 13, the bottom line (final application) of the entire Book of Hebrews 
is living a life full of love, kindness, respect, sexual purity, and contentment (ideas we find 
throughout Scripture). The principles given here are grounded in the letter's prior themes, such 
as the faithfulness of Jesus. Two very specific applications are described: the need to respect 
one's spiritual leaders and the importance of faithfully maintaining sound doctrine. Just as the 
heroes of the faith were mentioned in chapter 11, this passage refers to our current leaders 
and pastors as those to be emulated in our walk with Christ. Also, the writer makes a strong 
point about the constancy of the gospel. Jesus Christ does not change, and neither does the 
truth. Christians, therefore, ought to be careful not to follow novel, strange, or changing 
doctrines (Hebrews 13:7–9). 
 
From there, the writer returns to drawing comparisons between elements of the old covenant 
and the ministry of Jesus Christ. Earlier in the book, it was explained that rituals and 
sacraments of the Mosaic law were meant to symbolize the "real" plan, enacted through Jesus 
(Hebrews 8:5–6). In this section, a parallel is shown between the disposal of sacrificed animals 
and the crucifixion of Christ. Animals offered to consecrate Aaron's priesthood were burnt 
outside the borders of Israel's camp (Exodus 29:14). Jesus, whose sacrificial death reconciled 
us to God (Hebrews 2:10; 9:24–26), was executed outside the borders of the city of Jerusalem 
(John 19:17–20). 
 
In making this comparison, the writer once again encourages the reader to "hold fast" in the 
face of persecution, choosing to be identified with Christ rather than with the world (Hebrews 
11:24–26). This leads back to another reference to spiritual leadership, reminding believers to 
cooperate with teachers, rather than frustrating them (Hebrews 13:10–17). 
 
After this appeal, the writer asks for two personal prayer requests. Showing great humility, he 
requests prayer that his actions be honorable and his conscience clear. Secondly, he wishes 
to be able to visit the original readers of this letter as soon as possible (Hebrews 13:18–19). 
 
Finally, the writer pronounces a blessing on his readers. This, again, seems to echo the 
themes found throughout the rest of this book. Peace, Christ's role as an example, the never-
ending nature of the new covenant, God's will expressing itself in our lives, and the glory of 
God are all part of this prayer. Then, in an interesting remark, the writer essentially apologizes 
for giving such a brief treatment to these deep subjects. After a few other minor comments, the 
book of Hebrews closes with a phrase that we often find at the end of Paul's letters (not that 
Paul necessarily wrote this…but it is interesting to note), wishing grace upon the readers. 
 
Examination:    



• Read Hebrews 13:1-6 
o In just a few words, describe your relationship with your brothers or sisters 

growing up. How might the sister/brother/sibling relationship be a good 
analogy for our relationships in the church? How might it be a poor one?  

o What are the fundamental differences between being self-centered and living 
for others? Overall, do you lean toward “self” or “others”?  

o What are the five displays of brotherly love that we see in these six verses? 
o Read John 13:34-35; 1 John 3:17; Galatians 6:10. Why is brotherly love so 

important to Christianity?  
o How would you define hospitality? Give an example of hospitality that you 

have experienced. 
o Is it easy or difficult for you to show hospitality to others? Why?  
o To what extent does our passage ask us to empathize with those who suffer? 

How would you rate your compassion and empathy for others? 
What has contributed to your level of compassion and empathy? 

o If you are married, how can you show fidelity to your spouse this week? 
o How content is our culture with money and possessions? Why is this? How 

can we learn to be content?  
o In which of these six areas have you made the most progress this year:  

▪ Brotherly love 
▪ Providing hospitality 
▪ Empathy for those who suffer  
▪ Keeping your marriage strong  
▪ Staying free from the love of money  

 

• Read Hebrews 13:7-19 
o Why ought we “remember our leaders”? (v. 7) What can we learn from them? 
o Why is it so important for us to remember that Jesus is the same yesterday, 

today and forever? 
o How can our hearts be strengthened by grace? 
o What do you think it means for us to “go to Jesus outside the camp”? 
o What sacrifice can we continually offer to God? (v. 15) 
o How difficult is it for us to have confidence in our leaders—and submit to their 

authority? 
 

• Read Hebrews 13:20-25 
o Say out loud the benediction in verses 20-21. What does this mean to you? 
o Why are the references to Timothy & Italy significant? What do they tell us? 

 
Application: 
 
Do you believe that God equips you with everything good for doing His will? Is God working in 
you in a way that is pleasing to Him? What are you doing well in this regard that you need to 
keep doing? What about your life needs to change (things that aren’t pleasing to God)? 


