
Sermon: Did God Really Have To Go To All This Trouble? 
 
Introduction: 

All four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke & John) contain the narrative that we now call “Palm 
Sunday.” We are able to read from four different perspectives the event of Jesus riding into 
Jerusalem on the back of a donkey surrounded by a great crowd that hailed Him as the coming 
king. 

Based on various histories that I’ve read, Palm Sunday was first celebrated by the Jerusalem 
Church around the late third or early fourth century. Ceremonies consisted of prayers, hymns, 
and sermons as people moved through the numerous holy sites within the city. At the last site, 
the place of Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the clergy would read the biblical account of Jesus’ 
Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. Then as evening approached, the people would return to the 
city reciting: “Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord” (Matthew 21:9). By the fifth 
century, the celebration had spread as far as Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul). It wasn’t 
until the sixth and seventh centuries that the ritual blessing of the palms was added. A morning 
procession replaced the evening one and by the eighth century, the Western Church was 
celebrating “Dominica in Palmis” or “Palm Sunday.” 
 
Palm Sunday is also known as Passion Sunday in recognition of the beginning of Holy Week 
and Jesus’ final agonizing journey to His crucifixion. Falling on the sixth Sunday in Lent and 
the Sunday before Easter, Palm Sunday is celebrated in all major Christian churches—Roman 
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox. In many Orthodox churches, Palm Sunday is known 
as “Entry into Jerusalem.” In some countries, the graves of loved ones are decorated with 
palms. Since palm trees aren’t available in colder climates, other types of branches (e.g. 
willow) are often used. 
 
Today, many Palm Sunday traditions remain much the same as those celebrated in the tenth 
century. Some ceremonies begin with the blessing of the palms. Afterward, many people take 
the palms home and place them in houses, barns, and fields. In many churches, children serve 
as an integral part of the service since they enjoy the processions. Children often craft crosses 
from palm leaves which were used in the Sunday processional. The traditions of Palm Sunday 
serve as reminders of the life-changing events of Holy Week. 
 
In the simplest of terms, Palm Sunday is an opportunity to reflect upon the final week of Jesus' 
life. Jesus did not deny the image that the crowd expected -- the fulfillment of the hopes of 
Israel that He would be their earthly king, destroying the Roman government. Instead, Jesus 
humbly entered Jerusalem to give His life on a cross, saving mankind from sin and death. One 
day, Jesus will return gloriously as a mighty warrior in battle (Revelation 19:11–16). Palm 
Sunday serves as a preparation of one’s heart for the agony of His Passion and the joy of His 
Resurrection. 
 

 
Examination:    

 Read Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 
o Take some time to compare and contrast these four narratives that describe 

Palm Sunday and the triumphal entry— 



 What similarities do you find in the four accounts? 
 What differences do you find in the four accounts? 
 Is there a particular “emphasis” that stands out to you in each of the 

four accounts? 
 When you think about Palm Sunday, what stands out to you about what 

this event was truly all about? 
 Do you think that politics was a part of Palm Sunday…at least in the 

minds of the crowd that had gathered? What did they expect? 
 Why do you think Jesus chose to ride a donkey? 

 

 Read Zechariah 9:9 
o Do a little research (ie. Google it)—when was Zechariah written? 
o How specific is this prophecy?  
o Jews would have read this verse for hundreds of years before Jesus actually 

came. What do you think they would have thought this verse meant? 
o Why do you think God provided such an explicit prophecy with respect to Palm 

Sunday? (see John 12:14-15) 
 

 Read Numbers 19:2; Deuteronomy 21:3 and 1 Samuel 6:6 

o What do these commands tell us about animals that are to be set aside and 
used for sacred purposes? 

o How does this play a part in Palm Sunday? 

 

  Read Genesis 49:10-11 

o What does it mean that “the scepter will not depart from between Judah’s 
feet”? Who is this prophecy speaking of? 

o Why do you think there is a reference here to a donkey? 

 

 Read Psalm 118:15-29 

o How is this Psalm a foreshadowing of the events of Palm Sunday? 
 

Application: 
 
When we look at the prophecies one after another—it is clear that each of these pointed to the 
events of Palm Sunday. Jacob blessed his sons around the year 1900BC. We don’t know for 
certain who wrote Psalm 118, but there is good evidence that it was King David—which would 
have been around the year 1000BC. Zechariah gave his prophecies around the year 500BC. 
Let that sink in. For thousands of years, God gave very specific clues regarding the 
inauguration of Jesus as king—entering Jerusalem on a donkey. (Not to mention the 
fantastically precise prophecy in Daniel 9:25-26…that points to the very DAY that Jesus would 
be inaugurated as king.) The question is—WHY? Why did God go to all of this trouble 
(thousands of years of prophecies…a VERY LONG STORY) to tell us about Palm Sunday 
before it actually happened? What difference should this make in our lives? 


