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“People know what's going on with other people.
So, we are wise If we live our lives as if there are no
secrets. If we have nothing to hide, then there’s
nothing for people to discover, and we’re clean.
Living as if there Is no such thing as a secret will
keep you from all kinds of pain and suffering, and it
will open the door for you to receive God's love
more fully. Live as if there is nothing to hide and
you will maintain innocence.”
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TED HAGGARD, LETTERS FROM HOME



, -_Eec;lesiastes 12:13-14

_-;13 Now aII has been heard:

 hereis the conclusion of the matter
Fear God and keep his commandments
~ for this is the duty of all mankind.

~ 14 For God will bring every deed |nto Judgment -

including every hidden thlng
whether It Is good or evrI !



To think of judgment only with fear and duty is
- to see a baby only with fear and duty.
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God’s Judgments:

. The judgment of God through the created world.



Jere'miah 12

L You are always rlghteous LORD

- when | bring a case before you

“Yet | would speak with you about your justlce

Why does the way of the W|cked prosper7 T b

Hy Why do aII the falthless I|ve at ease'? e o

i 2 You have pIanted them, and they have taken root

' they grow and bear frU|t e ' ‘
Yeu are always on their Ilps -

~ but far from their hearts.



3 Yet you know me, LORD;

| you see me and test my thoughts about YOU.

‘ Drag them off Irke sheep to be butc:heredI
Set them apart for the day of sIaughterI

: How Iong erI the land lie parched | ke

and the grass in every f|eId be wrthered’? ' P

g Because those who live in it:are wicked,

- the anrmals and brrds have perrshed
Moreover gls peopIe are sayrng o
_ “He will not see what happens to us.”



When we don’t have right and fair judgment,
- we will have wrong and unfair judgment.
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God’s Judgments:

. The judgment of God through the created world.
2. The intervening judgment of God in certain
moments.



Sometimes our
justice Is iajustice disguised.
At best, our judgment, our Justlce
mixed and mccmplete



When the situations are particularly messy,
you need a better judge.



If God was not the standard, then the standard
would permit harm. “What you permit, you
promote " If the standard was changmg, then

it would change for the worse.



~ Psalm 96

'.1 Slng to the Lord a new song;
~sing to the Lord, aII the earth _
2 Sing to the Lord, praise his name;
| proclalm his salvation day after day *_

3. Declare his'glory among the nations, *
~ his'marvelous deeds among'all peoples -
4 For great is the Lord and most worthy of pralse
~ heis to be feared above all gods. ‘
5 For all the gods of the nations are |dols
_ but the Lord made the heavens.



10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.”
- The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved;
" he will judge the peoples with eqmty
M Let the heavens rejoice, et the earth be glad
it the sea resound, and all that is in B b
12 Let the fields be Jubllant and everythlng in them
_letall the trees of the forest sing for joy. -~ =~
- 13 Let all creation rejoice before the Lord for he comes,
~ he comes to judge the earth. i i
He will judge the world in rlghteousness “
and the peoples | in his faithfulness.
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God’s Judgments:

. The judgment of God through the created world.
2. The intervening judgment of God in certain
moments.
3. The final judgment of God by Jesus Christ.



‘ .John 5

_,'22 Moreover the Father judges no one but has entrusted aII

judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor '_-

the Father Whoever does Nnot honor the Son does not honor the
Father who sent h|m ' ¥ R B

s e And he has given hlm authorlty to judge because he IS the Son "
-~ of Man. | | ‘



 Acts 17:29-31

Hie “Therefore since we are God’s oxffspring, we should not

“think that the divine being is. Ilke gold or silver or stone— an
image made by human deS|gn and skill. 301n the past God i

overlooked.such |gnorance but now he cemmands aII

'people everywhere to repent. 3'For he has set ts day when
 he will judge the world with justlce by the man he has |

- appomted He has glven proof of thls to everyone by
ra|S|ng him from the dead.” = '



The Good News:is not that there will be
judgment, but in who Iis doing the judging.



e Psalm 98

;7 Let the sea resound and everythrng in 1 it,
~ the world, and all who live |n |t e

8 Let the rrvers olap their hands |

_ let the mountalns 'sing together for Joy

s Iet them srng before the Lord |

, for he comes to judge the earth

" He will judge the world |n rlghteousness '
5 and the peoples wrth equrty |



Matthew 25:; 31-32

1“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and
‘all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious

' _throne 32 All the nations w:ll be gathered before it

him, and he will separate the people one frem

| ,. another as a shepherd separates the sheep from e

the goats 33 He will put the sheep on ‘his right and
the goats on his Ieft



God’s judgment does not make the best
of a bad situation.

