


A Challenge in Joy.

| think we would all agree that
tinding joy is a real challenge!
It doesn’t come easily.



Philippians 1:3-6

| thank my God every time | remember you.
In all my prayers tor all of you, | always pray
with joy because ot your partnership in the
Gospel from the first day until now, being
contfident of this, that He who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion
until the day ot Christ Jesus.



ooted in the
ommitment to



NO

MIAT TIER
WHAT:

It’s All About
The Gospel .

Philippilans 1:12-30




Philippians 1:12
Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters,

that what has happened to me has actually
served to advance the Gospel.

Philippians 1:14
And because of my chains, most of the

brothers and sisters have become confident in
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim

the Gospel without fear.




Philippians 1:15-16
It is true that some preach Christ out of envy

and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The
latter do so out of love, knowing that | am put

here for the defense of the Gospel.

Philippians 1:27
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a

manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ.




Philippians 1:27

Whether | come and see you or only hear about
you in my absence, | will know that you stand
firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one
for the taith of the Gospel without being
frightened in any way by those who oppose you.



The Gospel is good news.

It's the Word ot God.

It's Truth. A right understanding.

lt's a message that we hear and believe.

Who is God?
Who am |?

Who is Jesus?
How must | responad?



The Gospel is good news.

It's the Word ot God.
It's Truth. A right understanding.
lt's a message that we hear and believe.

But the Gospel more than this.
It's more than a message or a belief.



The Gospel is more than knowing
about God...

It's a relationship.

It's knowing God personally.




The Gospel is an intimate
relationship with Goad.
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Jairus:
“| have heard, and | have read accounts

from someone | trust.”




Jairus:
“| have heard, and | have read accounts

from someone | trust.”
Jesus:

"You never met me, yet you have this much
taith—that | can heal your daughter.”



Jesus:
"You never met me, yet you have this much

taith—that | can heal your daughter.”

Jairus:

* I know you.”




The Gospel is a Truth...a Message.
The Gospel is a beliet...a tfaith.
The Gospel is a relationship...a knowing.

The Gospel is a witness...a testimony.



The Gospel is a witness...a testimony.
Philippians 1:27

"Whatever happens, conduct

yourselves in a manner worthy of
the Gospel of Christ.”

What does this look like?




What does this look like?

"Then, whether | come and see you
or only hear about you in my absence,
| will know that you stand tirm in the
one Spirit, striving together as one
tfor the faith of the Gospel.”



What does this look like?
Unity.

Standing firm in one Spirit—
striving together as one.
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Philippians 2:1-11

' Therefore if you have any encouragement
from being united with Christ,.if.-any comfort
from His love, it any common sharing in the
Spirit, it any tenderness and compassion,
then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in
spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of
selfish ambition or vain conceit.



Philippians 2:1-11

’ Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your.own interests
but each of you to the interests of the others.
In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus; Who, being in
very nature God, did not consider.equality
with God something to be used to His
own advantage;



Philippians 2:1-11

7 . . .
...rather, He made Himselt nothing by taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in

human likeness. And being foundin
appearance as a man, He humbled Himselt by
becoming obedient to death—even death on a
cross! Theretore God exalted Him to the

highest place and gave Him the name that is
above every name—



Philippians 2:1-11

" that at the name of Jesus every knee shoula
bow, in heaven and on earthand under the
earth, and every tongue acknowledge that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.



This passage points us to
who Jesus is.

Paul wrote it to tell us
how to live.




Be like-minded.

Have the same love.

Be one in spirit and of one mind.

Do nothing out of selfishness or conceit.

Value others above yourselves.

Don’t look to your own interests but to the
interests of the others.



How is this even possible?



Have you gotten anything at all out of
tfollowing Christ?

Has Christ’s love made any ditference
in your lite?

Does being in a. community of the Spirit
mean anything to you?

Do you have a heart—do you even care?



Philippians 2:2-4MSG
"Agree with each other, love each other, be
deep-spirited friends. Don't push your way
to the tront; don’t sweet-talk-your way to
the top. Put yourselt aside, and help others
get ahead. Don't be obsessed with getting
your own advantage. Forget yourselves
long enough to lend a‘helping hana.”



"What a wondertul would

this would bel”
Sam Cooke; 1960

't's only possible it we...



Think of ourselves the

way Christ Jesus
thought of Himself.

He emptied Himself.
He gave of Himself.
He served.



From the manger...
to the cross...
and every day in-between.
Jesus put others above
Himselt.




This poem is the Gospel.

More than that...
this poem shows us how
to live the Gospel.




But let’s not lose sight of
the ultimate reason that
we're to live humbly—
with tenderness and
compassion...




To lead others to Jesus.

Philippians 1:27
"Whatever happens, conduct

yourselves in a manner worthy of
the Gospel of Christ:”
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Matthew 24:36-42

"Theretore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come.

But about that day or hour no one knows, not.even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was
in the days of Noah, so it will be at the-coming of the Son of
Man. For in the days betore the tlood, people were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day
Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what
would happen until the flood came and took them all away.
That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”







