
Jesus doesn’t always act like we think 
He should. Prophets and kings set their 

gaze on the skies, but the Messiah 
snuck in through the back door. 

All of history has led to this moment. 
The coronation is at hand. 

But His crown is heavy with our shame.



Palm Sunday is a coronation.

It’s an inauguration.

The heartbeat of the crowd 
was to crown a king. 
A conquering king.



28 After Jesus had said this, He went on ahead, 
going up to Jerusalem. 29 As He approached 
Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the 
Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples, 

saying to them, 30“Go to the village ahead of you, 
and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, 
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 

here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you  
untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’”

Luke 19:28-42



32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it 
just as He had told them. 33 As they were untying 

the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on 
the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He went along, 

people spread their cloaks on the road.

Luke 19:28-42



37 When He came near the place where the road 
goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd 
of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud 

voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the  

name of the Lord!”  
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 
Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

Luke 19:28-42



40 “I tell you,” He replied, “if they keep quiet,  
the stones will cry out.” 

41 As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, 
He wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you,  

had only known on this day what would bring you 
peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.”

Luke 19:28-42



If you only knew what would 
bring you peace.

But you just can’t see it.



Have you ever heard of  
‘Old Yeller’?

pulled the trigger.” 



“Quickly, I left Mama and went to stand 
in the light of the burning bear grass.  

I reloaded my gun and called Old Yeller 
back from the house. I stuck the muzzle 

of the gun against his head and  
pulled the trigger.” 



       Everything changes 
       when you know the 
             whole story.



    Palm Sunday changes 
       when you know the 
             whole story.



Palm Sunday—
palm branches
a donkey
“hosanna”



The creator of this world was 
rightfully hailed as king of kings. 

But He didn’t come (the  
first time) to conquer. 

He came to die.

Who would believe this?



Who would believe this?

The creator of this world was 
rightfully hailed as king of kings. 

But He didn’t come (the  
first time) to conquer. 

He came to die.



This is exactly why God pointed 
to Palm Sunday hundreds of 

years before it ever happened.



Psalm 118:19-27

Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success!  

We’re not certain, but scholars 
believe that in 1,000BC, 

King David wrote:



Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success!  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord. From the house of the Lord we 
bless you.   The Lord is God, and He has 

made His light shine on us. With boughs in 
hand, join in the festal procession up to 

the horns of the altar.
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Psalm 118:19-27



25 “Know and understand this: From the time 

Daniel 9:20-26

In 538BC, while a prisoner of war 
in Babylon, Daniel wrote:



25 “Know and understand this: From the time 
the word goes out to restore and rebuild 

Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, 
comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-
two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and 
a trench, but in times of trouble. 26 After the 
sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be 

put to death and will have nothing.

Daniel 9:20-26

in Babylon, Daniel wrote:



Daniel 9:20-26
March 14, 445BC  — Decree to rebuild Jerusalem

• 7 x 7 years = 49 years
• 62 x 7 years = 434 years
• 49 years + 62 years = 483 years
• Jewish calendar = 360 days
• 483 years x 360 days = 173,880 days



Daniel 9:20-26
March 14, 445BC  — Decree to rebuild Jerusalem

• 483 years x 360 days = 173,880 days

• April 6, 32AD
It is believed by many historians 

that Palm Sunday took place  
on April 6, 32AD.



“After [this], the Anointed One 
will be put to death and will 

have nothing.”

Daniel 9:26



20 years later, back in Jerusalem, 
Zechariah wrote:

Zechariah 9:9
“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  

Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes 
to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding 

on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”



There is no question what these 
prophecies are are describing.

But why?



Did God really have to go to all 
of this trouble?

This backstory encompasses 
hundreds and hundreds and 

hundreds of years. Why?



Basically every person who 
experienced Palm Sunday in real 

time completely missed it.
(Luke 19:42)

God doesn’t want us to miss it.



Jesus came to give His life 
to give us peace.

Today, we sing “Hosanna”— 
not for an earthly king. 

But for our heavenly high priest 
and blessed savior, Jesus.



We lay our branches to make way 
for the king. But the weight of all 
the branches can never outweigh 

all that He’s carried for us.  
You’ll never guess what happens 

next, but I promise you it will 
change everything.



“This is my body, which is for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 

…For whenever you eat this bread 
and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes.”
1 Corinthians 11:24, 26