God’s judgment turns bad situations good and
makes wrong situations right. |



To judge is to discriminate or to separate:

. Separation of those are against God and Christ
from those who are with God in Christ.

2. Separation of our sin from the righteousness of
Christ in us.






If our actions didn’t matter, then we wouldn’t
be judged. But our actions do matter—both
the wrcng that we do ana the right that we

leave undcne .



“Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong,
but let your trust in Christ be stronger, and rejoice
In Christ who is the victor over sin, death, and the
world. We will commit sins while we are here, for
this life is not a place where justice resides.
We, however, says Peter (2. Peter 3:13) are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth where
justice will reign.”

MARTIN LUTHER TO PHILIP MELANCTHON



That God will ultimately judge gives me
conwctlon to do right and humility because
‘sometimes | have been wrong.



Judgmentis about healing.
‘The pain of exposure is the path of healing. .



Judgment is about transformation.
God’s judgment reveals who we are so that
. God may make us who He wants us to be.



“Our lives are not transparent to ourselves. We
cannot easily tell where the bad ends and the good
begins. So it is a comfort to know that one day
someone else will come and lovingly separate the
good from the bad in our lives.”

BEN MYERS



The judgment of God has started
and it will be completed.



e ReVeIation 20

S Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on |t
_The earth and the heavens fled from hIS presence, and there
was no place for them. 2 And | saw the dead great and small,

| standlng before the throne, and books were opened Anotheri‘-*i ™

| book WER opened wh|<:h 1S the book of I|fe The dead were "
| ,Judged accordrng to what they had done as recorded |n the st
- books. B The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death
and Hades gave up the dead that were N them and each
person was judged accordrng to what they had done.



Christ’s final judgment means that we won’t
need to spend eternity righting our wrongs,
but that our wrongs will be righted for eternity.



_ -_2 Peter 3

< Dear friends, th|s is now: my second letter to you
I have written both of them as reminders to .
' stlmulate you to wholesome thlnklng 2] want YO
~ to recall the words spoken |n the past by the hon
e -prophets and the command glven by our Lord and
‘ SaV|or through your apostles 5 ‘



_3Above all, you must understand that in the last -
‘.days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
._,'thelr own eVvil desires. 4 They will say, “Where i |s

jthIS comlng he promlsed‘? Ever smce our

ancestors. died, everythmg goes on as |t has smce e
: 'the beglnnlng of creatlcm e ik T



-5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by
"God s word the heavens came into being and the
._jearth Was formed out of water and by water.
6 By these waters also the worId Poli that time was
' -deluged and destroyed 7: By the same word the
_ ‘present heavens and earth are reserved for
- fire, being kept for the day of judgment and
' destructlon of the ungodly e e




8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:

..Wlth the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a "-

_jthousand years are like a day 9The Lord is not

slow in keeplng his promlse as some understand e

' -slowness Instead he is pat|ent W|th you not

| Wantlng anyone to pensh but everyone to come <

- to repentance



10 But the day of the Lord will come ike a
thref The heavens will dlsappear with a roar; the

eIements will be destroyed by f|re and the earth { ; |

and everythrng done In |t WI|| be Iald bare



“In this final court, sin is understood In
Its essence simply as unresponsiveness to
God’s saving activity.”

TOM ODEN, LIFE IN THE SPIRIT



Every time you turn to God and away from sin,
every time you tune into God (repentance), -
“you are participate in the judgment of God.



To confess our sin is to anticipate the final
Judgment of God. .



