






Hevel 

(a Hebrew word-which means like smoke or vapor)



My prayer today is that we will be able to learn from 
Solomon’s perspective on life but through the lens of Christ 

as our way, our truth, and the life. That we would understand 
that the foolish ways of life are meaningless and destructive 

compared to the blessed life that Christ offers. 



13 I also saw under the sun this example of wisdom that greatly impressed 
me: 14 There was once a small city with only a few people in it. And a 

powerful king came against it, surrounded it and built huge siege works 
against it. 15 Now there lived in that city a man poor but wise, and he saved 
the city by his wisdom. But nobody remembered that poor man. 16 So I said 
“Wisdom is better than strength.” But the poor man’s wisdom is despised, 

and his words are no longer heeded. 


17  The quiet words of the wise are more to be heeded than the shouts of a 
ruler of fools. 


18  Wisdom is better than weapons of war but one sinner destroys much 
good.



10:1 As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a little folly outweighs wisdom and 
honor. 

2 The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left. 

3 Even as fools walk along the road, they lack sense and show everyone how 
stupid they are. 

4 If a ruler’s anger rises against you, do not leave your post; calmness can lay great 
offenses to rest.


5 There is an evil I have seen under the sun, the sort of error that arises from a ruler: 

6 Fools are put in many high positions, while the rich occupy the low ones. 



7 I have seen slaves on horseback, while princes go on foot like slaves.


8 Whoever digs a pit may fall into it; whoever breaks through a wall may be 
bitten by a snake. 

9 Whoever quarries stones may be injured by them; whoever splits logs may 
be endangered by them.


10 If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is needed, but skill 
will bring success.


11 If a snake bites before it is charmed, the charmer receives no fee.




12 Words from the mouth of the wise are gracious, but fools are consumed by 
their own lips. 

13 At the beginning their words are folly; at the end they are wicked madness— 

14 and fools multiply words. No one knows what is coming— 

who can tell someone else what will happen after them?


15 The toil of fools wearies them; they do not know the way to town.


16 Woe to the land whose king was a servant and whose princes feast in the 
morning.



17 Blessed is the land whose king is of noble birth and whose princes eat at 
a proper time—for strength and not for drunkenness.


18 Through laziness, the rafters sag; because of idle hands, the house 
leaks.


19 A feast is made for laughter, wine makes life merry, and money is the 
answer for everything.


20 Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, or curse the rich in your 
bedroom, because a bird in the sky may carry your words, and a bird on the 

wing may report what you say.
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4. Be aware of foolish thinking



10: 1 As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a little folly outweighs wisdom 
and honor. 

2 The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left. 

3 Even as fools walk along the road, they lack sense and show everyone how 
stupid they are. 

4 If a ruler’s anger rises against you, do not leave your post; calmness can lay 
great offenses to rest.



“The image, in case we don’t see (or smell!) it, is that of an expensive batch of 
perfume attracting a few flies. Some of those insects, unknown to the owner or maker, 
die and fall into the ointment (or perhaps die because they come too close and sniff). 
Over time, the sweet, seductive smell is replaced by a putrid, rancid one. The whole 

batch is ruined because of a few little bugs. 


The lesson from the flies is that as valuable as wisdom is (and as much we hope it will 
be preserved), nevertheless a small amount of folly, for example, the verbosity of a 

fool or one awful political— can ruin what wisdom has accomplished.”

-Douglass O’Donnell



Church, be on the lookout for foolishness and guard 
the most precious things of this life. 



 8 Whoever digs a pit may fall into it; whoever breaks through a wall may be bitten by 
a snake. 

9 Whoever quarries stones may be injured by them; whoever splits logs 
may be endangered by them.


10 If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is needed, but 
skill will bring success.


11 If a snake bites before it is charmed, the charmer receives no fee.







12 Words from the mouth of the wise are gracious, but fools are 
consumed by their own lips.


20 Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, or curse the rich in your 
bedroom, because a bird in the sky may carry your words, and a bird on 

the wing may report what you say.







Mouth-Management 

(ask the Holy Spirit to help you be slow to speak)


Quiet words of the wise are to heeded (9:17)

Words from the wise are gracious (10:12)




“Be on your guard against the yeast of the pharisees which is 
hypocrisy. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed or 

hidden that will not be made known. What you have said in the dark 
will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear 

in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.”

Luke 12:2-3





1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And 
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 

Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so 

that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Hebrews 12:1-3



24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet 
it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the 

streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 
with a great crash.”


Matthew 7:24-27



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.




11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.

Matthew 5:3-11



“The beginning of the remedy lies in our individual hands: our greatest contribution 
to the good of our nation, to the political stability and wholesomeness, to social 

standards and decency and to proper and just government, is our individual devotion 
and obedience to God’s Word.


Recovery starts with me.


“Isn’t this what the Lord Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount? When he has set 
out the basic principles of kingdom-life…he immediately transposes the ‘they’ of 

general principle into the you’ of personal discipleship. This blessedness is for you 
when this is your life-style. But more: when this is your life-style you become the salt 

of purification and the darkness-dispelling light the world so desperately needs.”

-Prof Alec Motyer





