


Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 

John 20:1-10



Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that 
the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she 

came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the 

Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put Him!” So Peter and the other disciple started 
for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
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He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along 

behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 
strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had 
been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still 

lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. 
He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from 
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the 

disciples went back to where they were staying.
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Did Mary, Peter & John have 
any clue what had really 

happened on Easter  
Sunday morning?



What did Mary think  
had happened?



What did John believe?

He believed what Mary had 



What did John believe?

He believed what Mary had 
told him—and what he 

thought was true.



They woke up Easter Sunday 
morning with a clear picture 

of how they thought the 
story was going.



Are we any different?

“That will never happen…”

“I can’t…”

“There’s no way…”



Plot Twist



A plot twist is a literary technique that introduces 
a radical change in the direction or expected 

outcome of the plot. It may change the audience’s 
perception of the preceding events, but never 

surprises the original author of the story.  
If implemented in the story arc well, a plot twist 

always elevates the story, and provides an 
unsuspected path forward.

Plot Twist









The earliest use of this device as a twist 
ending in a murder mystery was in "The 
Three Apples", a medieval Arabian Nights 
tale (9th Century).



The Greeks invented the plot twist. Aristotle 
called a peripeteia – meaning a sudden 
reversal or change of fortune – by Aristotle in 
the Poetics (429BC).

God has been giving us plot



The Greeks invented the plot twist. Aristotle 
called a peripeteia – meaning a sudden 
reversal or change of fortune – by Aristotle in 
the Poetics (429BC).

God has been giving us plot
twists long before Aristotle

came along.



God has been giving us plot
twists long before Aristotle

came along.

Genesis 48
1 Samuel 16

Luke 2

Without question—the greatest 
plot twist in all of history came 
on Easter Sunday morning.



Without question—the greatest 
plot twist in all of history came 
on Easter Sunday morning.

How did the disciples miss it?



1. They simply refused to 
listen and believe.



2. They couldn’t see past their 
shame & disappointment.



3. The Holy Spirit hadn’t yet 
opened their eyes.



What does this plot twist 
have to do with me?



The chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to call for Barabbas—and to have Jesus 
executed. 
“Which of the two do you want me to release 
to you?” asked the governor. 
“Barabbas,” the crowd shouted. 
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called 
the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 
They all cried in one voice, “Crucify him!”

Matthew 27:20-26



“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but 
that instead an uproar was starting, he took water 
and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your 
responsibility!” 
All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on 
our children!” 
Then he released Barabbas to them.

Matthew 27:20-26







“Barabbas,” the crowd shouted.

They all cried in one voice, “Crucify him!”
They shouted all the louder,  

“Crucify him!”

All the people cried, “His blood is on us 
and on our children!”



 The tomb once full—now empty. 
Jesus’ blood was emptied  

so that our life could  
be full of hope.



1. We can hear this a 
hundred times—but it 
only matters if we 
believe it.



2. Jesus is greater than  
your shame.



3. The Holy Spirit is 
speaking to you right 
now.



Jesus died in your 
place.

You’ve been set free.

The tomb is empty.




