
Sermon: It’s Worse than Messy 
 
Text: Ecclesiastes 8 
 
Introduction: 
 
Ecclesiastes chapter 8 continues “The Critic’s” very honest and a bit depressing look at some 
of life’s toughest questions. He explores the issue of submitting to authority—even when those 
who have that authority mis-use (or even abuse) that authority. What about the question of 
why it is that “wicked” people seem to often prosper—and seemingly “good” people go from 
one bad situation to the next. One of Solomon’s conclusions is that true wisdom comes from 
knowing and trusting God. Knowing God will lead to understanding and then to sharing that 
knowledge with others. Even if a man could have all of the world's wisdom (which Solomon 
basically did), he would still know very little. No one can fully comprehend God. 
 
In verses 1-6, The Critic advised obedience when serving under an autocratic ruler. Verse 1 
may have been a familiar proverb at that time, implying that a man’s wisdom would light up his 
face and change his countenance. The “oath of God” in verse 2 possibly alludes to the oath of 
loyalty to the king. Verses 3-4 advise against rashness in one’s dealings with the king, stating 
that it is unwise to question his authority. Verses 5-6 indicate that submission will keep one 
from being chastised, and the wise will consider that, in the course of time, judgment will be 
rendered to everyone. 
 
In verses 7-9, Solomon pointed out that life sometimes does not offer options. Man does not 
possess the ability to predict the future or the day of his death. Just as it is not feasible for a 
soldier to be discharged in time of war, it is not possible for one to avoid wickedness if his 
heart is evil. The author’s observation was that rulers at times govern in a way that warrants 
God’s judgment against them. The implication in verse 10 is that although wicked rulers are 
allowed to govern in spite of their abuse of power, they eventually die and are soon forgotten.  
 
Verses 11-13 point out that when judgment is delayed, wicked individuals continue to sin 
without fear of punishment, and Ecclesiastes 8:14 states: “There is something else 
meaningless that occurs on earth: the righteous who get what the wicked deserve, and the 
wicked who get what the righteous deserve.” The world is full of crimes that never get solved 
and corrupt politicians and businessmen who have climbed to power. Christian persecution is 
rising, and godly men and women often go unnoticed. The unrighteous appear to prosper, 
while people who follow God are persecuted.  
 
Solomon also saw this happen during his lifetime. (and it certainly still does) 
 
When we see the “wicked” succeed, it can be tempting to believe that life would be better apart 
from God. This is a lie. As Christians, we know we have so much more to live for than the here 
and now. Our lives on earth are a blip on the timeline of eternity. When we look at our lives 
through that long-term perspective, we realize that doing whatever it takes to get ahead in this 
life is just as Solomon described—meaningless. 

Christians will not always have immediate reward for following Jesus, nor will people receive 
immediate judgment for walking away from Him. But despite what hardship we may endure, a 
relationship with Jesus is worth far more than any temporary prosperity. 
 



Examination:    

 Read Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 
o According to verse 1, what effect can wisdom have on a man? What does 

“brightness” mean? What does “hard” mean?  
o Verses 2-8 address a person’s relationship with the king— 

 Which king is being referred to here? Does this apply to our situation in 
America today? 

 Why should one obey the king? (or those in governmental authority?   
(v. 2)  

 What happens if one displeases the king? (v. 3)  
 What can one not say to the king? Why? (v. 4) Does this in any way 

apply to our current world—and our situation here in America? 
 How will the wise heart handle service to the king? (v. 5)  
 How should one handle the difficulties and the unknown nature of life? 

(vv. 6-8)  
 What will not release us from those difficulties? (v. 8) 

o What had The Teacher observed about the rule of men? Whose hurt is he 
describing, the ruler’s or the subject’s? (v. 9) 

o What did he observe about the wicked who had come and gone from the place 
of holiness? Why is this significant? (v. 10; 4:16; 9:15) 

o Why were the hearts of some men set to do evil? (v. 11) 
o What did The Teacher conclude about a sinner whose days are prolonged? 

(vv. 12-13; 3:17; 12:14) 
o What does The Teacher again describe as a vanity that occurs on the earth? 

(v. 14)  
o In view of such vanity, what does The Teacher again say is good for man to 

do? (vv. 15; 2:24; 3:12–13, 22; 5:18–20; 9:7–9; 11:8–9)  
o What did The Teacher conclude after diligently observing the business that is 

done on the earth? (vv. 16-17; 3:11; Job 5:9; Ro 11:33)  
 
Application: 
 
This chapter is crazy hard to fully understand—and even harder to put into practice.  
 
Think about this for a minute…if you consider how challenging it is to live under our present 
government here in America (regardless of who is “in power” right now), how challenging do 
you think it is for people in other parts of the world to live under those in authority? Do you 
think the 1.5 billion people in China agree with and fully support the leaders in that country? 
How about the 1.2 billion that live in Muslim-controlled places? Why do you think God is calling 
us to “obey the king”—and not be too hasty in going against what is required of citizens? 
 
Where is our true home? Take some time this week to give this some serious thought in light 
of Jesus’ command to love our enemies, and to consider it joy whey we are persecuted. 


