
Sermon: Money Is Meaningless Without Jesus 
 
Text: Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:12 
 
Introduction: 
 
Most all of us know that we can hop on the internet (YouTube, WikiHow) and learn how to do 
pretty much everything. You can learn how to stay out of a truck’s blind spots, how to make a 
paper butterfly, how to get six-pack abs, and how to know if a guy or girl likes you. You can 
even learn how to get rich! 
 
It seems that everyone wants to get rich. Endless books have been written on the subject, 
classes have been taught by many who claim to show you an easy way to get rich, rich people 
have given advice on how to get rich, and many other schemes have been developed that 
guarantee you will get rich fast. Getting rich is one of the main goals of many people. 
According to “what’s out there,” here are some techniques that may help you succeed if this is 
what you want to do. Are you ready? You may want to write this down. Actually, it’s a pretty 
boring list. It’s a disappointing one, actually: 

• Get a job 
• Keep your eyes and ears open 
• Delay gratification and cut expenses 
• Save money fast 
• Then stay rich 

 
How’s that for “thank you, Captain Obvious!” advice. But if you read the small print, there’s also 
this piece of sobering advice: Get rich quick schemes are invariably scams. Avoid them. There 
is no such thing as free money unless you inherit it. Then you must handle it wisely, or you will 
lose that as well. As there is no free lunch, nothing can be obtained without struggling for it. 
The best way to get rich quickly is having a plan and able to implement it successfully, if 
possible with a well-experienced team interested in helping you. 
 
As we continue our study of the Book of Ecclesiastes, it’s clear that there was a huge hunger 
for riches when the Teacher (Solomon) lived 3,000 years ago (nothing new under the sun). 
The land of Israel had become a province in a huge empire. International trade was booming. 
Some people struck it rich; others dreamt and worked hard hoping that they too could join the 
ranks of the rich, or at least the rich enough. The Teacher, though, gives us a warning: there’s 
danger in pursuing wealth.  
 
Do you remember those commercials for prescription drugs? They sound awesome for the first 
part of the commercial. Near the end you hear something like this: “Side-effects may include 
heart failure, coma or death. Ask your doctor if this drug is right for you.” At the end of the 
commercial, you want to say, “No way! There’s not a chance that I’m going to take that 
medication!” 
 
We live in a world that highlights all of the benefits of our desire for wealth. In our passage 
today, the Teacher says, “The side effects of desiring wealth may include…” So let’s pay 
attention to what the Teacher says, because he can spare us a lot of heartache. He’s cluing us 
in on how to live faithfully and well in this world. 
 

http://www.wikihow.com/Get-Rich


Examination:    

• Read Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 
o According to verses 8-9, what shouldn’t surprise us? 
o What does The Teacher say is vain in 5:10? Have you found this statement…  

“Money doesn't make happiness” to be true? How so? 
o Ecclesiastes 5:11 focuses on the heart of consumerism. What observation 

does Solomon make here in this verse? In light of this verse, finish the 
statement, "The more you have, the more ____________________." 

o What contrast is made in 5:12? Which would you like to be?  
o Solomon again uses his phrase 'under the sun' to remind us of the world he is 

discussing—a world without God. What is the terrible thing that he observes 
happening in 5:13? 

o How does he support his argument made in 5:13 (see 5:13-15)? Have you 
heard of such a situation? 

o What is the second terrible thing he observes (5:16)? 
o Closely examine vv. 16-17 and list at least one way The Teacher again 

supports his thinking.  
o How many times is "God" mentioned in vv. 18-20? 
o What is The Teacher’s advice for the person heading off to a busy career? 

(See 5:18). How would you state this advice in your own words? 
o By examining vv. 19-20, how would you say that Solomon supports his 

alternative way of life? 
o Do you think it is worth working hard and storing up if you have the 

opportunity? What is the risk? What is the advantage? What is another option? 
 

• Read Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 
o Is our capacity to actually enjoy the things that God gives to us something that 

we learn on our own—or is this capacity something that God gives to us? 
What do you think this actually means in our day-to-day life? 

o Ecclesiastes 6:7 states that “all the toil of man is for his mouth, and yet the 
soul is not satisfied.” Why does our physical labor allow us to feed and clothe 
ourselves, yet not have the ability to satisfy our souls? What is missing? 

o What do you think The Teacher means in verse 9 when he says: “Better what 
the eye sees than the roving of the appetite”? 
 

Application: 
 
Compare what The Teacher says about wealth and the pursuit of riches in our passage today 
to what Jesus teaches in Matthew 6:19-21. 
 
 
 
What one thing can you do this week to put this truth into practice in your own life and 
thinking? 
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